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1 MAJOR BLUBAUGH: Good evening ladies
2 and gentlemen, and welcome to the public
3 hearing for the Draft Environmental Impact
4 Statement for the Second Main Operating Base

5 Beddown of the KC-46A Tanker Aircraft. I am

6 Major Joe Blubaugh, with the 1%0th Air

7 Refueling Wing's Public Affairs Office, located
g at FTorbes Field, Topeka, Kansas.

9 First of all, we'd like for you to make
10 sure that you take advantage of the

11 refreshments that we have that are over here on
1z the table. And 1f you need to use the

13 restrooms, they're out these back doors and

14 around to the left.

15 Before starting the formal portion of

16 tonight's hearing, I ask that all cell phones
17 be turned off or placed on silent mode. And

18 during the proceedings, please do not interrupt
12 the speakers and please be respectful to those
20 providing oral comments. We will do our best
21 to give everyone an opportunity to speak in the
22 time that we have allotted tonight.
23 And at this time, Colonel Wendy Sherman
24 will now begin the formal portion of tonight's

25 hearing.
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1 COLONEL SHERMAN: Good evening, and
2 thank you Major Blubaugh. I'm Colonel Wendy
3 Sherman and I am a Military Judge for the
4 United States Air Force from Randolph Air Force
5 Base, Texas. I'd like to make clear from the
6 outset that I am here in my capacity as a
7 federal judge solely to act as a moderator for
] this hearing. The United States Trial
9 Judiciary is an independent organization. I do
10 not work for, or with, anyone in this room.
11 I'm not a member of this command or assigned to
1z this installation. I report directly to the
13 Chief Trial Judge of the United States Air
14 Force and to the Judge Advocate General of the
15 Air Force. I have had no involvement with the
16 preparation of this proposed action or the
17 Environmental Impact Statement. T have not
18 rendered legal advice or assistance with
19 respect to this actilion. I'm here tonight to
20 serve as an independent public hearing officer
21 regarding the Draft Environmental Impact
22 Statement. I am responsible for providing
23 everyone an opportunity to comment tonight on
z24 the proposed action, alternatives, and
25 asscciated environmental analysis., This public
Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS
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1 hearing provides you with the formal
2 opportunity for comment. I do not make any
3 recommendation or decision on whether the

4 proposed project should be continued, or
5 modified, or abandoned or how the Environmental

S Impact Statement should be prepared.

7 Therefore, during the public comment portion of
] this hearing I urge you to direct vour comments
9 to the individuals on our panel.

10 The purpose of this public hearing is to

11 provide you with an opportunity to comment on
1z the findings of the Draft Environmental Impact
13 Statement. More importantly, this hearing is a
14 formal opportunity for you to get inveolved in

15 the NEPA Process. This hearing is scheduled to

16 conclude at &:00 p.m., but if necessary, will
17 continue until all comments have been receiwved.
18 This formal session may end before 8:00 p.m.,
19 1f there are no more comments. However, the

20 overall hearing, including materials to be

21 viewed and discussion with team members

22 individually, will continue until &:00 p.m.,

23 unless all interested parties have left the

24 meeting.

25 If following the presentation any members
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of the audience have guestions regarding
clarification of any points you may not have
understood, you may fill out a question card,
which can be found at the registration desk or
on several tables scattered throughout the
room, Or you may ralse your hand now and
someone will bring a card to you. Once you
have filled out your guestion on the card,
please raise your hand again and one of our
staff will collect it from you. Only guestions
regarding clarification of the topics presented
will be entertained. General comments on the
action will not be read by our panel, but you
may present your comment orally later in this
hearing or submit it on one of our comment
cards found throughout the room.

We will take a ten-minute break to allow
Colonel Krueger, the 190th Air Refueling Wing
staff, National Guard Bureau staff, and the
environmental consultants to review any
questions submitted and identify the best
person to answer each.

After the break, we will answer any
questions we have received on the guestion

cards from the audience. Once guestions have
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1 been answered, members of the audience who

2 check the box on the registration cards

3 indicating their desire to provide oral

4 comments will be asked to come forward.

5 Registration cards were available at the
6 registration table as you came in. If yvou have
7 not filled out a card or indicated your desire
] to speak and wish to do so, please raise your

9 hand and a card will be provided to you now.

10 In addition, there are materials at the
11 door describing the official Air National Guard

1z proposal, the description of the proposed

13 action and alternatives, and information on the

14 locations where you can review the Draft

15 Environmental Impact Statement after tonight,
16 if you have not already done so.

17 To ensure that all interested citizens

18 have an opportunity to speak, I will limit the

19 comments to ten minutes per person. I1f time

20 allows after everyone has had an opportunity to
21 provide their comments, you may have more time.
22 You will only be allowed to comment when your
23 name is called. Elected officials and

z24 individuals representing organizations will be

25 called upon first.
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1 A court reporter is recording this
2 proceeding for the record. We will take a ten-
3 minute break every hour to allow the court
4 reporter to take a break.
5 At this time I would like to introduce
6 and recognize public officials that are present
7 at the hearing. Mr. Larry Wolgast, the Mayor;
] Elizabeth Patton representing U. S. Senator
9 Jerry Moran; Bob Archer, Chairman of the
10 Shawnee County Commission; and Kevin Cook,
11 Shawnee County Commissioner.
1z As mentioned earlier, restrooms are
13 located outside those doors in the back just
14 off to the left, and refreshments can be found
15 near the check-in desk.
16 Throughout this hearing, I ask that you
17 keep in mind that this public hearing is not a
18 debate, or any type of vote on the Draft
19 Environmental Impact Statement, nor 1s 1t
20 primarily designed as a guestion-and-answer
21 session, although legitimate, clarifying
22 questions may be asked. At the conclusion of
23 this hearing you may discuss the findings of
24 the Draft Environmental TImpact Statement in
25 greater detail with the staff members from the
Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS
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1 190th Air Refuelling Wing, National Guard

2 Bureau, and the consultant's technical

3 representatives.

4 If you do not wish to provide oral

5 comments, written comments will be accepted and
6 will be given egqual consideration. Even 1f vyou
7 do make an oral statement, you are welcome to

] provide a written statement to reaffirm the

9 comments you made and any additional comments
10 you would like to make.

11 Written comments should be sent to the

1z National Guard Bureau at the address printed on

13 the comment form that you filled out, or on the

14 website. The address is also provided on the
15 comment sheets.
16 All relevant, substantive comments will

17 be included in the administrative record and

18 will be addressed in the Final Environmental
12 Impact Statement. The formal comment period
20 for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement

21 ends on March 24th, 2014. Tt is wvery important
22 for you to realize that the Kansas Air National
23 Guard and the National Guard Bureau will be

24 open and responsive Lo your comments and

25 concerns throughout the NEPA Process.
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1 It is a requirement to inform you that
2 under the Privacy Act of 1974, your name,
3 address, and comments, if provided during this
4 NEPA Process, will be:
5 Used to compile mailing lists for sending
S project reports, brochures, and other
7 information concerning the environmental impact
] statement to those individuals and groups who
9 might be interested.
10 Forwarded to federal, state, and local
11 agencies, and elected officials.
1z The addresses of private individuals will
13 not, again I repeat "will not," be published in
14 documents released to the public.
15 Failure to provide the information
16 requested would prevent delivery of documents
17 and notification of further developments.
18 However, documents are avallable on the project
19 webslite and in select libraries, with locations
20 published in local newspapers.
21 Now, before we proceed with the
22 presentation, if you have not reviewed a copy
23 of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
z24 copies are available for you to review while in
25 attendance at this hearing at each of the
Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS
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1 information booths. Further, vyou may pick up a

2 CD with the document on 1t at the check-in

3 desk. There is also a list of locations where
4 the Envirconmental Impact Statement is provided
5 for public review after this meeting in the

6 informational handouts. If you did not receilve
7 other informational materials that were

8 available at the entrance, please raise your

9 hand and someone will provide them to you.

10 Ckay, at this point, I will turn this

11 over to Colonel Krueger, the Commander for the

1z 190th Air Refuelling Wing.

13 COLONEL KRUEGER: Thank you, Your
14 Honor. Good evening, my name is Colonel Ron
15 Krueger, and I'm the Wing Commander of the

16 Kansas Air National Guard's 1%0th Air

17 Refuelling Wing at the Forbes Field Airport.

18 On behalf of the Kansas Air National Guard, I
19 want to welcome all of you to this important

20 public hearing regarding the Draft

21 Environmental Tmpact Statement for the proposed

22 beddown of the KC-46A tanker aircraft. It is

23 our goal this evening to provide you with
z24 information about the proposed aircraft beddown
25 and the National Environmental Policy Act,
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1 commonly referred to as NEPA, and to ensure
% your maximum participation and understanding of
3 this process.
4 I would like to introduce you to
5 individuals who are here this evening to assist
6 in answering questions about the aircraft
7 conversion and to facilitate your participation
8 in commenting on the findings of the Draft
9 Environmental Impact Statement.
10 You have already met Colonel Wendy

11 Sherman, Judge Advocate, from Randolph Air

1z Force Base, Texas. She will be presiding over
13 this evening's hearing. Next, we have First
14 Lieutenant Jarrod Brunkow, the 190th Air

15 Refuelling Wing's Envirconmental Manager, who
16 will provide you with an overview of the

17 proposed action and alternatives; and Anne

18 Eowe, from the National Guard Bureau, who will

19 be explaining some key considerations regarding

20 the National Environmental Policy Act.

21 We have also have a number of other

22 individuals who hawve been involved in the

23 development of the Environmental Impact

24 Statement. They are from the Kansas Air

25 National Guard, the National Guard Bureau, and
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1 Cardno TEC, our environmental consultants.
% They will be available after the current formal
3 session to answer guestions and to help

4 facilitate this process. You will find that

5 any member in uniform or with an EIS name tag

6 can either answer your questicons or direct you
7 to the right individual to answar your

8 gquestions.

9 The greater Topeka community is important

10 to the 19%0th Air Refuelling Wing, and community
11 input is wvaluable to the environmental
1z analysis. Forbes Field ARirport is the current

13 home of the 190th Air Refuelling Wing. Many of

14 our current, as well as retired, members live
15 in the Topeka area. We are a part of this

16 community.

17 Many of yvou have been consistently

18 supportive of the military and of the 190th Air
19 Refuelling Wing. This community helped foster
20 the development of the Kansas Air National

21 Guard as well as the 1%0th Air Refuelling Wing

22 over the years. This support is and has been
23 deeply appreciated. Like you, our members live
24 and work in this community and care deeply

25 about its future. This i1s home to us all,
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1 The proposed action 1s for the Air Force
% to replace a portion of the existing KC-135

3 aerial refuelling fleet with the KC-46A, which
4 will be a new aircraft to the Air Force's

5 fleet. As such, the Air Force plans to

6 identify locations for the beddown of a formal
7 training unit {(also known as "FTU") and the

8 First Main Operating Base (also known as "MOB

9 1"y, which will both be led by active duty
10 units. This has been the subject of a separate
11 Environmental Impact Statement and is not part
1z of this discussion tonight. The Air Force will

13 also beddown the KC-46A at a Second Main

14 Operating Base (also known as "MOB 2%"), which
15 will be led by an Air National Guard unit.

16 This hearing is regarding the Second Main

17 Operating Base beddown only, as the FTU and MOB
18 1 beddown are the subject of a separate action.
18 The National Guard Bureau has prepared

20 the Draft Environmental Impact Statement to

21 analyze the potential impacts of the MOB 2

22 KC-46A beddown. The Draft Environmental Impact
23 Statement analyzes potential environmental

24 conseqguences that could result from the

25 proposed beddown of 12 KC-46A aircraft at any
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1 of five alternative BAir National Guard

% installations, including:

3 Forbes Air National Guard Station,

4 Kansas;

5 Joint Base McGuire-Dix-TLakehurst, New

6 Jersey;

7 Pease Alir National Guard Station, New

8 Hampshire;

9 Pittsburgh Air National Guard Station,

10 Pennsylvania; and

11 Rickenbacker Air National Guard Station,
1z Ohio.

13 The no-action alternative is required by
14 the National Environmental Policy Act, and was
15 evaluated also to provide a baseline for

16 decision-makers. The no-action alternative

17 evaluates the environmental consequences of not
18 basing the KC-46A aircraft at any installation.
19 Under the no-action alternative, no
20 installation would be selected to host the
21 KC-46A for the Second Main Operating Base.
22 In 2013, the Secretary of the Air Force
23 announced Pease Air National Guard Station as
24 the preferred alternative for the KC-46A Second
25 Main Qperating Base. The United States Rir
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1 Force selected Pease Air National Guard Station
% based on an operational analysis, results of

3 site surveys, and military judgment factors.

4 We would like to emphasize that although the

5 preferred alternative for the beddown has been
6 announced, no final decision has been made on

7 the basing of the KC-46A alircraft currently

8 under analysis in this draft EIS. Until a

9 decision is made by the Secretary of the Air
10 Force, all alternatives are still under

11 consideration and are treated egually.

1z 4As shown on the poster boards, as a

13 result of the Proposed Action, there would ke a

14 change to the type of aircraft based at the

15 selected installation; a change to the mix of
16 aircraft using the associated airspace; changes
17 to staffing and manpower at the selected

18 location; changes to the number of airfield

19 operations; as well as minor reguired

20 construction, building renovation, and facility
21 demolition. There would be no new or modified
22 airspace required to support this action. The

23 proposed aircraft beddown is estimated to begin
24 in late 2017 or 2018 for the National Guard

25 Bureau.
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1 If Forbes Air National Guard Station 1is
z selected for the MOB 2 KC-46A beddown, 12

3 KC-135 aircraft would be replaced by 12 KC-46A

4 aircraft, personnel would increase by 194
5 individuals, total airfield operations would
6 increase by 17 percent, and the acreage off

7 airport-controlled property within the 65

8 decibel Day-Night Average Sound Level noise

9 contour would decrease by 55 acres. If Forbes
10 is not chosen for the beddown of the KC-46A

11 tanker aircraft, the existing KC-135 will

12 remain at the base for the foreseeable future.
13 Again, I want to thank you for your

14 attendance and your interest this evening.

15 Please let me know if T can be of further

16 azsistance, either during or after tonight's

17 formal proceedings conclude. With that, I will
18 turn over the hearing to First Lieutenant
19 Brunkow, Environmental Manager for the 190th

20 Air Refuelling Wing.

21 FIRST LIEUTENANT BRUNEKOW: Thank vyou,
22 Coleonel Krueger. Good evening ladies and
23 gentlemen and welcome to the public hearing for

24 the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. As

25 the Commander indicated, T am First Lieutenant
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1 Jarrod Brunkow, and I serve as the
% environmental manager for the 1%0 Air

3 Refuelling Wing. As a member of the Ailr

4 Refuelling Wing and the local community I'm

5 very interested in what happens here as well.
6 This is an important occasion to discuss this
7 topic and I appreciate your interest, your

8 participation, and your comments.

9 The Draft Environmental Impact Statement
10 evaluates impacts to 11 resources by the

11 proposed action to include Noise, Air Quality,
1z Safety, Biological Rescurces, and cultural

13 resources. Other resources evaluated can be
14 reviewed in the Draft Envirconmental Impact

15 Statement. As a result of the draft

16 environmental analysis, we do not expect the

17 proposed action to have any significant impacts

18 to any resources.

19 I will speak briefly to most of the

20 resources I just mentioned. However, more

21 in-depth information is provided in the Draft
22 EIS document for all 11 resources.

23 The noise poster board shows baseline

z24 noise contours for the existing KC-135 aircraft
25 operations and proposed noilse contours from
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1 KC-46A aircraft operations of Forbes. The

% analysis was based on 8,040 allocated flying

3 hours for each unit, which is a conservative
4 estimate, meaning the flying hours would most
5 certainly be below that number for each

) alternative.

7 As you can see the noise contours would

8 be reduced slightly with a reduction of 55

9 acres off the airport-controlled property.

10 Forbes Air National Guard Station is located in
11 an area that does not exceed the standard for
1z all criteria pollutants. Any increases in

13 emissions from the proposed action would be

14 well below the established thresholds for our

15 area and would not be significant.
16 Under this Alternative, minor
17 construction and renovation of facilities would

18 be reguired resulting in approximately five

12 acres of temporary soill disturbance and no new
20 impervious surfaces. There would be no impacts
21 to wetlands, floodplains, federally listed

22 species, or culture resources. In addition,

23 the Air National Guard has initiated

24 government-to-government coordination with all

25 federally recocgnized tribes affiliated with the
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1 area. To date, from the responses we have
% received, no tribe has indicated that any
3 traditional resources occur in the project
4 area.
5 We look forward to input provided from
6 the public and affected communities as we

7 proceed through the NEPA Process. Once the

8 requirements of NEPA are complete, the Air

9 Force will make its final basing decision.

10 Thank you for your attention, and I will now
11 turn the presentation over to Ms. Anne Rowe,

1z the Naticnal Guard Bureau Project Manager for

13 the Environmental Impact Statement, fo discuss
14 the NEPA Process.

15 MS. ROWE: I will briefly summarize
16 the NEPA Process. The National Environmental

17 Policy Act, commonly referred to as NEPA, aids

18 federal agency decision-makers in determining
19 the future course of federal actions. It's the
20 objective of NEPA to ensure that decision-

21 makers have the environmental information and

22 public input to facilitate informed decisions.

23 The goal of preparing the Environmental
24 Impact Statement is to support sound decisions
25 throughout the assessment of potential
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1 environmental impacts, as well as involving the
% public in the process. The result of this
3 analysis and other relevant factors will be
4 considered before a decision is made by the Air
5 Force on this proposal.
5 The Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
7 or Draft EIS, which was made available for your
8 reviewing at a number of public locations

9 beginning on Febkruary 7, 2014, presents the

10 findings and analysis of the proposed action

11 and alternatives on the envirconmental criteria
1z set forth in NEPA. Tonight's public hearing is
13 the second of two public comment forums that

14 provide the public an opportunity to comment on
15 the scope and content of the Environmental

16 Impact Statement. The first forum, called a

17 scoping meeting, was held here and at other
18 alternative locations in June of 2013.

15 Comments have also been solicited from
20 local, state, and federal agencies that have
21 jurisdiction over a particular resource, such
22 as air and water guality. That process began
23 with a release of the Notice of Intent to

Z4 prepare an Environmental Impact Statement on

25 May 17th, 2013, and continues today with public
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1 and agency review of the Draft Environmental
z Impact Statement.
3 This hearing gives the potentially
4 affected communities an opportunity to comment
5 on the analysis that has been presented in the
6 Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
7 The formal public comment period ends on
8 March 2Z4th, 2014. Following this period, oral
9 and written comments received from both the
10 public and government agencies will be reviewed
11 by the Air Force and the National Guard Bureau.
1z We will continue to accept comments throughout
13 the NEPA Process. However, it is more
14 difficult to give your comments the
15 consideration they deserve as the process winds
16 down closer to the release of the Final
17 Environmental Impact Statement, or Final EIS,
18 After all comments cn the Draft
12 Environmental Impact Statement have been
20 addressed, substantive comments will be
21 reviewed and responded to in the Final EIS.
22 The Final Environmental Impact Statement will
23 be released to the public for a 30-day period
24 befcre a record of decision is signed by the
25 Secretary of the Air Force or their designee.
Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS
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1 The Record of Decision is scheduled to be
% signed in June of 2014.
3 This concludes the explanation of both

4 the KC-46A beddown proposal, as well as the

5 NEPA Process. I now return the program back to
6 our hearing officer. Thank vou.

7 CCLONEL SHERMAN: Does anyone have

8 any guestions? If so, we would ask that you

9 please raise your hand. There does not appear

10 to be any guestions. So since there are no
11 questions, I would like to begin the formal
1z public comment portion of the hearing. T will

13 call the speakers in the order in which they
14 signed up, with any elected officials having
15 the opportunity to speak first.

16 So the court reporter can accurately
17 capture your comments, please clearly state
18 your full name and the full name of the

19 organization you represent, 1f any. Do not

20 provide any other personal information, such as

21 your home address or phone number. Your oral
22 comments will be used to develop a transcript
23 and permanent record of this meeting. Again,
24 as a courtesy to those others whe have

25 registered to speak, please limit your comments

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-22 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

23
1 to ten minutes. This applies to all of our
% speakers. Keep 1in mind yvou are welcome to
3 submit written comments and there are no page
4 limits. The Air Force shall give egual weight
5 to all comments, whether they are oral, or
6 written, or both.
7 You do not have to speak for the full ten
8 minutes. However, 1if you choose to speak for
9 the full ten minutes, I will advise you when
10 your ten minutes are almost up. Following our
11 comment, I ask that you sit down so that I may
1z call on the next speaker. If you think you'll
13 have more comments than you can present in the
14 time allotted, make the most important comments
15 first, and then follow up by submitting the
16 remainder of your comments in writing, 1f you
17 wish.
18 Again, please understand there is no page
19 limit to written comments. Equal weight will
20 be given to both oral and written comments.
21 They will a1l become a part of the official
22 record and be included in the Final
23 Environmental Impact Statement.
z24 I would now like to begin. The first
25 speaker is Mayor Larry Wolgast.
Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS
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MAYOR WOLGAST: Colonel Sanders {(sic)

and Krueger, my name 1s Larry Wolgast. I'm
Mayor of the City of Topeka. I have a letter
that we have presented that -- it is a -- it's
not a long letter. Actually, we speak in
support of the Greater Topeka Chamber of
Commerce, who has a more detailed letter
looking at the various ramifications of the
relocation and the motives for it.

I am writing in support of bringing the
First Air National Guard KC-46A Main QOperating
Base with the 190th Air Refuelling Wing to the
Forbes Field Air National Guard Base in Topeka,
Kansas. The City of Topeka has been honored to
be the home of the 19%0th Air Refuelling Wing,
and our community has demonstrated that it is
well suited to support the men and women who
will be serving the new KC-46A. Topeka is home
to multi-generational military families whose
parents or grandparents came to Forbes Air
Force Base as part of the Strategic Air
Command, men and women who stayed to start a
family, buy a home, join the work force. These
men and women brought talent, energy and

leadership skills which melted well with our

24
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1 goals, and Topeka has prospered because of
% their contributions. We are a better city
3 because of their presence, and our community
4 remembers their role. The ties that bind us
5 together, Topeka and Forbes, are strong, and
6 the lines between civilian and military are
7 indistinguishable. This indelible
8 characteristic can't be measured, but we know
9 it is the heart and socul of who we are as
10 Topeka and members of the military service in
11 this community.
1z Then I say, the Greater Topeka Chamber of
13 Commerce has done an outstanding job providing
14 the facts and backgrounds. I proudly endorse
15 their comment on behalf of the City of Topeka
16 and am especially honored to extoll the
17 attributes of this community and its people.
18 We are excited about the cpportunities we have
12 to coffer, and I personally encourage you to
20 consider Forbes Field Air National Guard Base
21 as the new home for the Air National Guard
22 KC-46A Main Operating Base. We are ready to
23 provide support in any way possible. Thank vyou
z24 for your consideration. We look forward to
25 working with vou.
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1 I want to add two other comments. First,

% the City of Topeka, in partnership with the

3 Topeka Military Relations Committee, recognizes
4 military personnel each year. Each of the

5 services in the community selects an

6 outstanding person i1n their units, and they are

7 presented at the City Council meeting. On

8 April 4th this year, the City 1s recognizing

9 these outstanding service members and including
10 a member of the Kansas Alr Naticnal Guard. I
11 think this speaks to the role that this

1z community places on the military service and

13 everything that it means to this community. T
14 appreciated hearing the -- the environmental

15 study and the background, and although not a

16 persconal note, I will say that I have lived in
17 the flight line for a number of years -- and

18 I'm speaking only for myself -- have never

19 thought it a problem, but have thought 1t a
20 very good sound to hear the planes flying over.
21 Thank you very much.
22 COLONEL SHERMAN: Next is Mr. Bob
23 Archer, Chairman, Shawnee County Commission.
24 CHAIRMAN ARCHER: Thank you, and

25 welcome. Welcome everyone., I'm going to begin
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1 by reading the official letter, and then I have
z a personal comment to make. The Shawnee County
3 Board of Commissioners would like to encourage
4 the U. §. Air Force to bring the First Air
5 National Guard KC-46A Main QOperating Base to
5 the Forbes Field Air National Guard Base in
7 Topeka. The 150th Air Refuelling Wing has
8 called Forbes home for many years, and with
9 leadership from the Air Force and the Air
10 National Guard, 1t has become cone of the most
11 significant tanker operations in the country.
1z Forbes Field has excellent facilities and would
13 easily house the KC-46A and the additional
14 personnel. In addition to the excellent
15 facilities at Forbes Field, Topeka also offers
16 some of the most affordable housing in the
17 country. Topeka has first class medical
18 facilities, an abundance of shopping throughout
19 the community, and a wide wvariety of
20 entertainment. We have first rate schools, and
21 we are home to Washburn University, which draws
22 many students from throughout the world, as
23 well as ocur local students. We have always
24 been proud to be the home of the Air Naticnal
25 Guard 190th and would be equally proud to be
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1 home of the new KC-46A. The airmen from the
% 190th are active in our community, and they are
3 highly represented by the citizens in our
4 community. The active duty airmen and their

5 families with the KC-46A operating base would
6 equally be welcome and would guickly become a

7 part of ocur family. The Board of County

8 Commissioners strongly encourages you to
9 consider Forbes Field Air Naticonal Guard Base
10 as the new home for the Air National Guard

11 KC-46A Main Operating Base. We stand ready to
1z provide whatever assistance we can to assure a

13 smooth transition and move to Topeka. Signed

14 Bob Archer, Chair; Kevin Cook, Vice Chair; and
15 Shelly Buhler, Member of the Commission.

1o COLONEL SHERMAN: Thank vyou, sir.

17 CHATRMAN ARCHER: Now, on a personal
18 note, as an elected official, I get a lot of
18 different assignments and reguests, and one

20 that T got for the Visit Topeka magazine was to
21 say in your own words what makes Topeka unique.
22 And I submitted the following: The small town

23 charm, friendliness and cooperation of a

24 capital city with great education, arts and

25 livability make Topeka one of a kind. I hope
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1 yvou'll locate here. We'd really love to have
Z the fueler. Thank you wvery much.
3 COLONEL SHERMAN: Next we have Mr.
4 Neil Dobler from the Chamber of Commerce. Sir.
5 MR. DOBLER: Thank you. Thank you
6 and welcome. My name 1s Neil Dobler. I
7 represent the Chamber of Commerce in the
8 capacity of the chairman of the board for 2014.
9 I have scme prepared comments which I will
10 leave.
11 The Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce
1z strongly urges the U. §. Alr Force to place the
13 First Air National Guard KC-46A Main Operating
14 Base with the 190th Air Refuelling Wing at
15 Forbes Field Air Natiocnal Guard Base, Topeka,
16 Kansas. The 190th has worked diligently over
17 the years along with the leadership from the
18 Air Force and Air National guard to create one
19 of the highest-quality and most cost effective
20 tanker operations in the country. They have
21 done that with the strong support of this
22 community, as vou have heard from the Mayor and
23 Chairman Archer. This community has been home
24 to Forbes Field since 19%42, so we have a long,
25 long history.
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1 Forbes Field is optimally located to
% support the air refuelling needs of the
3 Department of Defense, as well as having first
4 class facilities that would reguire very little

5 investment to house the KC-46A and additional

6 active duty airmen. The existing ramp space
7 will accommodate the larger aircraft with room
8 to spare. Furthermore, a recent collaborative

9 effort by the 19%0th Air Refuelling Wing, the
10 City of Topeka, Shawnee County, Topeka Chamber,
11 and local industry was successful in rezoning
1z arecas arcund the base that will help protect

13 the runway from encroachment for years to come.

14 In addition to the many positives Forbes Field
15 has to offer, the greater Topeka community 18
16 also well positioned to meet the needs of

17 active duty airmen and their families assigned

18 to the base. The Topeka community has the

19 necessary quality housing to accommodate
20 additional personnel and their families.
21 Topeka is consistently ranked as one of the

22 most affordable metropolitan areas in the
23 country for housing; additionally, in 2011,
24 Topeka's housing was ranked as number six in

25 affordable housing for veterans in the country
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1 by Livability.com.
z Topeka has also benefited from several
3 large corporations that have recently built
4 facilities near Forbes Field that provide well
5 paying jcbs that military dependents may be
6 interested in. We have high achieving, strong
7 K through 12 public and parochial private
8 schools throughout the communities. These
9 schools have innovative programs, newer
10 facilities, and are technology rich. As Mr.
11 Archer mentioned, Topeka is also home to
1z Washburn University, which is just a few
13 minutes' drive from the base and will provide
14 airmen and their dependents with the
15 opportunity to recelive a college degree while
16 stationed at Forbes Field. Additionally, the
17 University of Kansas and Kansas State
18 University are both located less than an hour
18 from Topeka.
20 Finally, the 190th Air Refuelling Wing
21 has built a2 strong and positive working
22 relationship with the Metropolitan Topeka
23 Airport Authority created through strong
24 commitment to public and private partnerships.
25 This lasting relationship gives the 190th the
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1 ability to maintain a secure and low-cost
% installation by sharing infrastructure and cost
3 for dual use facilities and functions. It is a
4 true public/private partnership.
5 The Topeka community actively embraces
6 the 190th, not only for the economic impact,

7 but for the many intangible impacts military

8 service has on our community. 1%0th personnel
9 are locally regarded as the highest quality

10 community members, respected by both the

11 business community and the citizens of Topeka
1z and Kansas. The Greater Topeka Chamber of

13 Commerce places such importance in the 190th's
14 presence in Topeka that a permanent position

15 was created in 2004 on the Chamber board of

16 directors for the 13%0th Commander to be assured
17 that the needs of the 13%0th and their mission
18 are always supported by the business community.
19 Additionally, the citizen airmen of the
20 130th are our neighbors and friends. They
21 provide community —- the community with
22 leadership and core wvalues instilled by the Air
23 Force. We are proud to be the home of the Air
24 National Guard's 190th.

25 Topeka Chamber of Commerce and the
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1 community stand with the 190th Air Refuelling

% Wing, the Adjutant General, and the Governor of

3 Kansas to encourage your attention to their
4 capabilities and readiness to accept the new
5 assignment of KC-46A tankers. We are always
6 ready to provide assistance and partnership

7 with the 190th and express our desire to the

8 new Air National Guard KC-46A Main Operating

9 Base at Forbes Field Air National Guard Base,
10 Topeka, Kansas.
11 This letter has been signed by the board

1z of directors, and I'll leave that with vou.

13 And T appreciate yvour time. Thank you very

14 much.

15 COLONEL SHERMAN: Cur next speaker is

16 Gina Pensick (spelled phonetically).

17 MS., PENSICK: I'm simply going to
18 submit written comments, ma'am.
18 CCLONEL SHERMAN: Thank vyou. And Mr.

20 Allan Towle. Sir.

21 MR. TOWLE: I apclogize. T did not
22 write my comment. Most of what I have to say
23 has already been said, but I think it's

24 impeortant -- I apologize. I am Allan Towle,

25 president of Fidelity State Bank & Trust
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1 Company and chairman of the board of Go Topeka.
% Most of what I've already said has been said by
3 the distinguished gentlemen that got to speak

4 ahead of me. And I appreciate them going

5 threough all of that.

6 I do want to add that the Topeka business
7 community -- and I see this in my work life,

8 and I see this in being involved in Go Topeka

9 -- is wery supportive of the military, very

10 supportive of the 190th. The 190th adds great
11 economic value to Topeka, and I believe Topeka
1z adds great economic value to the 120th. One of

13 the advantages of bringing the aircraft here is

14 that we do have a very large RAir Force base

15 runway so 1t can accommodate those. The

16 facilities here and the infrastructure here are
17 already in place, with minor adjustments for

18 the military to be able to use our facilities
19 here in Topeka. Our community has wvery strong

20 support. We've got the housing, we've got the
21 schools, we've got some great opportunities for
22 education and great opportunities for jobs for
23 the family members of the military that would

24 be coming to Topeka should this happen. So it

25 would be a great opportunity for the military
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1 as well to come to Topeka with these additional
2 alircraft.
3 A few years ago my son Joined the Marine
4 Reserves; and with that, I have had an
5 oppertunity to get a little more first hand
6 knowledge and observaticn, I should probably
7 say, of how the public supports the military in
8 Topeka. And it is Jjust outstanding when he
9 goes places, the reactions that he gets because
10 of his service to our country. And we
11 certainly appreciate your service to our
1z country and everything that you have done for
13 us through today. We certainly encourage you
14 to bring the KC-46A here to Topeka. Thank you
15 very much.
16 CCOLONEL SHERMAN: You're welcome,
17 sir. This evening's goal was to provide you
18 with open communication and accurate
19 information to ensure your informed
20 participation in the NEPA Process. I hope that
21 we have achieved that goal. Please feel free
22 to viegit the information booths and ask any
23 additional questions you may have regarding
24 this propecsed action. You have an cpportunity
25 during the formal comment period ending March
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1 24th, 2014, to provide written comments.
% Please stop by the registration booth to get
3 any additional materials you may need.

4 Thank you and have a good evening.

10
11
1z
13

14

1o
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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1 CERTIFPFICATE
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3 COUNTY OF SHAWNEE )
4 I, Roxana 3. Montgomery, a Certified
5 Shorthand Reporter in and for the State of
) Kansas, duly commissioned as such by the
7 Supreme Court of the State of Kansas, do hereby
8 certify that I was present at and reported 1in
9 shorthand the foregoing proceedings had at the
10 aforementioned time and place; further that the
11 foregoing 35 pages is a true and correct
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13 IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto
14 affixed my Cfficial Seal this day of
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EIS HEARING PROCEEDINGS.......

IN RE: Public hearing for the Draft
Envirconmental Impact Statement for the
Second Main Operating Base Beddown of
the KC-46A Tanker Aircraft....

HELD BETFORE:

Colonel William Muldcoon
Captain April Doolittle
Colonel Robert Meyer
Captain Robert Mende:z

Anne Rowe, Project Manager

HELTD 0 N: Tuesday, March 4, 2014
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PATRICIA A. TERRACCIANC, Certified Court
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o'clock p.m., at the offices of Plumbsted Fire
District #1 Fire Station, 59 Main Street, New

Egypt, New Jersey.
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11
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14
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17
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21
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EIS Hearing Proceedings:

CAPTAIN APRIL DOOLITTLE, (the
BASE Public Affairs Officer): Good
evening ladies and gentlemen, and welcome
to the public hearing for the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Second Main Operating Base Beddown of the
KC-46A Tanker Aircraft. I am Captain
2pril Doclittle with the 108th Wing
Public Affairs Office, located in central
New Jersey.

Please enjoy the refreshments
provided. Restrooms are cutside in the
lobby, and smeoking in the facility is
prohibited.

Before starting the formal
portion ¢f tonight's hearing, I ask that
cell phones be turned off or placed in
the silent mode. During the proceedings,
please do not interrupt the speakers and
please be respectful to those providing
oral comments. We will do our best to
glve everyone an opportunity to speak, in
the time we have.

Colonel William Muldoon (Judge

Page 2
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Advocate) will now begin the formal
portion of tonight's hearing.

COLONEL WILLIAM MULDOON ({Judge
Advocate): Good evening and thank vyou
Captain Doolittle. I am Judge Colonel
Bill Muldoon and T am a Chief Regicnal
Military Judge of the United States Air
Force from Nellis Air Force Base, HNevada.
I'd like to make clear from the cutset
that I'm here in my capacity as a federal
judge solely to act as a moderator in
this hearing. The United States Trial
Judiciary is an independent organization.
I do not work for, or with, anyone in
this room. T am not a member of this
command or assigned to this installation.
I report directly to the Chief Trial
Judge of the United States Air Force and
to the Judge Advocate General of the Air
Fcrce. I have had no invelvement with
the preparation of this proposed action
or the Environmental Impact Statement. I
have not rendered legal advice or
assistance with respect to this action.

I'm here tonight to serve as an

Page 3
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1 independant public hearing officer

2 regarding the Draft Envirconmental Impact
3 Statement. I am responsible for

4 providing everyone an opportunity to

5 comment tonight on the proposed action,

6 alternatives, and asscociated

7 environmental analysis.

8 This public hearing provides

9 yvou with the formal opportunity for

10 comment. I do not make any

11 recommendation or decision on whether the
12 propesed project should be continued,

13 modified, or abandoned or how the

14 Environmental Impact Statement should be
15 prepared. Therefore, during the public
16 comment portion of this hearing I urge

17 you to direct your comments to the

18 individuals on our panel.

19 The purpose of this public
20 hearing 1s to provide vou with an
21 opportunity to comment on the findings of
22 the Draft Envirconmental Impact Statement.
23 More importantly, this hearing is a
24 formal opportunity for you to get
25 involved in the NEPA Procsss.
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1 This hearing is scheduled to
z conclude at 8:00 p.m., kut if necessary,
3 will continue until all comments have

4 been received. This formal session may
5 end before 8:00 p.m., if there are no

6 more comments. However, the overall

7 hearing, including materials to be viewed
8 and discussion with team members

9 individually, will continue until 8:00
10 p.m., unless all interested parties have
11 left the meeting.

12 If fcollowing the presentation
13 any members of the audience have

14 questions regarding clerification of any
15 points you may not have understood, you
16 may f£ill out a guestion card, which can
17 be found at the reglistration desk or on
18 several tables scattered throughout the
19 room, ©r you may ralse your hand now and
20 scmecone will bring a card to you.
21 Once you have filled out your
22 question on the card, please raise vyour
23 hand again and one of our staff will
24 collect it from you. Only gquestions
25 regarding clarification of the topics
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1 presented will be entertained. General

i comments on the action will not be read

3 by our panel, but you may present your

4 comment orally later in this evening or

5 submit it on one of the comment cards

6 found throughout the room.

7 Once questions have been

8 answered, members of the audience who

9 checked the box on their registration

10 cards indicating their desire to provide
11 oral comments will be asked to come

12 forward.

13 Registration cards were

14 available at the registraticn table as

15 you came in. If you have not filled out
16 a card or indicated your desire to speak
17 and wish to do so, please ralse your hand
18 and a card will be provided to you now.
15 In additicn, there are
20 materials at the door describing the
21 official Air National Guard propcsal, the
22 description of the proposed acticon and
23 alternatives, and information on
24 locaticons where you can review the draft
25 Environmental Impact Statement after
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tonight, if you have not already done sc.

Tc ensure that all interested
citizens have an opportunity to speak, I
will limit the comments to ten minutes
per person. If time allows after
everyone has had an cpportunity to
provide their comments, you may have more
time. You will only be allowed to
comment when your name is called.

Elected officials and individuals
representing organizations will be called
upon first.

A court reporter is recording
this proceeding for the record. We will
take a ten-minute break every hour to
allow the court reporter to take a break.

As mentioned earlier,
reatrooms8 are located to the left down
the hallway that is marked with the exit
sign, and refreshments can be found near
the check-in desk.

Throughcut this hearing, I ask
that you keep in mind that this public
hearing is not a debate, or any type of

vote on the Draft Environmental Impact

Page 7
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1 Statement, nor is it primarily designed
i as a question-and-answer session,

3 although legitimate, clarifying questions
4 may be asked.

5 At the conclusion of this

6 hearing you may discuss the findings of
7 the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
8 in greater detail with the staff members
9 from the 108th Wing, Naticnal Guard

10 Bureau, and the consultant's technical
11 representatives.

12 If you do not wish to provide
13 oral comments, written comments will be
14 accepted and will be given eqguzal

15 consideration. Even if you do make an
16 oral statement, you are welcome to

17 provide a written statement to reaffirm
18 the comments you made and any additional
19 comments you would like to make.
20 Written comments should be
21 sent to the National Guard Bureau at the
22 address printed on the comment form that
23 you filed out, or on the website. The
24 address 1s also printed on the comment
25 sheets.
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1 All relevant, substantive

2 comments will be included in the

3 administrative reccord and will be

4 addressed in the Final Environmental

5 Impact Statement. The formal comment

3 period for the Draft Environmental Impact
7 Statement ends on March 24, 2014. It is
8 very important for you to realize that

9 the New Jersey Air National Guard and the
10 National Guard Bureau will be open and

11 responsive to your comments and CONCerns
12 throughout the NEPA process.

13 It is a requirement to inform
14 you that under the Privacy Act of 1574,
15 your name, address and comments, if

16 provided during this NEPA process, will
17 be:

18 > Used to compile mailing

19 lists for sending project reports,
20 brochures, and other information
21 concerning the Environmental Impact
22 Statement to those individuals and groups
23 who might be interested.
24 > Forwarded to federal, state
25 and local agencies, and elected
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1 officials.

Z > The addresses of private

3 individuals submitting comments will NOT,

4 repeat, "will NOT," be published in

5 documents released to the public.

6 Failure to provide the

7 information requested would prevent

8 delivery of documents and notification of

9 further developments. However, documents

10 are available on the project website and

11 in select libraries, with locations

12 published in local newspapers.

13 Now, before we proceed with

14 the presentation, if you have not

15 reviewed a copy of the Draft

16 Environmental Impact Statement, copies

17 are avallable for you to review while 1n

18 attendance at this hearing at each of the

19 information booths.

20 Further, you may pick up a CD

21 with the document con it at the check-in

22 desk. There 1s also a list of locations

23 where the Envircnmental Impact Statement

24 is provided for public review after this

25 meeting in the informational handouts.
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1 If you did not receive other

i informational materials that were

3 available at the entrance, please raise

4 your hand and somecne will provide them

5 to you.

3 At this pecint, I will turn

7 this over to Colonel Meyer, the Commander

8 for the 108th air refueling Wing.

9 COLONEL MEYER: Thank you, Your
10 Honor. Good evening, my name i1s Colonel
11 Bob Mevyer, and I am the Wing Commander
12 for the 108th Air Refueling Wing, New
13 Jersey Alr National Guard, at Joint Base
14 McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst.

15 Cn behalf of the New Jersey

14 Alr Naticonal Guard, I want to welcome all
17 of you to thils impcrtant public hearing
18 regarding the Draft Environmental Impact
19 Statement for the proposed beddown of the
20 KC-46A tanker aicraft.

21 It is our goal this evening to
22 provide you with information about the

23 proposed aircraft beddewn and the

24 National Environmental Policy Act,

25 cemmonly referred to as NEPA, and to
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1 ensure your maximum participaticon and
2 understanding of this process.
3 I would like to introduce you
4 to individuals who are here this evening
5 to assist in answering guestions about
3 the aircraft conversion and to facilitate
7 your participation in commenting on the
8 findings of the Draft Environmental
9 Impact Statement.
10 You have already met Colanel
11 William Muldocon from Headquarters Air
12 Force. He will be presiding over this
13 evening's hearing. Next we have Captain
14 Robert Mendez, the 108th Wing's
15 Environmental Manager who will provide
16 you with an overview of the proposed
17 action and alternatives; and Anne Rowe,
18 from the Naticnal Guard Bureau, who will
19 be explaining some key considerations
20 regarding the National Environmental
21 Policy Act.
22 We also have a number of other
23 individuals who have been invelved in the
24 development of the Environmental Impact
25 Statement. They are from the New Jersey
National Court Reporters, Inc 888.800.9656
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1 International Guard, the National Guard

Z Bureau and Cardno TEC, our environmental
3 consultants. They will be available

4 after the current formal session to

5 ansawer guestions and to help facilitate

3 this process. You will find that any

7 member in uniform or with an EIS name tag
8 can either answer your Jquestions or

9 direct vou to the right indiwvidual to

10 answer your questions.

11 The greater central New Jersey
12 community is important to the 103th Wing,
13 and community input is valuable to the

14 environmental analysis. Joint Base

15 McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst is the current home
16 of the 108th Wing. Many cof our current,
17 as well as retired members live in the

18 area. We are part of this community.

19 Many of you have been
20 consistently supportive of the military
21 and of the 108th Wing. This community
22 helped foster the development of the New
23 Jersey Alr Natiocnal Guard as well as the
24 108th Wing over many years. This support
25 is and has been deeply appreciated. Like
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you, our members live and work in this
community and care deeply about its
future. This is home to all of us.

The proposed action is for the
Alr Force to replace a portion of the
existing KC-135 aerial refueling fleet
with the KC-46A, which will be a new
aircraft to the Air Force's fleet. As
such, the Air Force plans to identify
locations for the beddown of a formal
training unit (also known as "EFTU") and
the First Main COperating Base (alsoc known
as "MOB 1"), which will both be led by
active duty units. This has been the
subject of a separate Environmental
Impact Statement and is NOT a part of
this discussicn thilis evening.

The Air Force will also
beddown the KC-46A at a Second Main
Operating Base (also known as "MOB 2"),
which will be led by an International
Guard unit. This hearing is regarding
the Second MOB, Main Cperating Base
beddown only, as the FTU and MOB 1

beddown are the subject of a separate

14
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action.

The National Guard Bureau has
prepared this Draft Environmental Impact
Statement to analyze the potential
impacts of the MOB 2 KC-46A bheddown. The
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
analyzes potential environmental
consequences that could result from the
proposed beddown of 12 KC-46A aircraft at
any of fiwve alternative International
Guard installations, including:

> Forbes Alr National Guard
Station, Kansas;.

> Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey;.

> Pease Alr National Guard
Station, New Hampshire;.

> Pittsburgh Air Naticnal
Guard Station, Pennsylvania; and.

> Rickenbacker Alr Naticnal
Guard Station, OChio.

The no-action alternative is
required by the Naticnal Environmental
Pclicy Act, and will be evaluated also to

provide a baseline for decisicon-makers.

Page 15
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1 The no-action alternative evaluates the
i environmental consequences of not basing
3 the KC-46A aircraft at any installation.
4 Under the no-action alternative, no
5 installation would be selected to host
3 the KC-462 for the Second Main Operating
7 Base.
8 In 2013, the Secretary of the
9 Air Force announced Pease International
10 Guard Station as the preferred
11 alternative for the KC-46A Second Main
12 Operating Base. The United States Air
13 Force selected Pease Air Naticnal Guard
14 Station based on an operational analysis,
15 results of site surveys, and military
16 judgment factors. We would like to
17 emphasize that although the preferred
18 alternative for the heddown has bheen
19 announced, no formal decisicon has been
20 made on the basing of the KC-46A alrcraft
21 currently under analysis in this draft
22 EIS. Until a final decision is made by
23 the Secretary of the Air Force, all
24 alternatives are still under
25 consideration and are treated equally.
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As shown on the poster boards,
as a result of the Proposed Action, there
would be a change to the type of aircraft
based at the selected installation; a
change to the mix of aircraft using
associated air space; changes to staffing
and manpower at the selected location:
changes to the number of airfield
operations; as well as minor required
construction, building renovation, and
facility demolition. There would be no
new or modified airspace required to
support this action. The proposed
aircraft beddown is estimated to begin in
late 2017 or 2018 for the National Guard
Bureau.

If Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Takehurst is selected for the
MOB 2 KC-46A beddown, 8 KC-135 aircraft
would be replaced by 12 KC-46A aircraft,
personnel would increase by 287
individuals, total airfield operations
would increase by 15 percent, and the
acreage coff airport-contrclled property

within the €5 decibel Day-Night Average

Page 17
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1 Scund Level noise contour -- there 1s a
2 mouthful -- would increase by 419 acres.
3 If Joint Base
4 McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst is not chosen for
5 the beddown of the KC-46A Tanker
3 Aircraft, the existing KC-135 will remain
7 at the base for the foreseeable future.
8 Again, I want to thank yvou for
9 vour attendance and your interest this
10 evening. Please let me know if T can be
11 of further assistance, either during or
12 after tonight's formal proceedings
13 conclude. With that, I will turn over
14 the hearing to Captain Mendez,
15 Environmental Manager for the 108th Wing.
16 Thank vyou.
17 CAPTAIN MENDEZ: Thank vyou,
18 Colonel Meyer. Good evening ladies and
19 gentlemen and welccme to the public
20 hearing for the Draft Envircnmental
21 Impact Statement. As the Commander
22 indicate, I am Captain Robert Mendez, and
23 I serve as the environmental manager for
24 the 108th Wing. As a member of the unit
25 and of the local community I am very
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1 interestaed in what happens here as well.
i This is an important occasion in which to
3 discuss this topic and I appreciate your
4 interest, your participaticn, and your

5 comments.

3 The Draft Environmental Impact
7 Statement evaluates impacts to eleven

8 resources by the proposed action to

5 include Neoise, Air Quality, Safety,

10 Biolegical Resources, and Cultural

11 Resources. Other Resources evaluated can
12 be reviewed in the Draft Environmental

13 Impact Statement. As a result of the

14 draft environmental analysis, we do not
15 expect the proposed acticn to have any

16 significant impacts to any resources.

17 I will speak briefly to most
18 of the resources I just mentioned;

19 however, more in-depth informaticn is
20 provided in the Draft EIS document for
21 all eleven resources.
22 The noise poster board shows
23 baseline nolse contours from existing
24 KC-135 aircraft operations and proposed
25 nocise contours from KC-46A aircraft
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operations at Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst. The analysis was
based on 8,040 allocated flying hours for
each unit, which is a conservative
cstimate, meaning that flying hours would
most certainly be below that number for
each alternative.

As vyou can see the noise
contours would increase with an addition
of 419 acres off airport-controlled
property affected. Impacts to Air
Quality from proposed operational
emissions would be less than significant
for all criteria pollutants, except
nitregen oxides, which would be above the
de minimis threshold of 100 tons per
year. A conformity determination 1s
being prepared to address this and will
be completed prior to finalizing the
Environmental Impact Statement. The
National Guard Bureau is coordinating
with Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst and
the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Quality on the effort.

Under this Alternative minor
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1 construction and renovation of facilities
i would bhe reguired resulting in

3 approximately 4.7 acres of temporary soil
4 disturbance and 2.4 acres of new

5 impervious surface. There would be no

6 impacts to wetlands, floodplains, or

7 federally listed species. 1In addition,

8 the Air National Guard has initiated

9 government-to-government coordination

10 with all federally recognized tribes

11 affiliated with the area. To date, from
12 the responses we have received, no tribe
13 has indicated that any traditional

14 resources oCccur in the project area.

15 We look forward to input

16 provided from the public and affected

17 communities as we proceed through the

18 NEPA process. Once the requirements of
19 NEPA are complete, the Air Force will
20 make its final basing decision.
21 Thank you for your attention,
22 and I will now turn the presentaticn over
23 to Ms. Anne Rowe, the National Guard
24 Bureau Project Manager for the
25 Environmental Impact Statement to discuss
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the NEFA process.

ANNE ROWE: Thank vou, Captain
Mendez .

I will briefly summarize the
NEPA process. The National Environmental
Policy Act, commonly referred to as NEPA,
aids Federal agency decision-makers in
determining the future course of federal
actions. It is the cbjective of NEPA to
ensure that decision-makers hawve the
environmental information and public
input to facilitate informed decisions.

The goal of preparing the
Environmental Impact Statement is to
support scund decisions through the
aggsessment of potential environmental
impacts, as well as involving the public
in the process. The result of this
analysis and cother relevant factors will
be considered before a decision is made
by the Air Force on this proposal.

The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, or Draft EIS, which was made
available for your wviewing at a number cf

public locations beginning on February
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1 7th, 2014, presents the findings and

z analysis of the proposed action and

3 alternatives on environmental criteria

4 set forth by NEPA.

5 Tonight's public hearing is

6 the second of two public comment forums

7 that provide the public an opportunity to
8 comment on the scope and content of the

9 Environmental Tmpact Statement. The

10 first forum, called a scoping meeting,

11 was held at here and at the other
12 alternative locations in June 2013.

13 Comments have also been

14 solicited from local, state and Federal
15 agencies that have jurisdiction cver

14 particular resources, such as ailr and

17 water quality. That process began with
18 the release of the Notice of Intent to

19 prepare an Environmental Impact Statement
20 on May 17, 2013, and continues today with
21 public and agency review of the Draft
22 Environmental Impact Statement.
23 This hearing gives the
24 potentially affected communities an
25 opportunity to comment on the analyses
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that have been presented in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

The formal public comment
pericd ends on March 24th, 2014.
Following this period, oral and written
comments received from both the public
and government agencies will be reviewed
by the Air Force and the National Guard
Bureau. We will continue to accept
comments throughout the NEPA process.
However, it 1is more difficult to give
your comments the consideration they
deserve as the process winds down closer
to the release of the Final Environmental
Impact Statement, or Final EIS.

After all comments on the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement have
been addressed, substantive comments will
be reviewed and responded to in the final
EIS. The Final Environmental Impact
Statement will be released to the public
for a 30-day period before a record of
decision 1is signed by the Secretary of
the Air Force or their designee. The

Record Of Decision 1s scheduled to be
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1 signed in June 2014.

2 This concludes the explanation
3 of both the KC-46A beddown proposal, as
4 well as the NEPA process.

5 I now return the program back
6 to our hearing officer. Thank you.

7 * ok ok

8 COLONEL WILLTAM MULDOON:

9 Thank you, Ms. Rowe.

10 My records show we don't have
11 any written qguestions from anyone

12 attending.

13 Did anyone attending have any
14 questions for the panel to clarify

15 anything before we proceeded? And I am
16 not seeing any.

17 Also, I would don't have any
18 note of anyone wanting to make a public
19 comment .
20 At this point I will offer an
21 opportunity if anyone wanted to make a
22 comment .
23 AUDIENCE MEMBER: Can I ask
24 questions about the table?
25 COLONEL WILLIAM MULDOON:
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Certainly, yes you may.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: S0 I
understand, there are eight KC-135s at
McGuire, at McGuire-Dix-Lakehust, and
there 1s eight up at Peasea?

COLONEL: I believe Pease has
12 currently.

AUDIENCE MEMEER: So, they're
going to keep four of them?

COLONEL: I believe they
relinquished their entire KC-135 fleet
and that will be replaced with KC-46A.

MS. ROWE: It will be replaced
with 12 -- it would lose zll their
KC-135s and be replaced with 12 KC-46s.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Does McGuire
-— How many are, KC-135s are at McGuire?

COLONEL: We have, we possess
eight.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: And you'd
give all of those up and get --

COLONEL: &nd get 12 of these.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Ckay. Now,
this, the table deoesn't reflect your

KC-10 assets. So I mean, I am looking at

26
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this table as the 1355 only.

The KC-10s add a lot more
capability to joint based
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst.

COLONEL: Tt is another air
refueling asset that we have on the main
installation which is operated primarily
by the active component in conjunction
with the 514, which is the Air Force
Reserve.

So I mean across the joint
installation we have a robust air
re-fueling fleet, but it is also made up
of you know, us, International Guard
asset as well as the 514 reserve and 305.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Do they have
any active duty up at Peasge?

COLONEL: They have an
associate unit up there as well. They
do. They have what they refer tc as a
classic association.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: And they
have separate aircraft for that?

COLONEL: They share the

alrplane. So they all operate that same

Page 27
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12 135s.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: I see. The,
as far as the modification, 1t appears as
if the modifications at Pease are almost
identical to those at
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst.

S0, I mean I don't see a
difference.

Is there a reason that you
would need to add 287 people at
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst wversus 187 up at
Pease?

Why are -- any idea why there
might -- and I don't expect the answer to
this question. Any idea why you might
have additional pecple at Lakehurst?

COLONEL: Do you have the
answer to that one? Do you want to take
that one?

MS. ROWE: Because Joint based
McGuire doesn't have an active asscciate
right now so that would include an active
associate at Joint Base McGuire.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: I don't know

what that means. That means that, tThat

28
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1 you would -- those additional people

2 would e supporting an active duty

3 component, 1is that what that means, or?

4 MS. RCWE: I'm sorry.

5 AUDIENCE MEMBER: I am not sure
3 I understand what an associate -- I mean
7 I understand what that means but why, why
8 does that impact the number of people?

9 That is the bottom ——

10 MS. ROWE: Because —-- Right.

11 And Pease has —-- Pease has, Pease is the,
12 only one of the five that has the active
13 associate right now. So, they are, they
14 already have an active assoclate there.
15 AUDIFNCE MEMBER: And to

16 create one here requires additional

17 people?

18 MS. ROWE: Yes, sir. Do you

19 want to explain what an active associate
20 is?
21 COLONEL: Tt would be &
22 scenario where you have one squadron that
23 is lead by the International Guard; then
24 you would have an active duty squadron
25 that associates with that International
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Guard, so...

AUDIENCE MEMBER: I see.

COLONEL: It 1s a net gain of
manpower to operate the 135R models that
we currently have.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Just so 1
understand for the record here, let me
say. So, the fuel supply for
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst comes by a secure
underground pipe?

COLONEL: That is correct.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: And the
supply from Pease comes from a -- it
gets, I guess barged in, and then it gets
trucked to the base?

COLONEL: I have to verify that
one. It may be best to add Anne on this
one, but it i1is my understanding that it
is by tanker truck.

MS. ROWE: Sir, I will just
stop you right now. I appreciate your
question. We can clarify your gquestion
after the formal part.

If yvou would like to get up

and make a statement about that --
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AUDIENCE MEMBER: No, you'wve
answered all my gquestions, thank vyou.

MS. RCOWE: That is fine. T
didn't want to keep going back and forth,
but certainly we can clarify any
questions that you have once we're done
this portion of it.

But feel fee to get up and
speak. And also, ves, and how, how they
fueled it, I don't know how they fueled
it. It was part of this environmental
analysis. So, it is not relevant to the
Environment Impact Statement.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: I
understand. Thank you.

MS. RCWE: Yes, sir.

COLONEL WILLIAM MULDOON: Did
anyone else have any guestions or
clarification?

What I will do, I will take a
brief ten-minute break, to see, if based
on that, anyone wanted to make a public
comment. And then we will come back on
the record to take any public comments if

anyone had to make them.
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If you have not provided a
card with your question or a card with
your desire to make a comment to our
staff yet, now would be the time to do
that.

And then I will alert everyone
when it 1s time to reconvene the hearing.
As I stated before,

refreshments are available for your
enjoyment. And restrooms are down the
corridor with the exit sign. And we'll
take a ten-minute break.

* kK

(Break taken.)
*k kK

COLONEL WILLIAM MULDOON: This
hearing 1s reconvened.

We still have not received any
written gquestions and there is nc cne
listed on the sign-in sheets who wanted
to speak and make a formal public
comment.

But we are going to begin the
public, formal public comment portion of

the hearing.
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If there i1s anyone who didn't
sign up and would like to make a formal
public comment, this would be the time to
do that.

Not seeing anyone -- I remind
everyone 1in attendance that vyou can still
make written comments as described before
and as 1in the handcut materials.

Equal weight will be given tc
both oral and written comments in this
process. They will all become part of
the official record and will be included
in the Final Environmental Impact
Statement.

This evening's goal was to
provide you with open communication and
accurate informaticn to ensure your
informed participation in the NEPA
Drocess.

I hope that we have achieved
that goal. Please feel free to visit the
information booth and ask any additional
guestions that you may have regarding
this proposed acticn. You have an

oppeortunity during the formal comment

Page 33

National Court Reporters, Inc 888.800.9656

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

B6-70

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

z written comments,

3 have a good evening.

7 * *

10 ok x
11
12
13
14
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20
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1 period ending March 24, 2014,

3 Please stop by the

9 hereby concluded at 6:47 p.m.)
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to provide

4 registration booth to get any additional

5 materials you may nead. Thank vyvou and

8 {(WHEREUPON, the deposition is
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CERTIFICaTTIOHN

I, Patricia A. Terracciano, Certified
Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public duly and
qualified in and for the State of New Jersey, do
hereby certify that the foregoing transcript 1s a
true and correct transcript of my original

stenographic notes.

I further certify that I am neither
attorney or ccunsel for, nor related to or
employed by any of the parties to the action in
which this depesition is taken:; and furthermore,
that I am net a relative or employee of any
attorney or counsel employed by the parties hereto

or financially interested in the acticn.

PATRICIA A. TERRACCIANC
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER
License No. 1158
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1 JUDGE ADVOCATE : Colonel William Muldoon

PRESENTERS:

lst Lieutenant Rarcn McCarthy
1 Colonel Paul Hutchinson

Andy Smith, 157th Air Refueling Wing's Envirconmental
5 Manager

Anne Rowe, National Guard Bureau

7 OFFICIAL APPEARANCES:

8 Mayor Bob Lister
Ms. Kerry McHugh, Office of Governor Hassan
9 Ms, Sherri Pierce, Office of Senator Shaheen
Mr. Bud Fitch, Office of Senator Ayotte
10 Mr. Josh Denton, Office of U.3. Representatiwve
Shea-Porter
11 Mr. Sean Downey, Office of U.S. Representative Kuster
Mzjor General William Reddel, the Adjutant General for
12 the State of New Hampshire
Brigadier General Carolyn Protzman, Deputy Adjutant
13 General and the Commander of the Air National Guard for
the State ¢f New Hampshire
14 Major General (ret.) Joe Simeone
Major General (ret.} Mark Sears
15 Colonel (ret.) Dick Martel

16
SPEAKERS @

17
Mayor Robert Lister, Portsmouth

18 State Senator Martha Fuller Clark
Ms. Kerry McHugh, Office of Governor Hassan

19 Mg, Sherri Pierce, Office of Senator Shaheen
Mr. Bud Fitch, Office of Senator Ayotte

20 Mr. Josh Denton, Office of U.3. Representatiwve

Shea-Porter

21 Mr. Sean Downey, Office of U.3. Representative Kuster
Ms. Renee Plummer

22 Mr. Doug Bates
Mr. Ron Snow

23
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1z

13

14

le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

SPEAKERS:

Ms. Karen Benedetti, Office of Gordoen Simmons, President

and CEO of Serwvice Credit Union
Mr. Bill Hopper

Mr. John Frink

Dr. Melvin Prostkoff

(Letters read into the record as part of this
transcript on behalf of Governor Hassan, Senator
Shaheen, Senator Ayotte, U.S5. Representative
Shea-Porter, U.S. Representative Kuster, and Gordon
Simmons were not read verbatim, therefore, noc guotes
are used.)
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1 LIEUTENANT MCCARTHY: Good evening, ladies and
2 gentlemen. Welcome to the public hearing of the Draft
3 Environmental Impact Statement for the second main

4 operating base beddown of the KC-46A Tanker Aircraft.
5 I am First Lieutenant Aaron McCarthy with the 157th

6 Air Refueling Wing's Public Affairs Cffice located in

7 Portsmouth/Newington, New Hampshire.
8 We'd 1like to remind you to please enjoy the
9 refreshments provided out in the lobby. The restrooms

10 are outside in the lobby down tc the right, and

11 smoking in this facility is prohibited.

12 Before starting the formal portion of teonight's
13 hearing, I ask that cell phones be turned off or

14 placed in silent mode. During the proceedings, please
15 do not interrupt the speakers and please be respectful
16 of those providing oral comments. We will do our best
17 to give everyone an opportunity to speak in the time
18 we have. Thank you.

195 COLONEL MULDOCN (Judge Advocate): Good evening.
20 My name 1s Colonel Bill Muldocon. I am a military

21 Judge. I'm the Chief Regional Military Judge for the
22 Western region cof the United States Air Force from

23 Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada. Before we begin, I'd
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1 like to make clear from the outset that T am here in
2 my capacity as a federal judge solely to act as

3 moderator in this hearing. The United States Trial

4 Judiciary is an independent organizaticon. I do not

5 work for or with anyone in this room. I am not a

6 member of this command or assigned to this

7 installation. I report directly to the Chief Trial

8 Judge of the United States Air Force and to the Judge
9 Advocate General of the United States Air Force. I
10 have had no involvement with the preparation of this

11 proposed action or the Environmental Impact Statement.

12 I have not rendered legal advice or assistance with

13 respect to this acticon. T am here tonight to serve as
14 an independent public hearing officer regarding the

15 Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I am

16 responsible for providing everyone an opportunity to
17 comment tonight on the proposed action, alternatives,

18 and assoclated envircnmental analysis. This public

19 hearing provides you with the formal oppeortunity for
20 comment. T do not make any recommendation cor decision
21 on whether the proposed project should be continued,
22 modified, or abandoned or how the Environmental Impact

23 Statement should be prepared. Therefore, during the
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o
1 public comment portion of this hearing, I urge you to
2 direct your comments to the individuals on our panel.
3 The purpcse of this public hearing is te¢ provide

4 you with an opportunity to comment on the findings of
5 the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. More
6 importantly, this hearing is a formal opportunity for

7 you to get involved in the NEPA process. This hearing

8 is scheduled to conclude at 8 p.m., but if necessary,
9 will continue until 3ll comments have been received.
10 This formal sessicn may end before 8 p.m. if there are

11 no moere comments. However, the overall hearing,
12 including materials to be viewed and discussion with
13 team members individually, will continue until 8 p.m.

14 unless all interested parties have left the meeting.
15 If, following the presentation, any members of
le the audience have questions regarding clarification of
17 any points you may not have understood, you may fill
18 out a guestion card, which can be found at the

19 registration desk or on several tables scattered

20 throughout the room or you may ralse your hand now and
21 gsomecne will bring a card to you. Once you have

22 filled out your question on the card, please ralse

23 your hand again and one of our staff will collect it
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5
1 from you. Only guestions regarding clarificaticon of

2 the topics presented will be entertained. General

3 comments on the action will not be, but you may

4 present your comment orally later in this hearing or

5 gubmit it on cne of the comment cards feound throughout
0 the room.

7 If there are questions, we will take a 10-minute

8 break to allow Colonel Hutchinson, the 157th Air

9 Refueling Wing staff, National Guard Bureau staff, and

10 the environmental consultants to review any guestions

11 submitted and l1dentify the best person to answer each.
12 After we break, we will answer any gquestions we
13 have received on the guestion cards from the audience.

14 Once questions have been answered, members of the

15 audience who checked the box on the registration cards
le indicating their desire to provide oral comments will
17 be asked to come forward.

18 Registration cards were available at the

19 registration table as you came in. If you have not

20 filled out a card or indicated your desire to speak

21 and wish to do szo, please raise vyour hand and a card
22 will be provided to you now.

23 In addition, there are materials at the door
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8

1 describing the official Air National Guard proposal,
2 the description of the proposed action and

3 alternatives, and information on locations where you
4 can review the Draft Environmental Impact Statement

5 after tonight, if you have not already done so.

6 To ensure that all interested citizens have an
7 opportunity to speak, I will limit the comments to

] five minutes per person. If time agllows after

9 evaeryone has had an opportunity to provide their
10 comments, you may have more time. You will only be
11 allowed to comment when your name is called. Elected
12 officials and individuals representing crganizations
13 will be called upon first.
14 A court reporter is recording this proceeding
15 for the record. We will take a 10-minute break every

16 hour to allow the court reporter to take a break.

17 At this time, I would like to introduce and

18 recognize public officials that are present at the

15 hearing. Mayor Bob Lister; from the 0Office of

20 Governor Hassan, Ms. Kerry McHugh; from the Office of
21 Senator Shaheen, Ms. Sherri Pierce; from the Office of
22 Senator Ayotte, Mr. Bud Fitch; from the Office of U.S.

23 Representative Shea-Porter, Mr. Josh Denton; from the
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1 Office of U.S. Representative Ann Kuster, Mr. Sean

2 Downey; Major General William Reddel, the Adjutant

3 General for the State of New Hampshire; Brigadier

4 General Carolyn Protzman, Deputy Adjutant General and

5 the Commander c¢f the Air National Guard for the State

6 of New Hampshire; Major General (ret.) Joe Simeone;

7 Major General (ret.) Mark Sears; and Colonel (ret.)

] Dick Martel.

9 As mentioned earlier, restrooms are located in
10 the lobby to the right and refreshments can be found
11 near the check-in desk.

12 Throughcut this hearing, I ask you to keep in
13 mind that this public hearing is not a debate or any

14 type of vote on the Draft Environmental Impact

15 Statement. Nor is it primarily designed as a question
16 and answer session, although legitimate clarifying
17 questions may be asked as I discussed e=arlier. At the

18 conclusion of this hearing, you may discuss the

19 findings ¢f the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
20 in greater detail with the staff members of the 157th
21 Alr Refueling Wing, National Guard Bureau, and the

22 consultant's technical representatives.

23 If vou do not wish to provide oral comments,
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10

11

12

13

14

15

le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

10

written comments will be accepted and will be given
equal consideration. Ewven if you do make an oral
statement, you are welcome to provide a written
statement to reaffirm the comments you made and any
additional comments you would like to make. Written
comments should be sent to the National Guard Bureau
at the address printed on the comment form that you
filled ocut or on the website. The address 1s also
provided on the comment sheets. All relevant and
substantive comments will be included in the
administrative record and will be addressed in the
Final Environmental Impact Statement. The formal
comment period for the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement ends con March 24, 2014. It 1is very
important for you to realize that the New Hampshire
Air National Guard and thée National Guard Burcau will
be open and responsive to your comments and concerns
throughout the NEPA process.

It is a requirement to inform you that under the
Privacy Act of 1974, vyour name, address, and comments,
if provided during of the NEPA process, will be used
to compile malling lists for sending project reports,

brochures, and cther information concerning the
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10

11

12

13
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le

17

18
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11

Environmental Impact Statement to those individuals
and groups who might be interested; forwarded to
federal, state, and local agencies and elected
officials; the addresses of private individuals
submitting comments will not, and I repeat, will not
be published in documents released to the public,

Failing to provide the information requested
would prevent delivery of documents and notification
of further developments. However, documents are
available on the project website and in select
libraries with locations public -- exXcuse me -- with
locations published in local newspapers.

Now, before we proceed with the presentation, if
you have not reviewed a copy of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, copies are able for
you Lo review while in attendance at this hearing at
each of the information booths. Further, you may pick
up a CD with the deocument on it at the check-in desk.
There's also a list of locations where the
Environmental Impact Statement is provided for public
review after this meeting in the informaticnal
handouts. I vyou did not recelve other informational

materials that were avalilable at the entrance, please
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12z
1 raise your hand and someone will provide them to you.
2 At this point, I will turn this cver to Colonel
3 Hutchinson, the Commander of the 157th Air Refueling
q Wing.
5 COLONEL HUTCHINSON: Thank you, Your Honor.
0 Good evening. My name is Colonel Paul Hutchinscon, and
7 I am the Wing Commander for the New Hampshire Air

8 Naticnal Guard's 157th Air Refueling Wing at the

9 Portsmouth International Airport. ©On behalf of the
10 New Hampshire Air National Guard, I want toc welcome
11 vou all to this important public meeting regarding the
12 Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed
13 beddown of the KC-46R Tanker Aircraft. It is our goal
14 this evening to provide you with information about the
15 propesed aircraft beddown and the National

16 Environmental Policy Act, commonly referred to as

17 NEPA, and to ensure your maximum participation and

18 understanding of this process.

19 I would like to introduce you to individuals who
20 are here this evening to assist in answering questions
21 about the aircraft conversion and to facilitate vyour
22 participation in commenting con the findings of the

23 Draft Environmental Statement.
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You have already met Colonel William Muldoon,
Judge Advocate from Headguarters Air Force, Joint Base
Andrews, Maryland. He will be presiding over this
evening's hearing. Next, we'll have Mr. Andy Smith,
the 157th Air Refueling Wing's environmental manager,
who will provide an overview of the proposed action
and alternates. Anne Rowe from the National Guard
Bureau, who will be explaining some of the key
considerations regarding the National Envircnmental
Policy Act. We also have another -- a group of other
individuals who have been involved in the development
of the Environmental Impact Statement. They are from
the New Hampshire Air National Guard, the National
Guard Bureau, and Cardno TEC, our envircnmental
consultants. They will be available after the current
formal session to answer guestions and to help
facilitate the process. You will find that any member
in uniform or with an EIS name tag can either answer
your guestion or direct you to the right person to
answer your guestion.

The greater Portsmouth and Newington community
is important to the 157th Air Refueling Wing, and

community input is wvaluable to the environmental
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14

1 analysis. Portsmouth Internaticnal Airport is the

2 current home of the 157th Air Refueling Wing. Many of
3 our current as well as retired members live in the

1 communities of Portsmouth and Newington, and we are —-
5 we are embedded as part of this community.

0 Many of you have consistently been suppeortive of
7 the military and of the 157th Air Refueling Wing.

8 This community has helped foster the development of

9 the New Hampshire Air National Guard as well as the

10 157th Air Refueling Wing over the years. This support

11 15 new and has been deeply appreciated. Like you, our
12 members live and work in the community and care deeply
13 about its future. This i1s home to all of us.

14 The proposed action is for the Air Force to

15 replace a portion cf the existing KC-135 air refueling

16 fleet with the KC-46A, which will be a new aircraft to
17 the Air Force fleet. As such the Air Force plans to
18 identify locaticns for the beddeown of a formal

19 training unit, alsc known as FTU, and the First Main
20 Operating Base, also known as MOB 1, which will both
21 be led by active duty units. This has been the

22 subject of a separate Environmental Impact Statement

23 and 1s not part of the discussicn tonight. The Air
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15
1 Force will alsoc beddown the KC-46A at a Second Main

2 Operating Base, also known as MOB 2, which will be led
3 by an Air Naticnal Guard unit. This hearing is

4 regarding the Second Main Operating Base beddown only,
5 as the FTU and the MOB 1 beddown are the subject of a
6 separate action.

7 The National Guard Bureau has prepared this

] Draft Environmental Impact Statement to analyze the

9 potential impacts of the MOB 2 KC-46A beddown. The
10 Draft Environmental Impact Statement analyzes
11 potential environmental consequences that could result

1z from the proposed beddown of 12 KC-46A aircraft at any

13 of the five alternmate Air National Guard

14 installations, including Forbes Air National Guard

15 Station, Kansas; Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New
16 Jersey; Pease Ailr National Guard Station, New

17 Hampshire; Pittsburgh Air National Guard Station in
18 Pennsylvania; and Rickenbacker Air National Guard
19 Station, Chio.

20 The no-action alternative 1s regquired by the
21 National Envircnmental Policy Act and was evaluated
22 alsc to provide a baseline to decision makers. The

23 no-action alternative evaluates the environmental
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1 consequences of not basing the KC-46A zircraft at any
2 installation. Under the no-action alternative, no
3 installation would be selected to host the KC-46A for
4 the Second Main Operating BRase.
5 In 2013, the Secretary of the Air Force
6 announced Pease Air National Guard Station as the
7 preferred alternative for the KC-4¢A Second Main
] Operating Base. The United States Air Force selected
9 Pease Air National Guard Station on an operational
10 analysis, results of site surveys, and military
11 judgment factors. We would like to emphasize that
12 although the preferred alternative for the beddown has
13 been announced, no final decision has been made on the
14 basing of the KC-46A aircraft currently under the
15 analysis of this Draft EIS. Until a final decision is
16 made by the Secretary of the Ailr Force, all
17 alternatives are still under consideration and are
18 treated equally.
19 2As shown on the poster boards, as a result of
20 the proposed action, there would be a change to the
21 type of aircraft based at the selected location: a
22 change in the mix of aircraft using the asscciated

23 airspace; changes to staffing and manpower at the
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17
1 selected locations; changes to the number of airfield
2 operations: as well as minor required construction,
3 building renovation, and facility demoliticon. There
4 would be no new or modified airspace required to
5 support this acticen. The proposed aircraft beddown is
0 estimated to begin in late 2017 or 2018 for the
7 Naticonal Guard Bureau.
8 If Pease Alr National Guard Station 1s selected

9 for the MOB 2 KC-46A beddown, 8 KC-135 aircraft would
10 be replaced by 12 KC-46A aircraft, personnel would
11 increase by approximately 171 individuals, total
12 airfield operaticns would increase by 7 percent, and

13 the acreage off airport-controlled property within the

14 65 decibel day/night average sound level noise contour
15 would increase by 4 acres.
le If Pease is not chosen for the beddown of the

17 KC-46A Tanker Aircraft, the KC-135 will remain at the

18 base for the foreseeable future.

19 Again, I'd like to thank you for your attendance
20 and your 1nterest this evening. Please let me know if
21 I can be of any further assistance either during or
22 after tonight's formal proceedings conclude. With

23 that, I will turn the hearing over to Mr. Andy Smith,
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18
1 the environmental manager for the 157th Air Refueling
2 Wing.
3 MR, SMITH: Thank you, Cclecnel Hutchinson. Good

4 evening, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the public
5 hearing for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
0 As Tthe Commander indicated, I am Mr, Andy Smith, and I
7 serve as the envirommental manager for the 157th Air

8 Refueling Wing. As a member of the Air Refueling Wing

9 and of the local community, I am very interested in
10 what happens here as well. This is an important
11 occasion in which to discuss this topic, and I
12 appreciate your interest, your participaticn, and yeur
13 comments.
14 The Draft Environmental Impact Statement
15 evaluates impacts to 11 resources by the proposed

16 action to include noise, air quality, safety,

17 biological resources, and cultural resources. Other
18 resources evaluated can be reviewed in the Draft

19 Environmental Impact Statement. As a result of the

20 draft environmental analysis, we do not expect the

21 proposed action to have any significant impacts to any
22 resources.

23 I will speak briefly to most of the rescurces I
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1 must mentioned, however, more in-depth information is

2 provided in the Draft EIS document for all 11

3 rescurces.
4 The neise poster board shows baseline noise
5 contours from existing KC-135 aircraft cperations and

6 proposed nolse contours from KC-46A aircraft

7 operations at Pease. The analysis was based on 8,040
] allocated flying hours for each unit, which is a
9 conservative estimate, meaning that flying hours would

10 most certainly ke below that number for each

11 alternative.
12 As you can see, the noise contours would
13 increase slightly with an addition of 4 acres of

14 uninhabited land being affected off the installation.
15 Pease Air Naticnal Guard Station is located in a

16 maintenance area for czone, which is a criteria

17 pollutant as designated by the Clean Air Act.

18 Projected emissions from the proposed action would not
19 be expected to exceed established air quality

20 standards. Any increase in air emissions wcould be

21 below the established thresholds for our area and

22 would not be significant.

23 Under this altermative, minor construction and
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1 renovation of facilities would be required, resulting
2 in approximately 3 acres of temporary scil disturbance
3 and 0.5 acre of new impervious surface. There would
4 be no impacts to wetlands, floodplains, federally
5 listed species, or cultural resources. In addition,
6 the Air National Guard has initiated
7 government-to-government coordination with all
] federally recognized tribes affiliated with the ares.
9 To date, from the responses we have received, no tribe

10 has indicated that any traditional resources occur in
11 the project area.

1z We look forward to your input provided from the
13 public and affected communities as we proceed through
14 the NEPA process. Once the requirements cf NEPA are
15 complete, the Air Force will make its final basing

16 decision.

17 Thank you for your attention, and I will now
18 turn the presentation over to Ms. Anne Rowe, the

19 National Guard Bureau project manager for the

20 Environmental Impact Statement, to discuss the NEPA
21 process.

22 MS. RCWE: I will briefly summarize the NEPA

23 process. The National Envircnmental Policy Act,
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1 commonly referred to as NEPA, aids federal agency

2 decision makers in determining the future ccourse of

3 federal actions. It's the objective of NEPA to ensure
4 that the decision makers have the environmental

5 information and public input to facilitate informed

6 decisions.

7 The goal of preparing an Environmental Impact

] Statement i1s to support sound decisions throughout the
9 assessment of potential environmental impacts, as well
10 as involving the public in the process. The results
11 of this analysis and other relevant factors will be
12 censidered before a decision is made by the Air Force
13 on this proposal.
14 The Draft Envirconmental Impact Statement, or

15 Draft EIS, which was made available for your viewing
16 at a number of public locations beginning on February
17 7, 2014, presents the findings and analysis of the

18 proposed action and alternatives on the environmental
19 criteria set forth by NEPA. Tonight's public hearing
20 is the second of two public comment forums that

21 provide the public an cpportunity to comment on the
22 scope and content of the Environmental Impact

23 Statement. The first forum, called a scoping meeting,

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-106 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

22

1 was held at the Portsmouth Public Library and at other

2 alternative locations in June of 2013.

3 Comments have also been solicited from local,
4 state, and federal agencies that have Jjurisdiction
5 over particular resources, such as air and water

6 quality. That process began with the release of the
7 Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact
] Statement on May 17, 2013, and continues today with
9 public and agency review of the Draft Envirconmental
10 Impact Statement.
11 This hearing gives the potentially affected
12 communities an opportunity to comment on the analysis
13 that has been presented in the Draft Environmental
14 Impact Statement.
15 The formal comment public —— the formal public
16 comment pericd ends on March 24, 2014. Feollowing this
17 period, oral and written comments received from both
18 the public and government agencies will still be
19 reviewed by the Air Force and Naticnal Guard Bureau.
20 We will continue to accept comments throughcut the
21 NEPA process. However, it i1s more difficult to give
22 your comments the consgideration they deserve as the

23 process winds down closer to the release of the Final
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1 Environmental Impact Statement, or Final EIS.
2 After all the ceomments on the Draft
3 Environmental Impact Statement have been addressed,
4 substantive comments will e reviewed and responded to

5 in the Final EIS. The Final Environmental Impact
6 Statement will be released to the public for a 30-day
7 public -- for a 30-day period before a Record of
] Decision is signed by the Secretary of the Air Force
9 or their designee. The Record of Decision is
10 scheduled to be signed in June 2014.
11 This concludes the explanation of both the
12 KC-46A beddown proposal as well as the NEPA process.
13 T now return the program back to our hearing officer.
14 COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): When the
15 hearing began, we did not have any guestions asking
16 for clarifications about the Draft EIS. If anyone has
17 a question, I'd ask that they raise their hand at this
18 point in time so a staff member can get you a gquestion
19 card to fill out.
20 And seeing that there are no hands raised, I
21 would like to begin the formal comment portion of the
22 hearing. I will call the speakers in the corder in

23 which they signed up, with any elected officials
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1 having the opportunity to speak first.
2 3o the court reporter can accurately capture
3 your comments, please clearly state your full name and

4 the full name of your organization you represent, if

5 any. Do not provide any other perscnal information

6 such as your home address or phone number. Your oral

7 cemments will be used to develop a transcript and

] permanent record of this meeting. Agailn, as a

9 courtesy to those others who have registered to speak,
10 please limit your comments to five minutes. This

11 applies to all of our speakers. Keep in mind, you are
12 welcome te submit written comments and there are no

13 page limits. The Air Force will give equal weight to
14 all comments whether they're oral, written, or both.
15 You do not have to speak for the full five

16 minutes; however, if you chocse to speak for the full
17 five minutes, I will advise you when your five minutes
18 are almost up. Following your comments, I will ask

19 that you sit down so I may call on the next speaker.
20 If you think you'll have more comments than you can
21 present in the time allotted, make the most important
22 comments first, and follow up by submitting the

23 remainder of your comments in writing, if you wish.
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1 Again, please understand there's ne page limit

2 to written comments. Egqual weight will be given to

3 both oral and written comments, They will all become

4 part of the official record and will be included in

5 the Final Envircnmental Impact Statement.

3 I would now like to begin. The first speaker is
7 Mayor Bob Lister.

8 MAYOR LISTER: Thank you, sir. Welcome everyone
9 to the City of Portsmouth and City Hall, My remarks
10 will be brief, but I could not let this opportunity
11 pass without agaln congratulating the New Hampshire
12 Air National Guard, the staff, and the officers who
13 are involved in the New Hampshire Air National Guard.
14 So we welcocme ycou all to the City of Portsmouth and
15 congratulate you again. Thank you for the oppertunity
16 Lo -- provided for this public hearing., It's very
17 important that cur citizens hear about what's
18 happening with the Environmental Impact Statement, and

19 we certainly appreciate the audience and people who

20 will watch this at another time.

21 I'd also like to just be able to mention that
22 not cnly 1s this public hearing important, but because
23 Portsmouth and the surrounding area has had a long
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1 history of military presence, we're very proud to have
2 this hearing tonight and very proud that there may ke
3 an opportunity for the KC-46A to be in the Portsmouth

4 area, and certainly, because of the public hearing,

5 taking inte consideraticon the environmental impact on
0 the City of Portsmouth and the surrounding area.
7 I urge all citizens to support this proposal, to

8 support the New Hampshire National Guard as they have.

9 We appreciate all that you're doing in our community,
10 You are definitely part of our community. This is
11 definitely a team effort, and we appreclate your
12 presence. And we look forward to supporting yecu in
13 your future endeavors, working with you, and being

14 part of this new program. So thank you wvery much.

15 COLCNEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank you,
16 Mayor.

17 State Senator Martha Fuller Clark.

18 SENATOR CLARK: Thank you very much for the

19 cpportunity to speak, and thank you all for being here
20 this evening. I have a letter that I would like to

21 read into the record.

22 Dear Members of the Natiocnal Guard Bureau, I am

23 writing in support of bringing the Air Force's new
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1 tankers, the KC-46, to the Pease Air Naticnal Guard

2 base at the Pease Tradeport Center, Portsmouth, New

3 Hampshire. I believe that the 157th Air Refueling

4 Wing is ideally suited to be the first naticonal guard
5 unit in the country to field the KC-4¢. The 157th has
6 established a track record of unparalleled excellence,
7 winning the Air Force's Outstanding Unit Award 11

] times. And to those of you who are here from the

9 unit, my congratulations and my awe.
10 In just the last two years, the Pease Air
11 National Guard Base has reduced energy consumption by
1z approximately 35 percent through facility medification
13 and new construction projects. The KC-46, with its
14 new technelogically improved design based on the more
15 fuel-efficient Boeing 767 airliner, will give Pease

16 the opportunity to continue this trend and conserve

17 our valuable natural resources.
18 The new tanker also adds increased cargo and
19 aercmedical evacuation capabilities, which can provide

20 potentially life-saving capabilities in national

21 disasters and for overseas missions. Pease 1s the
22 ideal location to provide such support to our nation,
23 close to strategic refueling tracks for missions to
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1 the Middle East, Europe, and Africa. TIts exceptional
2 location allows for missions to be shorter, saving

3 millions in fuel costs, thereby providing an

1 cutstanding value for our country.

5 The 157th Wing is a vital aspect of the seaccast
0 econcmy, generating revenue for small businesses and

7 services. It is also popular with thousands who work

8 at or around Pease. Currently, the Pease ANGB

9 provides approximately $135 million to the local
10 economy. Bringing the KC-46 to Pease will add over
11 100 new jobs and provide an additiconal 7 millicon in

12 annual payroll to the region. It will also add 45

13 millicon in military construction to the lcocal economy.
14 Clearly, having the Air Force's number cne
15 acquisition, the KC-46, based here in New Hampshire

le will also help to ensure the continued vitality of

17 Pease and the local seacoast communities for many

18 years to come. I highly recommend to the committee

19 the selection of Pease and the 157th Alr Refueling

20 Wing as an outstanding site for the bedding of the new
21 KC-46 tankers.

22 Most sincerely, Martha Fuller Clark, State

23 Senator, District Z21.
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Thank you.

COLONEL MULDOCN (Judge Advocate): Thank you,
Senator,

SENATOR CLARK: You're welcome.

COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): From the
governor's office, Ms. Kerry McHugh.

MS5. MCHUGH: My name is Kerry McHugh. I am here
on behalf of Governor Hassan. I'm here to read a
letter from the governor.

Dear Friends, I regret that I am not able to be
with vou in person for today's public hearing, but on
behalf of the State of New Hampshire, I write to
express my strong support for the beddown of the new
KC-46A Aircraft at Pease Air Naticnal Guard Base in
Newington, New Hampshire.

The Pease Air National Guard Base is the best
location for the KC-46A Air Refueling Tankers. The
base is strategically located on the East Coast of the
United States, translating to considerable time and
cost savings for all eastbound support operations. In
addition, much of the infrastructure needed to
successfully implement the KC-46A is already in place

at Pease. This infrastructure includes the longest
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1 Air National Guard runway and parking ramp in the

2 Northeast, air traffic controcl, security, and customs
3 and fire protection.

4 The 157th Air Refueling Wing and the 64th Air
5 Refueling Squadron stationed at Pease are the best

6 options to support the operation of the new KC-46A.

7 The 157th Air Refueling Wing is a model unit made up

] of brave, skilled airmen who consistently exceed
9 expectations in the participation of both military and
10 homeland defense operations. Since their assignment

11 to the 157th Air Refueling Wing in 2009, the 6&4th Air

1z Refueling Squadron has fully integrated intce the Wing

13 and their performance has rated as ocutstanding.

14 Bringing the KC-46A Air Refueling Tankers to
15 Pease will alsc benefit our seacoast communities and
16 economy, bringing more jobs to the regicn and helping

17 the base generate an even greater poesitive economic

18 impact.

19 Our state has a proud tradition of military

20 service dating back to the founding of the New

21 Hampshire Naticnal Guard nearly 400 years ago. Today,
22 the men and women of our Air National Guard continue

23 this tradition of military service. Our New Hampshire
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airmen and scoldiers are true heroes who have proven
their dedication and courage time and again.

The assignment of the KC-46A tankers to Pease
will be good for the Air Naticonal Guard, the State of
New Hampshire, and our economy. It is an heonor to be
selected by the Air Force to base the KC-46A tankers
at Pease.

With every good wish, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Governor.

COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank vou,
Ms. McHugh.

From the O0ffice of Senator Shaheen, Ms. Sherri
Pierce.

MS. PIERCE: Thank you, sir. The senator
regrets that she is unable to be here tonight, but she
asked me to share this letter on her behalf.

Dear Friends, Thank vou for the copportunity to
comment on the basing of the Air Force's new KC-46A
Refueling Tanker at Pease Air National Guard Base. I
have been a strong advocate for Pease's selection as
one of the first bases to locate this new tanker, and
I am pleased teo continue supporting this critical

program.
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1 Pease and the 157th Air Refueling Wing have been
2 providing continuocus air refueling coverage to

3 critical combatant commands overseas since September

4 11, 2001. The 157th currently flies eight KC-135

5 Stratotanker aircraft and nearly 1,000 personnel

0 support The missicon on a continuing basis with

7 distinction and pride. Pease's preliminary selectiocon

8 as one of the first locations for the KC-46A

9 underscores the strong record of success.
10 Pease i1is the preeminent location for basing of
11 the KC-460A based on its experienced personnel, open
12 airspace, close partnership with an active asscciate
13 unit, modern facilities, significant ramp space, long

14 runway, cost effectiveness, and strategic location to
15 suppert current and future requirements for the

16 military. No other unit in the Northeast can provide
17 the level of aircraft utilization more cost

18 effectively than the 157th Air Refueling Wing.

19 In selecting Pease as one of the first locations
20 for the new tanker, the Alir Force has expressed 1ts

21 confidence that the personnel at Pease will continue a
22 proud tradition of excellence and service with the

23 new, state-of-the—-art aircraft. I know the Pease
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1 community will rise to meet the challenge of basing

2 the KC-46A, and I stand ready to work with the U.S.

3 Alr Force, the Air National Guard, and community

4 leaders to ensure a smooth transition to this new

5 generation of tankers.

6 Sincerely, Jeanne Shaheen, United States

7 Senator.

] COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank vou,

9 Ms. Pilerce.
10 From Senator Ayotte's office, Mr. Bud Fitch.
11 MR. FITCH: Good evening. Thank you. I have a

12 brief statement from the senator, and then we will

13 provide for the record a copy of the joint letter from
14 Senator 3Shaheen and Senator Ayotte that was sent

15 vesterday to Lieutenant General Stanley Clarke, the
16 Director of the Air National Guard.

17 Senator Avotte would like to put the following
18 statement into the record: I want to thank the

19 Environmental Impact Statement panel for coming to

20 New Hampshire to learn more about Pease and the

21 readiness of the 157th Air Refueling Wing to host the
22 KC-46A. I alsc want to thank the members of the

23 general public for attending this important hearing.
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1 I will regret that votes in Washington, D.C.,

2 precluded me from being with you this evening. I want
3 to express my strongest possible support for bringing
4q the KC-46A to Pease Air National Guard Base.

5 As Senator Shaheen and I stated in our letter

6 vesterday to the Director of the Air National Guard,

7 Pease boasts an optimal strategic location, a

] top-performing air refueling unit, an absence of

9 environmental concerns, and an incredibly supportive
10 community and congressional delegation. I look
11 forward to working with the Air Naticnal Guard to

1z bring the KC-46A to Pease.

13 And T will submit for the record the joint
14 letter from the two senators.
15 COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank you.

16 Thank you, Mr. Fitch.

17 From the Office of United States Representative
18 Shea-Porter, Mr. Josh Denton.

19 MR. DENTON: Thank you, Colonel. The

20 Congresswoman couldn't be here tonight because she's
21 in D.C. today, but she asked me to read this letter on
22 her behalf.

23 Dear Friends, Thank you for inviting me to the
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1 public hearing on the Draft Environmental Impact
2 Statement for the KC-46A Pease basing propesal. I
3 regret that I cennot be with you in person this
q evening.
5 I would like to express my continued support for

0 the basing of the KC-46A Refueling Tanker at Pease Air
7 National Guard Base. I have been a strong advocate
8 for Pease because 1t 1s the ideal candidate for the
9 KC-464 due to its proximity to cperational and
10 training refueling tracks, its aircraft-related
11 infrastructure, 1ts training flight simulator, and 1its
12 active duty associatiocon. In addition, the 157th Air
13 Refueling Wing at Pease has received the prestigious
14 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award 11 times, most
15 recently last year. I beliewve that having the KC-46A
le Refueling Tanker at Pease will be good for our nation
17 and for our area.
18 Thank you te the Naticnal Guard Bureau for
1% organizing, and City of Portsmouth for hosting, the
20 Environmental Impact Statement public hearing. I
21 would also like to thank all of the members of the
22 Naticnal Guard here tonight for vyour dedication to cur

23 nation.
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1 Sincerely, Carol Shea-Porter, Member of
2 Congress.
3 COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank vyou,
4 Mr. Denton.
5 From the Office of United States Representative

6 Kuster, Mr. Sean Downey.
7 MR. DCWNEY: Thank you, sir. Congresswoman
] Kuster regrets that she couldn't be here this evening,
9 but she asked me to come and read this letter on her
10 behalf.
11 Dear Friends, It is an honor to join my
1z colleagues this evening in endorsing the 157th Air
13 Refueling Wing and their home at Pease Air National
14 Guard Base as the ideal location for the new KC-46A
15 Refueling Tanker. 1In recent months, I have repeatedly
16 enjoyed the opportunity to share this record of
17 excellence that defines these guardsmen and their
18 active duty component counterparts.
15 The 157th has long keen a point of pride for us
20 here in the Granite state. Tt is not an accident that
21 this past year marked the 1lth time that this unit has
22 been recognized with the Air Force's Outstanding Unit

23 Award. Theilr record of efficiency and effectiveness
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1 is unparalleled by their peers in other states, and

2 their ability to rise to the challenge of these

3 difficult times is yet another reminder of their

4 exceptional qualifications.

5 In addition to the exemplary men and women who

0 would be responsible for this new aircraft, Pease

7 itself boasts a number of strategic advantages. TIts

8 proximity to critical refueling tracks for United

9 States azircraft heading to the Middle East, Europe,

10 and Africa, and its massive fuel storage and ailrcratft
11 parking capabilities would ensure the Air Force saves
12 time and money as we look towards a new age of

13 readiness.

14 There is no doubt in my mind that New

15 Hampshire's guardsmen have created an ideal

le environment for the KC-46A, Whether assessing their
17 record of excellence or the strategic advantages of

18 Pease, I cannot imagine an ocutfit more suited for this
19 important assignment.
20 I want to commend the New Hampshire Air National
21 Guard on their continued service to their state and
22 country, and I want to ensure the Alr Force knows that
23 when they are lcooking for the best, they need look no
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1 further than the men and women of the 157th Air
2 Refueling Wing.
3 Sincerely, Ann MclLane Kuster, Member of
4 Congress.
5 COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank you,
3 Mr., Downey.
7 Ms. Renee Plummer.
8 MS. PLUMMER: Good evening. I am Renee Plummer,
9 and I am here., And I would have flown all over the
10 world just to be here for you all.
11 When the former Pease Alr Porce Base closed down
12 in the early '90s, many locals felt that this area
13 would turn into a wasteland. However, we at 2
14 International saw an opportunity to try and cultivate
15 a successful business-friendly area which could
16 provide a boom to the local economy, Buft while we
17 have achieved our goal to help transform Pease Air
18 Force Base into the thriving Pease International
19 Tradeport, we must acknowledge that 157th Air
20 Refueling Wing has been an integral part ¢f that
21 3uccess.
22 Every day we know that the tankers are up there
23 refueling alrcraft on their missicns to keep us

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-123



Final — June 2014

39
1 safe -- see, this is where I get very emotional for
2 what you do -- and we are happy to drive to work
3 side-by-side with the Air National Guard's women and

4 men here at Pease. And because the existing ANG wing
5 is already here, all the facilities and
6 infrastructures are in place to receive the new KC-46A
7 plane. Logilstically, this is a no-brainer, and
] economically, this would have a wonderful impact on
9 the area by creating new jobs, and to me, the math is
10 pretty simple.
11 We have been fortunate enough to see Pease
12 Tradeport become a commercial success, but it would
13 not be the same place without those Air National Guard
14 planes and the people who make them work so well. I
15 fully support the efforts of the Pease Air National
16 Guard Base to acquire the KC-46A Pegasus Tanker, and T
17 look forward te continuing our partnership in the
18 future.
19 Renee Plummer. Thank you.
20 COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank you,
21 Ms. Plummer.
22 Mr. Doug Bates.

23 MR. BATES: My name is Doug Bates. I'm
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1 president of the Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce. I'm
2 here on behalf of the Greater Portsmouth Chamber of
3 Commerce. It is the mission of the Greater Portsmouth
4 Chamber to adveocate for members on the issues of
5 cemmunity concerns effecting business. This is
6 certainly one of them. We have many fundamental
7 objectives, but we provide leadership and economic
] development in the Portamouth area and in the
9 seacoast. And we try to effectively influence
10 decisions about legislative regional interests to our
11 members, some 500 members.
12 We have a long history as an advocate for Pease
13 Air National Guard and believe firmly that this base
14 is critical not only to our nation's security but also
15 to our region's economic well-being. As such, we
16 strongly support the selection of Pease in Portsmouth,
17 New Hampshire, as the base for the Air Force's new
18 KC-46A Midalr Refueling Tankers. Not only is Pease
19 well-positioned and prepared to welcome these new
20 aircraft, but the selection of Pease would have
21 tremendous economic and other benefits to the region.
22 First, the selection of Pease would bring much

23 needed new Jjobs to our region, including 70 full-time
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1 and 50 part-time jobs, resulting in an additional $7
2 million to the local payroll. And you'wve heard
3 earlier that they already contributed guite a bit, so

4 it's always helpful to get a little bit more.

5 In addition, if Pease is selected, our

6 country's —-- our region's economy and local

7 communities will benefit from 45 million in military

] construction. Of course, the selection of Pease would
9 also bring a variety of other benefits to our region,
10 including enhanced FEMA Region 1 response and
11 increased cargo and asromedical evacuation capacity.
12 We are wvery proud as the Greater Portsmcuth

13 Chamber to add our voice to those of Governor Maggie
14 Hassan and all of the entire New Hampshire

15 Congressicnal delegaticn in supporting the selection
16 of Pease Air National Guard Base as the new home of
17 the KC-46A. Thank you very much.

18 COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank you,

19 Mr. Bates.

20 Mr. Ron Snow.
21 MR. SNOW: Thank you. My name 1s Ron Snow, and
22 I'm the directcecr of marketing at the Brain Injury

23 Asscciation of New Hampshire. And one of my jobs
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1 there is I'm also the associate director of the
2 Service Credit Union Boston/Portsmouth Air Show, and T
3 just wanted to speak upon our very strong support of

4q Pease getting the KC-46. As you know, the alr show is
5 a pretty complicated process, whereas, you might know,
6 it's a very complicated process to put it together.
7 Our last air show, we had over 60,000 people attend
] and without the Naticnal Guard suppert, there is no

9 way we'd be able to ever make it happen. The air

10 show —— the proceeds from the air show went to over 41
11 local charities and -- and without them, there's

1z just -- agailn, there's no way we'd be able to exist.
13 One story that I'd like to pass along about the
14 character of the folks at Pease is on the Friday of

15 the air show, we do a specialty show for the Make A
16 Wish kids, and it gets a little hectic on that Friday
17 morning, and we're supposed to have some folks come
18 and do face painting for some of the kids. And T

19 looked over and I saw two guardsmen standing by the
20 fence at the flight line, and I went over to them and,
21 I go, hey, could vou guys come do camo paint for a

22 bunch of these kids? And they're, like, absolutely.

23 They came over, they spent three hours painting up
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these kids' faces. And kind of the funny story is,
like, have you guys ever put camo paint on? And
they're, like, no, we've never done that. 5o okay.
But just do your best. And when I saw the faces of
those kids, I knew that we were dealing with some very
special people. And I certainly want to -- you know,
from the air show side, we want to certainly thank you

and wish you the continued support. Thank you.

Benedetti. I'm the vice president of marketing at
Service Credit Union. Tonight, I am reading comments
from Gorden Simmons, president and CEQO of Service

Credit Union.

present for this wvery important community forum. I'm
Gordon Simmons, the president and CEC of Service
Credit Union and secretary/treasurer of the board of
directors. I joined the Credit Union in 1974,
managing operations in Germany, then relocated to

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in 1995 to serve as

43

COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank you,
Snow.
Ms. Karen Benedetti.

MS. BENEDETTI: Thank you. My name is Karen

Good evening, all. I am sorry I ccould not be
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1 president and CEO, my current pcosition.
2 I have served as director and chairman of the
3 Defense Credift Unicon Council, Chairman of the Armed
1 Forces Finmancial Network, and have spent many years in

5 direct contact with Air Force and Army command
0 headquarters, military community leaders and
7 commanders, as well as Department of Defense liaisons

8 in Washington, D.C.

9 And I am a long-term resident of Peortsmouth, New
10 Hampshire. Thus, I am keenly aware of the role of the
11 military in protecting ocur great nation as well as
12 assimilating into the community at large.

13 Service Credit Union cpened its docrs on FPease

14 Air Force Base in 1957. Today we continue to serve

15 Pease, communities across New Hampshire, and military
le worldwide, I and my board of directors are keenly

17 aware of the importance of a robust refusling

18 capabkility so that the U.3. forces would nct be

19 limited in their ability fo provide a glokal reach.

20 The new KC-46 Tanker would add increased cargo and

21 aeromedical evacuation capacities, providing potential
22 life-saving capabllities in national and internaticonal

23 disasters.
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1 The U.S. Air Force has identified Pease Air

2 National Guard Base, home of the 157th Air National

3 Guard of the MNew Hampshire Air Naticnal Guard -— sorry
4 about that -- as a preferred alternative for the KC-46
5 beddown based on an environmental analysis,

6 operational analysis, site surveys, and military

7 Jjudgment factors. Pease 1s the ideal lccation to

] provide support to the nation given its proximity to

9 critical refueling tracks for missions in the Middle
10 East, Eurcpe, and Africa. The location allcows for
11 missions to be shorter, saving time and money, thus
1z resulting in outstanding value for the country.
13 We under -- we also understand that the keddown
14 for the Pegasus needs to be sound, along a whole host
15 of environmental impacts. As such, we have reviewed

16 the requirements of the environmental impact analysis
17 process which will drive the Air Force's final bkasing
18 decision.

19 After a review of the Environmental Impact

20 Statement, Service Credit is pleased to support the
21 beddown of the KC-46 Aircraft to Pease Alr National
22 Guard based on no measurable negative impact to the

23 community, including necise, air quality, safety, soil
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1 and water, biological resources, cultural resources,
2 land use infrastructure and transportation, and

3 hazardous materials and waste. In fact, any new

4 facilities and additions asscciated with this project
5 will be implemented with more energy-efficient

6 standards and utility systems than are currently in

7 place.

] Socioecconomically, there would be an uptick in
9 economic activity associated with the construction
10 activities at the 157th Air Refueling Wing
11 installation, which would provide short-term economic

12 benefits to the local economy.
13 The Pease Air National Guard Base is noted as

14 providing approximately 135 million to the local

15 economy. The Air National Guard expects the Pegasus
16 coming to Pease will add an additional 45 million in
17 construction and 7 million to annual payroll to

18 workers within the region.

19 The KC-46¢ missicn would add an additional 171
20 military positions, a 12 percent increase tc existing
21 157 personnel. The community would welcome 233 family
22 members and many purchasing homes in the surrounding

23 communities.
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1 The Air National Guard Base -- the Fease Air
2 Naticnal Guard Base is the most lcogical base for the
3 beddeown of Pegasus and will ensure that Pease remains

4 a leader in ocur nation's defense for many vyears to

5 come.
é Thank you.
7 COLONEL MULDOCN (Judge Advocate): Thank vou,

8 MS. BENEDETTI.

9 Mr. Bill Hopper.
10 MR. HOPPER: Thank you. My name is Bill Hopper.
11 I'm the alrport manager with the Pease Develcopment

12 Autherity here in Portsmouth and Newington, and I just
13 want to speak on behalf of the support of Pease

14 Develcopment Authority and our support of the KC-46

15 Tanker program. The New Hampshire Air National Guard
16 predates the PDA and has been a constant support and
17 an extremely important presence in the Tradeport and
18 seaccast communities. Many of the successes at the
19 Portsmouth Air National Airport at Pease were largely
20 possible because of the PDA and New Hampshire Alr

21 Naticnal Guard partnership.

22 The KC-135R has been cne of the most reliable

23 assets in the histcry of the U.S. military, and I look
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1 forward to the continuation of the reliability and
2 future generations with the KC-46A. Pease is proud to
3 e an ideal location with the optimum facilities for
4 the U.5. military's tanker mission, and we are proud
5 to own and operate the airport that will host the
6 first rollout of the Guard's KC-46As. Thank you.
7 COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank you,
] Mr. Hopper.
9 Mr. John Frink.
10 MR. FRINK: Yes, I'm John Frink. I represent
11 only myself, my bees, my vegetable garden, my animals.
12 I have a very small farm that's very clecse to the
13 north end of the runway, and I would like to comment
14 on the environmental impact that Newington has had
15 because of the installation.
16 T do respect and admire the Air Naticnal Guard.
17 They are good neighbors, far better than what we had
18 when we had Pease Air Force base. You only have Lo
19 get a little bit close to the Newington side of the
20 air base and you can see the pollution mediation
21 measures that have been taken and you see the
22 monitoring wells and things are not what they were.
23 But that is neither here nor there.
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1 I would like to relate a story just for my
2 credikbility here. I attended a town meeting in
3 Newington when the town was being asked to purchase a
4 conservation easement on property owned by Ghuruda
5 Khalsa, which is adjacent to the north boundary of
6 Pease. And there was a person, a resident in
7 Newington who was a former Air Naticnal Guard member
] and who spoke up, and he said, vou know, before the
9 town really gets too involved in purchasing this
10 easement, 1t would probably be a good idea to have an
11 environmentalist come cut and look at the property
12 because when I was at the Alir National Guard, we
13 dumped a lot of fuel on that property. Now, I know
14 it's a policy, although I have not perscnally called
15 the Air National Guard, to deny jettisconing of fuel,
16 however, I get up in the morning and certain
17 atmospheric conditions, and there's a very strong
18 smell of kerosene.
15 Now, I've heard that this is because of the
20 warm-up process and prevailing winds. TI've also heard
21 that it's necessary to jettison fuel in order to land
22 or take off or something. But it's distressing.

23 It's perhaps better that I would ask the
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1 question rather than try to make a formal statement

2 here, and the question would be, with the new tankers,
3 which I'm sure are probably environmentally more

4 friendly than the KC-135s, given that the 8 aircraft

5 would be replaced by 12, would there be mecre of this

6 jet fuel in the air over my house? I have honey bees

7 that aren't doing well. That probably is the case

] almcst everywhere. T have a vegetable garden, which
9 is pretty much organic, and I think it's important to
10 really consider the environment.
11 The City of Portsmouth and State of New

12 Hampshire have always been very supportive of the

13 military base there, but the pecople in Newington are

14 the ones that really experience the downside. I have
15 TCE in the water that runs through my property. I

16 don't have to drink that water, but there are

17 environmental impacts, and I just would like to be

18 reassured that the amount of fuel in the air wvapor is
19 net going to increase duse to the increased aircraft.

20 Thank ycu wvery much.

21 COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank you,

22 Mr. Frink. Dr. Melvin Prostkoff.

23 DR. PROSTKCFF: Thank you. My name is Dr.
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1 Prostkoff. I've been a physician here on the seacoast
2 for 30 years now. And when T first came, I was the

3 neurosurgeon ccnsultant for the military hospital at

4 Pease, and also, I got involved with the ESGR, the

5 Employer Support Group for the Guard and Reserve, and
6 I work with the members of the Air Naticnal Guard unit
7 here. I'm very proud tco be involved with, although

] I've never worked for the National Guard in New

9 Hampshire, and I strongly believe and support the

10 KC-46A coming here for bkeddown at Pease.

11 The —-- since 1891, I've been working on the
12 Joint civilian military mass casualty incident drills,
13 and we run them every three years in conjunction with

14 the Pease Developmental Authority, mandated by the FAA
15 and their civilian military involvement. There's been
1o nothing but excellence in everything that T see and

17 everything that I do with the Air National Guard.

18 You've heard all the other speakers talk about

19 environmental issues, strategic issues, the -- what

20 KC-46A will do to help with the economy here, and

21 everything else that's positive. But as a physician,
22 I talk about the softer side. The other environmental
23 issues. When I see a patient, I don't just operate on
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1 an X-ray. I ask -- I do a physical exam, I ask
2 questions, I get a social history, a family history,
3 because that determines what you really are doing, why
4 vou're doing the operation. Similarly, I look at the
5 whole environment, and this just has to be a fabulous
6 place for the KC-46A to come in.
7 The invelvement of the Air National Guard and
] the entire New Hampshire National Guard is integral in
9 the community of New Hampshire and has been for
10 hundreds c¢f years. And they are strong leadership,
11 and the leadership has always been very forthcoming
1z and very, wvery forward-thinking. We have simulators,
13 we have room for the building for the simulator, for
14 the bigger simulator that's going to house the KC-46A
15 simulator. So a lot of training will be taking place
16 in the simulateor and not in the air. Plus, the
17 aircraft will not always be bedded down here. They
18 will be overseas.
19 Their safety is fantastic. I'm a pilot. I fly

20 out of a little airport called Little Brook five miles

21 from here. Never been a problem. The pecple in our
22 control tower here are Air National Guard members and
23 civilian members with the Department of Defense with
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1 much more training for handling large military
2 aircraft and civilian aircraft together than you get
3 at a normal airport with just FAA contrcl tower
4 members.
5 The collaboraticon of civilian and military
6 activities —-- we've got great neighbors here. All our
7 -—- everybody who lives here has a neighbor who's a

] member of the National Guard, either the Air Guard or
9 the New Hampshire Guard, and we're all here happy on
10 the seacoast. What we feel is that it's really,
11 really important, and as John Q. Citizen, I urge,

12 support, the beddown of the KC-46A.

13 T'm going to send a formal letter to the Joint
14 Base Andrews in support. I wanted to speak

15 extemporaneously today. Thank vyou.

16 And one more thing. This bock, "Granite Wings:

17 History of the New Hampshire Air National Guard," came
18 out in 1998 for the first 50 years. I think with

19 everything that's taken place between 19%8 and now,

20 when we end up getting the KC-46A here, it'll be time
21 for Volume II. Thank you.

22 COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank you,

23 Dr. Prostkoff. It's been an hour, s¢ we're going to
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1 take a break, 10-minute break. Coincidentally, that

2 is all the speakers who have signed up. 5S¢ if there

3 is anyone who wanted to speak and hedn't signed up, if
4 you could please check in at the registration desk and
5 gign in, and we'll come back in 10 minutes to hear

0 those additional speakers or Lo wrap up tonight's

7 program.

8 (A short break was taken.)
9 COLONEL MULDOCN (Judge Advocate): During the
10 break -- excuse me, this hearing 1s recoconvened.

11 During the break, we did not get any additional

12 requests to be heard in the public portion of this

13 hearing, sc that concludes all of our commentators.
14 This evening's goal was to provide you with open
15 communication and accurate information to ensure your

le informed participation in the NEPA process. I hope
17 that we have achieved that goal. Please feel free to
18 visit the information booth and ask any additicnal

19 questions that you may have regarding this proposed
20 acticn. You have an opportunity, during the formal
21 comment period, ending March 24, 2014, to provide

22 written comments. Please stop by the registration

23 booth to get any additicnal materials you may need.
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1 Thank you, and have a good evening.

2 (Hearing concluded at 7:16 p.m.)

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23
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4 MAJOR BOGDAN: Good evening, ladies and

5 gentlemen, and welcome to the public hearing for

6 the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the

7 Second Main Operating Base Beddown of the KC-46A

8 Tanker Aircraft.

9 I am Major Karen Bogdan, with the 171st Air
14 Refueling Wing's Public Affairs Office, located
11 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

12 Please enjoy the refreshments provided.

13 Restrooms are outside in the lobby, and smoking
14 in the facility is prohibited.

15 Before starting the formal portion of

16 tonight's hearing, I ask that cell phones be

17 turned off or placed in the silent mode. During
18 the proceedings, please do not interrupt the

19 speakers, and please be respectful to those

29 providing oral comments. We will do our best to
21 give everyone an opportunity to speak in the

22 time that we have.

23 Colonel Mark Allred, Judge Advocate, will
24 now begin the formal portion of tonight's

25 hearing.
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1 COLONEL ALLRED: Good evening, and thank
2 you, Major Karen Bogdan. I am Judge Colonel
3 Mark Allred and I am a Chief Trial Judge of the
4 United States Air Force from Joint Base Andrews,
5 Maryland.
g I'd like to make clear from the outset that
7 I'm here in my capacity as a federal judge,
8 solely to act as a moderator in this hearing.
9 The United States Trial Judiciary is an
19 independent organization. I do not work for, or
11 with, anyone in this room. I am not a member of
12 this command or assigned to this installation.
13 I report directly to the Chief Trial Judge of
14 the United States Air Force and to the Judge
15 Advocate General of the Air Force. I have had
16 no involvement with the preparation of this
17 proposed action or the Environmental Impact
18 Statement. I have not rendered legal advice or
19 assistance with respect to this action. I'm
24 here tonight to serve as an independent public
21 hearing officer regarding the Draft
22 Environmental Impact Statement. I am
23 responsible for providing everyone an
24 opportunity to comment tonight on the proposed
25 action, alternatives, and associated
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1 environmental analysis. This public hearing
2 provides you with the formal opportunity for
3 comment. I do not make any recommendation or
4 decision on whether the proposed project should
5 be continued, modified, or abandoned or how the
g Environmental Impact Statement should be
7 prepared. Therefore, during the public comment
8 portion of this hearing, I urge you to direct
9 your comments to the individuals on our panel.
14 The purpose of this public hearing is to
11 provide you with an opportunity to comment on
12 the findings of the Draft Environmental Impact
13 Statement. More importantly, this hearing is a
14 formal opportunity for you to get involved in
15 the NEPA process. This hearing is scheduled to
16 conclude at 8:00 p.m., but, if necessary, will
17 continue until all comments have been received.
18 This formal session may end before 8:00 p.m., if
19 there are no more comments. However, the
24 overall hearing, including materials to be
21 viewed and discussion with team members
22 individually, will continue until 8:00 p.m.,
23 unless all interested parties have left the
24 meeting.
25 If, following the presentation, any members
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1 of the audience have questions regarding

2 clarification of any points you may not have

3 understood, you may fill out a question card,

4 which can be found at the registration desk or

5 on several tables scattered throughout the room,
6 or you may raise your hand now and someone will
7 bring a card to you.

8 Once you have filled out your question on

9 the card, please raise your hand again and one
14 of our staff will collect it from you. Only

11 questions regarding clarification of the topics
12, presented will be entertained. General comments
13 on the action will not be read by our panel, but
14 you may present your comment orally later in
15 this hearing or submit it on one of our comment
16 cards found throughout the room.

17 We will take a ten minute break to allow

18 Colonel Metzgar, the 171st Air Refueling Wing
19 staff, National Guard Bureau staff, and the
24 environmental consultants to review any

21 questions submitted and identify the best person
22, to answer each.

23 After the break, we will answer any
24 questions we have received on the question cards
25 from the audience. Once questions have been
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1 answered, members of the audience who checked

2 the box on their registration cards indicating

3 their desire to provide oral comments will be

4 asked to come forward.

5 Registration cards were available at the

6 registration table as you came in. If you have
7 not filled out a card or indicated your desire

8 to speak and wish to do so, please raise your

9 hand and a card will be provided to you now.

10 In addition, there are materials at the

11 door describing the official Air National Guard
12 proposal, the description of the proposed action
13 and alternatives, and information on locations
14 where you can review the draft Environmental
15 Impact Statement after tonight.

16 To ensure that all interested citizens have
17 an opportunity to speak, I will limit the

18 comments to ten minutes per person. If time
19 allows after everyone has an opportunity to

20 provide their comments, you may have more time.
21 You will only be allowed to comment when your

22 name is called. Elected officials, individuals
23 representing organizations will be called upon
24 first;

25 A court reporter is recording this
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1 If you do not wish to provide oral
2 comments, written comments will be accepted and
3 will be given equal consideration. Even if you
4 do make an oral statement, you are welcome to
5 provide a written statement to reaffirm the
6 comments you made and any additional comments
7 you would like to make.
8 Written comments should be sent to the
9 National Guard Bureau at the address printed on
19 the comment form that you filled out, or on the
11 website. The address is also provided on the
12 comment sheets.
13 All relevant, substantive comments will be
14 included in the administrative record and will
15 be addressed in the Final Environmental Impact
16 Statement. The formal comment period for the
17 Draft Environmental Impact Statement ends on
18 March 24, 2014. It is very important for you to
19 realize that the Pennsylvania Air National
24 Guard and the National Guard Bureau will be open
21 and responsive to your comments and concerns
22 throughout the NEPA process.
23 It is a requirement to inform you that
24 under the Privacy Act of 1974, your name,
25 address, and comments, if provided during this
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1 NEPA process, will be used to compile mailing

2 lists for sending project reports, brochures and
3 other information concerning the Environmental

4 Impact Statement to those individuals and groups
5 who might be interested; forwarded to federal,
g state, and local agencies and elected officials.
7 The addresses of private individuals

8 submitting comments will not, repeat, will not,
9 be published in documents released to the

149 public.

11 Failure to provide the information

12 requested would prevent delivery of documents

13 and notification of further developments.

14 However, documents are available on the project
15 website, and in select libraries, with locations
16 published in local newspapers.

17 Now, before we proceed with the

18 presentation, if you have not reviewed a copy of
19 the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, copies
20 are available for you to review while in

21 attendance at this hearing at each of the

22 information booths. Further, you may pick up a
23 CD with the document on it at the check-in desk.
24 There is also a list of locations where the

25 Environmental Impact Statement is provided for
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1 public review after this meeting in the
2 informational handouts. If you did not receive
3 other informational materials that were
4 available at the entrance, please raise your
5 hand and someone will provide them to you.
6 At this point, I will turn this over to
7 Colonel Metzgar, the Commander for the 171st Air
8 Refueling Wing.
9 COLONEL METZGAR: Thank you, Your Honor.
14 Good evening. My name is Colonel Edward
11 Metzgar, and I am the Wing Commander for the
12 Pennsylvania Air National Guard's 171st Air
13 Refueling Wing at the Pittsburgh International
14 Airport. On behalf of the Pennsylvania Air
15 National Guard, I want to welcome all of you to
16 this important public hearing regarding the
17 Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the
18 proposed beddown of the KC-46A tanker aircraft.
19 It is our goal this evening to provide you with
24 information about the proposed aircraft beddown
21 and the National Environmental Policy Act,
22 commonly referred to as NEPA, and to ensure your
23 maximum participation and understanding of this
24 process.
25 I would like to introduce you to
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1 individuals who are here this evening to assist
2 in answering questions about the aircraft
3 conversion and to facilitate your participation
4 in commenting on the findings of the Draft
5 Environmental Impact Statement.
6 You have already met Colonel Mark Allred,
7 Judge Advocate, from Headquarters Air Force,
8 Joint Base Andrews, Maryland. He will be
9 presiding over this evening's hearing.
19 Next we have Lt. Col. John Tower, the 171st
11 Air Refueling Wing's environmental manager, who
12 will provide you with an overview of the
13 proposed action and alternatives; and Anne Rowe,
14 from the National Guard Bureau, who will be
15 explaining some key considerations regarding the
16 National Environmental Policy Act.
17 We also have a number of other individuals
18 who have been involved in the development of the
19 Environmental Impact Statement. They are from
29 the Pennsylvania Air National Guard, the
21 National Guard Bureau, and Cardno TEC, our
22, environmental consultants. They will be
23 available after the current formal session to
24 answer questions and to help facilitate this
25 process. You will find that any member in
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1 uniform or with an EIS name tag can either
2 answer your questions or direct you to the right
3 individual to answer your questions.
4 The greater Pittsburgh community is
5 important to the 171st Air Refueling Wing, and
6 community input is valuable to the environmental
7 analyses, Pittsburgh International Airport is
8 the current home of the 171st Air Refueling
9 Wing. Many of our current, as well as retired,
19 members live in the Pittsburgh area. We are
11 part of this community.
12 Many of you have been consistently
13 supportive of the military and of the 171st Air
14 Refueling Wing. This community helped foster
15 the development of the Pennsylvania Air National
16 Guard as well as the 171st Air Refueling Wing
17 over the years. This support is and has been
18 deeply appreciated. Like you, our members live
19 and work in this community and care deeply about
20 its future. This is home to us all.
21 The proposed action is for the Air Force to
22 replace a portion of the existing KC-135 aerial
23 refueling fleet with the KC-46A, which will be a
24 new aircraft to the Air Force's fleet. As such,
25 the Air Force plans to identify locations for
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1 the beddown of a formal training unit, also
2 known as FTU, and the First Main Operating Base,
3 also known as MOB 1, which will both be led by
4 active duty units. This has been the subject of
5 a separate Environmental Impact Statement and is
6 not a part of this discussion tonight. The Air
7 Force will also beddown the KC-46A at a second
8 Main Operating Base, also known as MOB 2, which
9 will be led by an Air National Guard unit. This
19 hearing is regarding the second Main Operating
11 Base beddown only, as the FTU and MOB 1 beddown
12 are the subject of a separate action.
13 The National Guard Bureau has prepared this
14 Draft Environmental Impact Statement to analyze
15 the potential impacts of the MOB 2 KC-46A
14 beddown. The Draft Environmental Impact
17 Statement analyzes potential environmental
18 consequences that could result from the proposed
19 beddown of 12 KC-46A aircraft at any of five
24 alternative Air National Guard installations,
21 including Forbes Air National Guard Station,
22 Kansas; Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New
23 Jersey; Pease Air National Guard Station, New
24 Hampshire; Pittsburgh Air National Guard
25 Station, Pennsylvania; and Rickenbacker Air
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National Guard Station, Ohio.

The no-action alternative is required by
the National Environmental Policy Act, and was
evaluated also to provide a baseline for
decision makers. The no action alternative
evaluates the environmental consequences of not
basing the KC-46A aircraft at any installation.
Under the No Action alternative, no installatio
would be selected to host the KC-46A for the
second Main Operating Base.

In 2013, the Secretary of the Air Force
announced Pease Air National Guard Station as
the preferred alternative for the KC-46A second
Main Operating Base. The United States Air
Force selected Pease Air National Guard Station
based on an operational analysis, results of
site surveys, and military judgment factors. W
would like to emphasize that although the
preferred alternative for the beddown has been
announced, no final decision has been made on
the basing of the KC-46A aircraft currently
under analysis in this draft EIS. Until a fina
decision is made by the Secretary of the Air
Force, all alternatives are still under

consideration and are treated equally.
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1 As shown on the poster boards, as a result
2 of the proposed action, there would be a change
3 to the type of aircraft based at the selected

4 installation; a change to the mix of aircraft

g using the associated airspace; changes to

g staffing and manpower at the selected location;
7 changes to the number of airfield operations; as
8 well as minor required construction, building

9 renovation and facility demolition. There would
19 be no new or modified airspace required to

11 support this action. The proposed aircraft

12 beddown is estimated to begin in late 2017 or
13 2018 for the National Guard Bureau.

14 If Pittsburgh Air National Guard Station is
15 selected for the MOB 2 KC-46A beddown, 17 KC-135
14 aircraft would be replaced by 12 KC-46A

17 aircraft, personnel would increase by 59
18 individuals, total airfield operations would

19 increase by 2 percent and the acreage off

20 airport-controlled property within the 65

21 decibel day nigh average sound level noise

22 contour would increase by 23 acres.
23 If Pittsburgh is not chosen for the beddown
24 of the KC-46A tanker aircraft, the existing
25 KC-235 will remain at the base for the
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1 foreseeable future.
2 Again, I want to thank you for your
3 attendance and your interest this evening.
4 Please let me know if I can be of further
5 assistance, either during or after tonight's
& formal proceedings conclude.
7 With that, I will turn over the hearing to
8 Lt. Col. John Tower, Environmental Manager for
9 the 171st Air Refueling Wing.
149 LT. COL. TOWER: Thank you, Colonel
11 Metzgar. Good evening, ladies and gentlemen,
12 and welcome to the public hearing for the Draft
13 Environmental Impact Statement. As the Commander
14 indicated, I am Lt. Col. John Tower, and I serve
15 as the environmental manager for the 171st Air
14 Refueling Wing. As a member of the Air
17 Refueling Wing and of the local community, I am
18 very interested in what happens here as well.
19 This is an important occasion in which to
24 discuss this topic and I appreciate your
21 interest, your participation and your comments.
22 The Draft Environmental Impact Statement
23 evaluates impacts to eleven resources by the
24 proposed action to include noise, air quality,
25 safety, biological resources, and cultural
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1 resources. Other resources evaluated can be
2 reviewed in the Draft Environmental Impact
3 Statement. As a result of the draft
4 environmental analysis, we do not expect the
5 proposed action to have any significant impacts
6 to any resources.
7 I will speak briefly to most of the
8 resources I just mentioned. However, more
9 indepth information is provided in the Draft EIS
14 document for all eleven resources.
11 The noise poster board shows baseline noise
12 contours from existing KC-135 aircraft
13 operations and proposed noise contours from
14 KC-46A aircraft operations at Pittsburgh. The
15 analysis was based on 8,040 allocated flying
16 hours for each unit, which is a conservative
17 estimate, meaning that flying hours would most
18 certainly be below that number for each
19 alternative.
20 As you can see, the noise contours would
21 reduce slightly by 23 acres off
22, airport-controlled property. Pittsburgh Air
23 National Guard Station is located in an area of
24 non-attainment for some criteria
25 pollutants,including particulate matter and
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ozone. Projected emissions from the proposed
action would not be expected to exceed
established air quality standards. Any increas
in air emissions would be below the established
thresholds for our area and would not be
significant.

Under this alternative, minor construction
and renovation of facilities would be required,
resulting in approximately 4.3 acres of
temporary soil disturbance and 2 acres of new
impervious surface. There would be no impacts
to wetlands, floodplains, federally listed
species, or cultural resources. In addition,
the Air National Guard has initiated government
to government coordination with all federally
recognized tribes affiliated with the area. To
date, from the responses we have received, no
tribe has indicated that any traditional
resources occur in the project area.

We look forward to input provided from the
public and affected communities as we proceed
through the NEPA process. Once the requirement
of NEPA are complete, the Air Force will make
its final basing decision.

Thank you for your attention, and I will

18
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1 now turn the presentation over to Ms. Anne Rowe,
2 the National Guard Bureau Project Manager for
3 the Environmental Impact Statement to discuss
4 the NEPA process.
5 MS. ROWE: I will briefly summarize the
6 NEPA Process.
7 The National Environmental Policy Act,
8 commonly referred to as NEPA, aids federal
9 agency decision makers in determining the future
10 course of federal actions. It is the objective
11 of NEPA to ensure that decision makers have
12 environmental information and public input to
13 facilitate informed decisions.
14 The goal of preparing the Environmental
15 Impact Statement is to support sound decisions
16 through the assessment of potential
17 environmental impacts, as well as involving the
18 public in the process. The result of this
19 analysis and other relevant factors will be
29 considered before a decision is made by the Air
21 Force on this proposal.
22 The Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
23 or Draft EIS, which was made available for your
24 viewing at a number of public locations
25 beginning on February 7, 2014, presents the
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1 findings and analysis of the proposed action and
2 alternatives on environmental criteria set forth
3 by NEPA. Tonight's public hearing is the second
4 of two public comment forums that provide the

g public an opportunity to comment on the scope

6 and content of the Environmental Impact

7 Statement. The first forum, called a scoping

8 meeting, was held at the Town of Moon Municipal
9 building and at the other alternative locations
14 in June 2013.

11 Comments have also been solicited from

12 local, state and federal agencies that have

13 jurisdiction over particular resources, such as
14 air and water quality. That process began with
15 the release of the Notice of Intent to prepare
16 an Environmental Impact Statement on May 17,

17 2013, and continues today with public and agency
18 review of the Draft Environmental Impact

19 Statement.
24 This hearing gives the potentially affected
21 communities an opportunity to comment on the
22 analyses that have been presented in the Draft
23 Environmental Impact Statement.

24 The formal public comment period ends on

25 March 24, 2014. Following this period, oral and
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1 written comments received from both the public

2 and government agencies will be reviewed by the
3 Air Force and the National Guard Bureau. We

4 will continue to accept comments throughout the
5 NEPA Process. However, it is more difficult to
g give your comments the consideration they

7 deserve as the process winds down close to the

8 release of the Final Environmental Impact

9 Statement, or Final EIS.

14 After all comments on the Draft

11 Environmental Impact Statement have been

12, addressed, substantive comments will be reviewed
13 and responded to in the final EIS. The Final

14 Environmental Impact Statement will be released
15 to the public for a 30-day period before a

14 record of decision is signed by the Secretary of
17 the Air Force or their designee. The Record of
18 Decision is scheduled to be signed in June 2014.
19 This conduces the explanation of both the
24 KC-46A beddown proposal, as well as the NEPA
21 Process. I now return the program back to our
22 hearing officer.
23 Thank you.
24 COLONEL ALLRED: Normally at this time in
25 such a proceeding we take a brief recess, 10 to
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1 15 minutes, to gather comment cards from anyone
2 that might wish to ask questions or make
3 comments. Because of the few numbers we have
4 this evening, I a not sure whether a formal
5 break is necessary.
6 Do we have anyone who has provided a
7 comment card?
8 (No response.)
9 COLONEL ALLRED: We have one person who
14 would like to provide comments. At this point,
11 we will proceed and let anyone speak that would
12 like to.
13 Mr. Alwine, would you like to come up to
14 make a comment.
15 MR. ALWINE: Thank you very much. Ann, it
16 is very nice to meet you in person. I see your
17 name on correspondence.
18 I wanted to make a comment, because I've
19 seen no one else was going to, and Colonel
24 Metzgar touched upon a couple of things,
21 community involvement, the concern that the
22, Pittsburgh area and people who live here have
23 families, people who serve in the military, and
24 for our region to continue to receive the 171st
25 and other installations is to grow.
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1 My comment isn't addressing the

2 environmental impact. The small attendance

3 numbers you see here should be proof that the

4 region supports the 171st, the expansion, and we
5 want to see the 171st get the new tankers and

s continue serving and doing the fantastic job

7 they do.

8 That is my comment. Thank you very much.

9 COLONEL ALLRED: Thank you, sir.

19 I want to make sure everyone has an

11 opportunity to provide comments or questions.

12 Is there any other question or comment from

13 anyone this evening?

14 (No response.)

15 COLONEL ALLRED: Apparently not.

16 I would like to give the National Guard

17 Bureau an opportunity to address any questions
18 that might have come up at all. I think I have
19 in front of us all of the questions that have
24 been raised.

21 Any other questions that have been fielded?
22, I want to make sure I am not missing anything.
23 If you still should have any questions that
24 arise after we have closed the proceeding,

25 please feel free to visit these information
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1 booths and ask questions that you ay have
2 regarding the proposed action.
3 Now that all questions appear to be
4 answered, I would -- just one moment. I'm
5 moving along in our program, as we seem to have
6 covered much of it already.
7 Mr. Alwine, you made comments here. Please
8 be advised that you and anyone else in this
9 session can be followed up with written
14 comments, any matters that you would like to
11 submit in writing. Understand that equal weight
12 is given to both oral and written comments and
13 will become part of the official record and be
14 included in the final environmental impact
15 statement.
16 This evening's goal was to provide you with
17 open communication and accurate information to
18 ensure your informed participation in the NEPA
19 Process. I hope that we have achieved that
20 goal. Please feel free to visit the information
21 booths and ask any additional questions that you
22 may have regarding this proposed action. You
23 have an opportunity during the formal comment
24 period ending March 24, 2014, to provide written
25 comments. Please stop by the registration booth
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to get any additional materials that you ay
need.
Thank you and have a good evening.
(Whereupon, at 6:25 p.m., the hearing was

concluded.)
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2
1 CAPTATIN ERICA WONN: Good evening, ladies
2 and gentlemen, and welcome to the public hearing
3 for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for
4 the Second Main Cperating Base Beddown of the
5 KC-46A Tanker Aircraft, I'm Captain Erica Wonn
6 with the 121st Alr Refueling Wing's Public Affairs
7 Office located here in Columbus, Chio.
3 Please enjoy the refreshments provided.
9 Restrooms are outside in the lobby, and smoking in
10 the facility is prohibited.
11 Before starting the formal portion of
1z tonight's hearing, I ask that cell phones be turned
13 off or placed in the silent mode. During the
14 proceedings, please do not interrupt the speakers
15 and please be respectful to those providing oral
16 comments. We will do our best to give evervyone an
17 opportunity to speak in the time we have.
18 Colonel Mark Allred, Judge Advocate, will
19 now begin the formal portion of tonight's hearing.
20 COLONEL MARK ALLRED: Good evening, and
21 thank you Captain Wonn. I am Judge Colonel Mark
22 Allred. I'm the chief trial judge of the United
23 States Air Force from Joint Base Andrews, Maryland.
24 I'd like to make clear from the outset that I'm
25 here in my capacity as a federal judge sclely to
Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS
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act as a moderator in this hearing. The United

States Trial Judiciary 1s an independent

organization. I do not work for, or with, anyone
in this room. I am not a member of this command or
assigned to this installation. I report directly

to the Judge Advocate General of the Alr Force.
I've had no involvement with the preparation of
this proposed action or the Environmental Impact
Statement. I have not rendered legal advice or
assistance with respect to this action. I'm here
tonight to serve as an independent public hearing
officer regarding the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. I am responsible for providing everyone
an opportunity to comment tonight on the proposed
action, alternatives, and assoclated environmental
analysis. This public hearing provides you with
the formal opportunity for comment. I do nct make
any recommendation or decision on whether the
proposed project should be continued, modified, or
abandoned or how the Environmental Impact Statement
should be prepared. Therefore, during the public
comment portion of this hearing I urge you to
direct your comments to the individuals on our
panel.

The purpose of this public hearing is to
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provide you with an opportunity to comment on the
findings of the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. More importantly, this hearing 1is a
formal opportunity for you to get involved in the
NEPA Process. This hearing is scheduled to conclude
at 8:00 p.m., but if necessary, 1t will continue
until all comments have been received. This formal
session may end before 8:00 p.m., 1f there are no
more comments. However, the overall hearing,
including materials to be viewed and discussion with
team members individually, will continue until

8:00 p.m., unless all interested parties left the
meeting.

If following the presentation any members
of the audience have questions regarding
clarification of any points you may not have
understood, you may fill out a gquestion card, which
can be found at the registration desk or on several
tables scattered throughout the room, or you may
raise your hand now and someone will bring a card to
you. Once vou have filled out your question on the
card, please raise your hand again and one of our
staff will collect it from you. Only guestions
regarding clarification of the topics presented will

be entertained. General comments on the action will
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1 not be read by our panel, but you may present your

2 comment orally later in this hearing or submit 1t on
3 one of the comment cards found throughout the room.
4 Later we will take a break to allow

5 Colcnel Jones, the 12Z21st Air Refueling Wing staff,

6 National Guard Bureau staff and environmental

7 consultants to review any questions submitted and
] identify the best person to answer each.

9 After the break, we will answer any

10 questions that we have received on the guestion
11 cards from the audience. Once the questions have

1z been answered, members of the audience who checked

13 the box on their registration cards indicating their

14 desire to provide oral comments will be asked to

15 come forward.

16 Registration cards were available at the
17 registration table as you came in. If you have not
18 filled out a card or indicated your desire to speak
12 and wish to do so, please railse your hand and a card
20 will be provided to you now.

21 In addition, there are materials at the

22 door describing the office Air National Guard

23 proposal, the description of the proposed action and
24 alternatives, and information on locations where you

25 can review the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
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after tonight, if you have not already done so.

To ensure that all interested citizens
have an opportunity to speak, I will limit the
comments to ten minutes per person. If time allows
after everyone has had an cpportunity to provide
their comments, you may have more time. You will
only be allowed to comment when your name is called.
Elected officials and individuals representing
organizations will be called upon first.

A court reporter is recording this
proceeding for the record. We will take a
ten-minute break every hour to allow the court
reporter to take a break.

At this time T would like to introduce and
recognize a few public officials that are present at
the hearing. First of all, Brigadier General Mark
Stevens who is the director of the Joint Staff at
the Ohio National Guard. Welcome, sir. And also we
would like to recognize Ms. Susan Cox. She 1s from
the office of U.S. Senator, Rob Portman, a
representative from his office.

As I mentioned, there are restrooms
located nearby. There are some just to the rear of
us here and refreshments can be found over in this

area.
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1 Throughout this hearing, I ask that you

2 keep in mind that this public hearing 1s not a

3 debate, or any type of vote on the Draft

4 Environmental Impact Statement, nor is it primarily
5 designed as a gquestion-and-answer session, although
6 legitimate, clarifying questions may be asked. At

7 the conclusion of this hearing you may discuss the

] findings of the Draft Envirconmental Impact Statement
9 in greater detail with the staff members of the

10 121st Air Refueling Wing, Natioconal Guard Bureau, and
11 the consultant's technical representatives.
1z If you do not wish to provide coral

13 comments, written comments will be accepted and

14 given egual consideration. Even if you do make an
15 oral statement, you are welcome to provide a written
16 statement to reaffirm the comments you made and to

17 make any additional comments you would like.

18 Written comments should be sent tc the

19 National Guard Bureau at the address printed on the

20 comment form that you filled out, or on the website.
21 The address is also provided on the comment sheets.

22 All relevant, substantive comments will be
23 included in the administrative record and will be

24 addressed in the Final Environmental Impact

25 Statement. The formal comment pericd for the Draft
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Environmental TImpact Statement ends on March 24,
2014. It 1s very important for you to realize that
the Ohioc Air National Guard and the National Guard
Bureau will be open and responsive to your comments
and concerns throughout the NEPA Process.

It 1s a regulrement to inform you that
under the Privacy Act of 1974, your name, address,
and comments, if provided during the NEPA Process,
will be A: Used to compile mailing lists for
sending project reports, brochures, and other
information concerning the Environmental Impact
Statement to those individuals and groups who might
be interested. B: Forwarded to federal, state, and
local agencies, and elected officials. C: The
addresses of private individuals submitting comments
will not, repeat will not, be published in documents
released to the public.

Failure to provide the information
reqgquested would prevent delivery of documents and
notification of further developments. However,
documents are available on the project website and
in select libraries, with locations published in
local newspapers.

Now, before we proceed with the

presentation, if you have not reviewed a copy of the
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9
1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement, copies are
2 available for you to review while in attendance at
3 this hearing at each of the information booths.
4 Further, you may pick up a CD with the document on
5 it at the check-in desk. There is also a list of
S locations where the Environmental Impact Statement
7 is provided for public review after this meeting in
] the informaticnal handouts. If you did not receive
9 other informational materials that were available at
10 the entrance, please raise your hand and someone

11 will provide them to you.

1z At this point, I will turn this over to
13 Colonel Jones, the Commander for the 121st Air

14 Refueling Wing.

15 COLONEL JONES: Thank you, your honor.
16 Good evening, my name is Colonel James Jones, and I
17 am the Wing Commander for the Chio Air Naticnal

18 Guard's 121 Air Refueling Wing at the Rickenbacker
19 International Airport. On behalf of the Ohio Air
20 National Guard, I want to welcome all of you to

21 this important public hearing regarding the Draft
22 Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed

23 beddown of the KC-46A tanker aircraft. It is our
24 goal this evening to provide you with information

25 about the proposed aircraft beddown and the
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10
1 National Environmental Policy Act, commonly
z referred to as NEPA, and to ensure your maxilmum
3 participation and understanding of this process.
4 I would like to introduce you to
5 individuals who are here this evening to assist in
6 answering questions about the aircraft conversion
7 and to facilitate your participation in commenting
8 on the findings of the Draft Environmental Impact
9 Statement.
10 You have already met Colonel Mark Allred,
11 Judge Advocate, from Headquarters Air Force, Joint
1z Base Andrews, Maryland. He will be presiding over
13 this evening's hearing. Next, we have Mr. Roger
14 Jones, the 121st Air Refueling Wing's Environmental

15 Manager who will provide you with an overview of the

16 proposed action and alternatives; and Anne Rowe,

17 from the National Guard Bureau, who will be

18 explaining some key considerations regarding the

19 National Environmental Policy Act.

20 We also have a number of other individuals
21 who have been involved in the development of the

22 FEnvironmental Impact Statement. They are from the

23 Ohio Air National Guard, the National Guard Bureau,
24 and Cardno TEC, our environmental consultants. They

25 will be available after the current formal session
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11

to answer questions and to help facilitate this
process. You will find that any member in uniform
or with an EIS name tag can either answer your
questions or direct you to the right individual to
answer your guestions.

The greater Columbus community 1s
important to the 121st Air Refueling Wing, and
community input 1s valuable to the environmental
analysis. Rickenbacker International Airport is the
current home of the 121st Air Refueling Wing. Many
of our current, as well as retired, members live 1in
the Columbus area. We are a part of this community.

Many of you have been consistently
supportive of the military and of the 121st Air
Refueling Wing. This community helped foster the
development of the Ohio Air National Guard, as well
as the 121st Air Refueling Wing owver the years.

This support is and has been deeply appreciated.
Like you, our members live and work in this
community and care deeply about its future. This is
home to us all.

The proposed action is for the Air Force
to replace a portion of the existing KC-135 aerial
refueling fleet with KC-46A, which will be a new

aircraft to the Air Force's fleet. As such, the Air
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1 Force plans to identify locations for the beddown of
2 a formal training unit, also known as FTU, and the
3 First Main Operating Base, also known as MOB 1,

4 which will be led by active duty units. This has

5 been the subject of a separate Environmental Impact
6 Statement and is not a part of this discussion

7 tonight. The Air Force will also beddown the KC-46A
8 at a Second Main Operating Base, also known as MOB

9 2, which will be led by an Air Natiomal Guard unit.
10 This hearing is regarding the Second Main Operating

11 Base beddown only, as the FTU and MOB 1 beddown are

1z the subject of a separate action.
13 The National Guard Bureau has prepared
14 this Draft Environmental Impact Statement to analyze

15 the potential impacts of the MOB 2 KC-46A beddown.
16 The Draft Environmental Impact Statement analyzes
17 potential environmental consegquences that could

18 result from the proposed beddown cof 12 KC-46A

19 alrcraft at any five alternative Ailr National Guard
20 installations, including Forbes Air National Guard
21 Station, Kansas; Joint Rase McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst,
22 New Jersey; Pease Air National Guard Station, New

23 Hampshire; Pittsburgh Air National Guard Station,
24 Pennsylvania; and Rickenbacker Air National Guard

25 Station, Ohio.
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1 The no-action alternative 1s required by

% the National Environmental Policy Act, and was

3 evaluated also to provide a baseline for

4 decision-makers. The no-action alternative

5 evaluates the environmental consequences of not

6 basing the KC-46A alrcraft at any installation.

7 Under the no-action alternative, no installation

8 selected would be selected to host the KC-46A for

9 the Second Main Operating Base.

10 In 2013, the Secretary of the Air Force

11 announced Pease Air National Guard Station as the

1z preferred alternative for the KC-46A Second Main

13 Operating Base. The United States Alr Force

14 selected Pease Alr National Guard Station based on
15 an operational analysis, results of site surveys,

16 and military judgment factors. We would like to

17 emphasize that although the preferred alternative

18 for the beddown has been announced, no final

19 decision has been made on the basing of the KC-46A
20 aircraft currently under analysis in this draft EIS.
21 Until a final decision is made by the Secretary of
22 the Air Force, all alternatives are still under
23 consideration and are treated eqgually.
24 As shown on the poster boards, as a result
25 of the Proposed Action, there would be a change to
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1 the type of aircraft based at the selected
% installation; a change in the mix of aircraft using
3 the associated airspace; changes to staffing and
4 manpower at the selected location; changes to the
5 number of airfield operations; as well as minor
6 required constructicn, building renovation, and
7 facility demclition. There would be no new or
8 modified airspace required to support this action.
9 The proposed aircraft beddown is estimated to begin
10 in late 2017 or 2018 for the National Guard Bureau.
11 Tf Rickenbacker Air National Guard Station

1z is selected for the MOB 2 KC-46A beddown, all KC-135
13 aircraft at Rickenbacker Alr National Guard Station

14 will be replaced by 12 KC-4c¢lh aircraft, personnel

15 would increase by 197 individuals, total airfield
16 operations would increase by 1 percent, and the
17 acreage coff airport-controlled property within the

18 65 decibel Day-Night Average Sound Level noise

18 contour would decrease by 72 acres.

20 If Rickenbacker 1s not chosen for the

21 beddown of the KC-46A tanker aircraft, the existing
22 KC-135 will remain at the base for the foreseeable
23 future.

24 Again, I want to thank you for your

25 attendance and your interest in this evening.
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Please let me know 1f T can be of further
assistance, either during or after tonight's formal
proceedings conclude. With that, I will turn over
the hearing to Mr. Roger Jones, Environmental

Manager for the 121st Air Refueling Wing,

Good evening ladies and gentlemen and welcome to
the public hearing for the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement. As the Commander indicated, I am
Roger Jones, and I serve as the environmental
manager for the 121st Air Refueling Wing. As a
member of the Air Refueling Wing and of the local

community I am very interested in what happens here

discuss this topic and I appreciate your interest,

your participation, and your comments.

evaluates impacts to eleven resources by the

proposed action to include Noise, Alr Quality,

Resocurces. Other resources evaluated can be
reviewed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. As a result of the draft environmental
analysis, we do not expect the proposed action to

have any significant impacts to any resources.

15

MR. JONES: Thank vyou, Colonel Jones.

This is an important occasion in which to

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Biological Resources, and Cultural
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1 I will speak briefly to most of the

% rescurces I just mentioned; however, more in-depth

3 information is provided in the Draft EIS document

4 for all eleven resources.

5 The noise poster board shows baseline

6 noise contours from existing KC-135 aircraft

7 operations and proposed nolse contours from KC-46A

8 aircraft operations at Rickenbacker. The analysis

9 was based on 8,040 allocated flying hours for each
10 unit, which is a conservative estimate, meaning that
11 flying hours would most certainly be below that

1z number fcr each alternative.

13 As you can see the noise contours would be
14 slightly reduced by 72 acres off air-controlled

15 property. The Rickenbacker Air National Guard

16 Station is located in an area of non-attainment for
17 particulate matter and ozone. Projected emissions
18 from the proposed action would not be expected to

19 exceed established air quality standards. Any
20 increase in air emissions would be below the
21 established thresholds for our area and would not be
22 significant.
23 Under this alternative minor construction
24 and renovation of facilities would be required
25 resulting in approximately 8.5 acres of temporary
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soil disturbance and 0.3 acres of new impervious
surface. There would be no impacts to wetlands,
floodplains, or federally listed species. In
addition, the Air National Guard initiated
government-to-government ccoordination with all
federally recognized tribes affiliated with the
area. To date, from the responses we have received,
no tribe has indicated that any traditional
resources occur in the project area.

We look forward to input provided from the
public and affected communities as we proceed
through the NEPA Process. Once the requirements of
NEPA are complete, the Alr Force will make its final
basing decision. Thank you for your attention, and
I will now turn over the presentation to Ms. Anne
Rowe, the National Guard Bureau Project Manager for
the Environmental Impact Statement to discuss the
NEPA Process.

MS. ROWE: Thank vyou, Roger. I will
briefly summarize the NEPA Process. The National
Environmental Policy Act, commonly referred to as
NEPA, aids federal agency decision-makers in
determining the future course of federal actions.

Tt is the cbjective of NEPA to ensure that

decision—-makers have environmental information and
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1 public input to facilitate informed decisions.

% The goal of preparing the Environmental

3 Impact Statement 1s to support sound decisions

4 through the assessment of potential environmental

5 impacts, as well as involving the public in the

6 process. The result of this analysis and other

7 relevant factors will be considered before a

8 decision 1s made by the Air Force on this proposal.

9 The Draft Environmental Statement or Draft
10 FIS, which was made available for your viewing at a
11 number of public locations beginning on February 7,
1z 2014, presents the findings and analysis of the

13 proposed action and alternatives on environmental

14 criteria set forth by NEPA. Tonight's public

15 hearing is the second of two public comment forums
16 that provide the public an opportunity to comment on
17 the scope and content of the Environmental Impact

18 Statement. The first forum, called a scoping

19 meeting, was held here and at the other alternative
20 locations in June of 2013.
21 Comments have also been sclicited from
22 local, state, and Federal agencies that have
23 Jjurisdiction over particular resources, such as air
z24 and water quality. That process began with the
25 release of the Notice of Intent to prepare an
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1 Environmental Tmpact Statement on May 17, 2013, and

% continues today with public and agency review of the
3 Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

4 This hearing gives the potentially

5 affected communities an oppertunity to comment on

6 the analysis that have been presented 1in the Draft

7 Environmental Impact Statement.

8 The formal public comment period ends on

9 March 24, 2014. Following this period, oral and

10 written comments received from both the public and
11 government agencies will be reviewed by the Air
1z Force and the National Guard Bureau. We will

13 continue to accept comments throughout the NEPA
14 Process. However, 1t 1is more difficult to give your
15 comments the consideration they deserve as the

16 process winds down closer to the release of the

17 Final Envircnmental Impact Statement or Final EIS.
18 After all comments on the Draft

19 FEnvironmental Impact Statement have been addressed,
20 substantive comments will be reviewed and responded

21 to in the Final EIS. The Final Environmental TImpact

22 Statement will be released to the public for a

23 30-day period before a record of decision is signed
24 by the Secretary of the Air Force or their designee.
25 The Record of Decision is scheduled to be signed in
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1 June of 2014.

% This concludes the explanation of both the
3 KC-46A beddown proposal, as well as the NEPA

4 Process. I now return the program back to our

5 hearing cfficer. Thank you.

) COLCNEL MARK ALLRED: Thank you, Anne.

7 The next phase of our hearing involves one, the

8 answering of questions from the audience and two,

9 the opportunity for members of the audience to make
10 comments. Normally at this point when we have a

11 number of questions that have been filled out we

1z take a break to give our panel a chance to loock at
13 those gquestions and decide who can best handle

14 those questions. At this peint I have not received
15 any cards of any questions from anyone in the

16 audience.

17 Is there anyone who wishes to fill out a
18 question card and does anyone have a question for

12 our panel?” I want to make sure that everyone has an
20 opportunity to do that. We won't drag that
21 particular phase out as longer than is necessary.
22 The next phase is to give anyone who would
23 like to do so the opportunity to make a public
z24 comment. I do have one card from Mr., Michael
25 Hartley from the Columbus Chamber. Please,
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1 Mr. Hartley, take your place here and speak to the
2 audience.
3 MR. HARTLEY: Thank you wvery much for the
4 opportunity to give public comment. First of all,
5 thank you for the service of those in this audience
6 to our country and ocur community. ©One of the
7 things I want to talk about here is the aspect of
8 what you see, the folks in attendance, the
9 community support. When this mission was announced
10 and the opportunity for the mission was announced,
11 you saw here in the Columbus region in central Ohio

1z full community support. This included local

13 elected officials, state officials, congressional

14 delegation, all of the Ohio congressional

15 delegation and both U.S. senators.

16 The packet that we put together included
17 letters of support from all of those entities,

18 included in that also is the business community.
19 The Columbus Chamber represents 1,600 businesses,
20 approximately a guarter of a million employees.

21 Along with the small and medium size businesses vyou

22 have the Columbus partnership, which represents the
23 large fifty businesses in the Columbus region.

24 We have continued to work including a

25 January 17th, briefing here at Rickenbacker where
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1 we brought the community together with Senator Rob
z Portman. We spent a full day here and learned, I
3 think, A through Z of what goes on here at
4 Rickenbacker.
5 This community and this group is
6 committed, regarding this mission, to help drive
7 down the cost of this facility. Also, we know of no
8 environmental obstacles that would prevent locating

9 the KC-46A here at Rickenbacker. We fully believe

10 that Rickenbacker can serve this mission well. We
11 are committed if the mission does come here, as a
1z community, to help connect any active duty to

13 housing and other quality of life accommodations and

14 services.

15 I will say one final thing and remind

16 everyone here of the historical tradition of the

17 Rickenbacker Air Force Base. As you walk in you see
18 the historical markers. I believe many folks

19 believe that Eddie Rickenbacker would be very
20 pleased and feel it was appropriate for the KC-4A's

21 mission to be here.

22 With that I appreciate very much and thank
23 you very much for the time.
24 COLONEL MARK ALLRED: Thank you, sizr.

25 Again, we want to ensure that everyone has ample
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opportunity to ask any questions or make any
comments. Anyone else who would like to ask a
question or make any comment? Apparently not.
This evening's goal was to provide you with open
communication and accurate information to ensure
your informed participation in the NEPA Process.
hope that we have achieved that goal. Please feel
free to visit the information booths and ask any
additional gquestions that you may have regarding
this proposed action. You have an opportunity
during the formal comment period ending March 24,
2014, to provide written comments. Please stop by
the registration booth to get any additional
materials that you need. Thank you very much and
have a good evening.

{(Thereupon, the hearing was concluded at

6:32 o'clock p.m.)
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1 STATE OF OHIO )

z COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY ) SS: CERTIFICATE

3 I, Wgueana N. George, a Notary Public

4 within and for the State of Ohio, duly commissioned
5 and qualified,

6 DC HEREBY CERTIFY that the above-named

7 hearing, was reduced to writing by me

8 stenographically in the presence of the parties and
9 thereafter reduced to typewriting.

10 T FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative
11 or Attorney of either party nor in any manner

1z interested in the event of this action.

13 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, T have hereunto set my
14 hand and seal of office at Dayton, OChio, on this

15 13th day of March, 2014.

16

17

18

19 WQUEANA N. GEORGE

NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF QHIO

20 My commission expires 02-15%-2015%
21
22
23
24
25
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COMMENTERS ON THE DRAFT EIS — KC-464 MOB 2 BEDDOWN

Comment L 01
Organization (Private Citizen, etc.) Commenter Name Comment
Number

Letter
U.S. Senate Kelly Ayotte 1 B6-223
U.S. Senate Jeanne Shaheen 1 B6-223
Private Citizen Jim Colbert 2 B6-225
Environmental Polcy and Compliance | Andrew Raddan 3| B2
Federal Aviation Administration Glenn Helm, P.E. 4 B6-227
Private Citizen H.R. Bower 5 B6-228
City of Dublin Dana McDaniel 6 B6-229
City of Groveport Marsha Hall 7 B6-230
Newark City Mayor Jeff Hall 8 B6-231
City of Upper Arlington Theodore Staton 9 B6-232
Private Citizen Anonymous 10 B6-234
Private Citizen Anonymous 11 B6-235
Private Citizen Robert Burelli 12 B6-236
Columbus City Council Hearcel Craig 13 B6-237
Private Citizen Marilyn McCoy 14 B6-239
Private Citizen Victor Wilson 15 B6-240
Private Citizen Kristin Cruikshank 16 B6-241
Private Citizen Richard Emmons 17 B6-242
Fairfield County Board of Commissioners | Steve Davis 18 B6-243
Fairfield County Board of Commissioners | Dave Levacy 18 B6-243
Fairfield County Board of Commissioners | Mike Kiger 13 B6-243
Private Citizen David Jackson 19 B6-244
Private Citizen Donald Kershner 20 B6-245
Private Citizen Joseph Machado 21 B6-246
Private Citizen William McNeer 22 B6-248
Private Citizen Michael Myers 23 B6-249
Private Citizen LtCol Rex Mykrantz 24 B6-250
Private Citizen Marlene Packer 25 B6-251
Private Citizen Jason Porter 26 B6-252
Private Citizen Laurence Reed 27 B6-253
Columl?us—Franklin County Finance Jean Carter Ryan 28 B6-254
Authority
Private Citizen Richard Shroeder 29 B6-256
Private Citizen Senator Joe Uecker 30 B6-257
Private Citizen Martin Stires 31 B6-258
Private Citizen Daniel Snyder 32 B6-259
Private Citizen Pete Wilkinson 33 B6-260
Private Citizen G. Taylor 34 B6-263
City of Topeka Larry Wolgast 35 B6-264
Governor Margaret Wood Hassan 36 B6-265
Private Citizen Barbara N Hayes 37 B6-267
Private Citizen Nancy Holloway 38 B6-268
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Comment RGO
Organization (Private Citizen, etc.) Commenter Name Comment

Number Letter
Private Citizen Emmanuel Kidd 39 B6-269
g;)rlilsgsﬁifrléepresentatlves, New Ann McLane Kuster 40 B6-270
Private Citizen Ronald Douglas Manuel 41 B6-271
Mayor of Canal Winchester Michael Ebert 42 B6-276
The New England Council James Brett 43 B6-277
Ohio Historical Society Justin Cook 44 B6-278
Ohio Task Force Victor Wilson 45 B6-280
gir:;lrséls\;?:;a Historical and Museum Douglas McLearen 46 B6-281
g::;?ii?;oizgggcznbal Historie Chris Sockalexis 47 B6-283
Private Citizen Joseph Pescatello 48 B6-284
Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce Doug Bates 49 B6-285
State Senator Matt Smith 50 B6-286
U.S. Senator Pat Roberts 51 B6-283
U.S. Senator Jerry Moran 51 B6-288
House of Representatives, Kansas Lynn Jenkins 51 B6-288
House of Representatives, Kansas Mike Pompeo 51 B6-288
House of Representatives, Kansas Kevin Yoder 51 B6-288
House of Representatives, Kansas Tim Huelskamp 51 B6-288
Service Credit Union Gordon Simmons 52 B6-291
U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen 53 B6-296
ggiﬁy"fé ‘I’lfa“s“i“ioners’ Shawnee Robert Archer 54 B6-297
223;(1 ;jf Kic:}r:gissioners, Shawnee Kevin Cook 54 B6-297
(ngiﬁ ;:f Ig?lrggls51oners, Shawnee Michele Buhler 54 B6-297
g:rlilsssﬁifrlsepresentatlves, New Carol Shea-Porter 55 B6-298
Private Citizen Robert Sheppard 56 B6-299
Senator NH District 21 Martha Fuller Clark 57 B6-301
Private Citizen Thomas Gross 58 B6-302
Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce Doug Kinsinger 59 B6-303
Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce Neil Dobler 59 B6-303
WIBW Channels Jim Ogle, Jr. 59 B6-303
Fidelity State Bank and Trust Allan Towle 59 B6-303
Cox Communications Coleen Jennison 59 B6-303
M-C Industries, Inc. Karla Clem 59 B6-303
Payless Shoe Source Curtis Sneden 59 B6-303
Premier Employment Solutions Paul Bossert 59 B6-303
Capital Federal John Dicus 59 B6-303
Washburn University Randy Pembrook 59 B6-303
Express Employment Professionals Diana Ramirez 59 B6-303
Jayhawk File Express, LLC Cheryl Creviston 59 B6-303
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Organization (Private Citizen, etc.)

Commenter Name

Comment
Number

Page # of
Comment
Letter

Kansas Medical Mutual Insurance Kurt Scott 59 B6-303
Company

Mickey’s Promotions Michaela Shaver 59 B6-303
Mars Chocolate North American Bret Spangler 59 B6-303
Frito-Lay, Inc. Allen Moore 59 B6-303
Dillons/Kroger Kim Svoboda 59 B6-303
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Mary Knapp 60 B6-306
U.S.' Environmental Protection Agency, Curtis Spalding 61 B6-309
Region 1

Town of Hampton Frederick Welch 62 B6-317
Westar Energy Mark Ruelle 63 B6-318
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Kansas Michele McNulty for 64 B6-320
Ecological Field Office Heather Whitlaw

Canal Winchester Area Chamber of Eric Wymer 65 B6-321
Commerce

Canal Winchester Area Chamber of Greg Chamblin 65 B6-321
Commerce

Canal Winchester Area Chamber of Amanda Lemke 65 B6-321
Commerce

City of Dublin Michael Keenan 66 B6-322
City of Dublin Marsha Grigsby 66 B6-322
Columbus Chamber of Commerce Michael Dalby 67 B6-328
Columbus Regional Airport Authority Elaine Roberts 68 B6-329
Destination Canal Winchester Bruce Jarvis 69 B6-332
The Frgnklm County Board of Marilyn Brown 70 B6-334
Commissioners

The Fr?ml'dm County Board of Paula Brooks 70 B6-334
Commissioners

The Franklin County Board of John O"Grady 70 B6-334
Commissioners

The Franklin County Board of Marilyn Brown 7 B6-335
Commissioners

The Franklin County Board of Paula Brooks 7 B6-335
Commissioners

The Fr'fmlldm County Board of John O°Grady 7 B6-335
Commissioners

Governor Sam Brownback 72 B6-336
Mayor of Canal Winchester Michael Ebert 73 B6-337
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission | William Murdock 74 B6-338
Ne\y Hampshire Department of Timothy Drew 75 B6-339
Environmental Services

New J ersey Department of Environmental Ruth Foster 76 B6-344
Protection

Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine 77 B6-351
Plcka\yay' County Board of County Jay Wippel 73 B6-352
Commissioners

Plcka\yay' County Board of County Brian Stewart 73 B6-352
Commissioners

Pickaway County Board of County Harold Henson 78 B6-352
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Comment Page # of
Organization (Private Citizen, etc.) Commenter Name Comment
Number

Letter
Commissioners
Great Bay Neurosurgical Associates Melvin Prostkoff, M.D. 79 B6-353
Southeastern Franklin County Chamber of Robert Garvin 80 B6-355
Commerce
State Senator, District 16 Jim Hughes 81 B6-356
Private Citizen Dr. Calvin Taylor 82 B6-357
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New
England Field Office Anthony Tur 83 B6-358

. Joshua Shaffer for Jon

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Coleman 84 B6-359
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New
England Field Office Thomas Chapman 85 B6-367
Board of Commissioners, Shawnee Robert Archer 36 B6-369
County, Kansas
Board of Commissioners, Shawnee Kevin Cook 36 B6-369
County, Kansas
Board of Commissioners, Shawnee Michele Buhler 36 B6-369
County, Kansas
Private Citizen Allan Towle 87 B6-371
Mayor of Portsmouth Bob Lister 88 B6-373
Private Citizen Renee Plummer 89 B6-374
Pease Development Authority Bill Hopper 90 B6-375
Private Citizen John Frink 91 B6-376
Office of Senator Matt Smith Daniel Alwine 92 B6-378
Columbus Chamber Michael Hartley 93 B6-379
Ohio U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Jeromy Applegate 94 B6-380
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, -
Pennsylvania Field Office Lori Zimmerman 95 B6-381
Tuscarora Nation Bryan Printup 96 B6-385
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office Jonathan Kinney 97 B6-386
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COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIS — KC-46A MOB 2 BEDDOWN

gzr;lgleernt ‘ Name/Agency Date Comment Response
4-1 Glenn Helm, P.E. 3/3/14 | If Forbes Field is the selected location, the project will require formal | Although no facilities are
Environmental Specialist notice and review for airspace review under Federal Aviation | proposed that would affect
FAA Regulation (FAR) Part 77, Objects Affecting Navigable Airspace. navigable airspace, Forbes
ANGS will comply with 14
I recommend a 120-day notification to accommodate the review process | CFR ~ Part 77  Objects
and issue our determination letter. Proposals may be filed with FAA at | Affecting Navigable Airspace,
http://oeaaa.faa.gov. as appropriate, should they be
selected to host the KC-46A.
This has been added to all
five locations in the safety
sections.
4-2 Glenn Helm, P.E. 3/3/14 | I encourage you to file a request for airspace study as quickly as | Although no facilities are
Environmental Specialist possible if and when Forbes Field is selected in order to determine if | proposed that would affect
FAA there are any potential effects to the airport from the proposed project. | navigable airspace, Forbes
Be sure to submit information for any roads, objects, and temporary | ANGS will comply with 14
construction equipment (e.g. cranes). CFR Part 77  Objects
Affecting Navigable Airspace,
More information on this process may be found at: | as appropriate, should they be
http://www.faa.gov/airports/central/engineering/part77/ selected to host the KC-46A.
36-1 Margaret Wood Hassan, 3/6/14 | The Pease Air National Guard Base is the ideal location for the KC-46A | Thank you for your comment.
Governor air refueling tankers. The base is strategically located on the East Coast | As described in Section 2.2
of the United States, translating to considerable time and cost savings | of the Draft EIS, the USAF
for all eastbound support operations. In addition, much of the | strategic basing process used
infrastructure needed to successfully implement the KC-46A aircraft is | several operational and other
already in place at Pease. This infrastructure includes the longest Air | criteria to identify candidate
National Guard runway and parking ramp in the northeast, air traffic | and alternative bases for the
control, security and customs, and fire protection. MOB 2 missions. The criteria
included 1) runway of at least
The 157th Air Refueling Wing and the 64th Air Refueling Squadron | 7,000 feet in length, 2) the
stationed at Pease are the best options to support the operation of the | presence of an ANG Wing on
new KC-46 aircraft. the installation, and 3) the
installation had to be located
Bringing the KC-46A air refueling tankers to Pease will also benefit our | in the continental United
Seacoast communities and economy, bringing more jobs to the region | States. The EIS process is
and helping the base generate an even greater positive economic impact. | focused on evaluating each
alternative to inform the
Secretary of the Air Force on
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Number Name/Agency Date Comment Response
potential environmental
impacts associated with each
base. The USAF considers
public comments in making
decisions. We  appreciate
your participation in the
environmental impact
analysis process.
As discussed in Section
4.3.10, under Alternative #3,
the KC-46A mission would
add an additional 171
military positions (increase in
115 full-time positions and
56 traditional Guard
positions). Combined with
their  approximately 233
family members, this would
represent less than 0.08
percent of  Rockingham
County.
41-1 Ronald Douglas Manuel 3/23/14 The NAAQS and are below the pollutant emissions for the PSD/de | Thank you for your comment.
minimis and are not subject to this regulation. Sections 3.5.2 and 4.5.2
Rickenbacker ANGS 121 ARW is already flying the required | discuss both baseline and
hours/sorties required by the new KC-46A aircraft. projected emissions under
The maintenance capability is already in place (now supporting 18 | Alternative #5. As discussed
KC-135R’s and their training commitments) with a full | in these sections, the USEPA
maintenance capability rate. has C.laSSiﬁ?d the COlumbl.lS
There are two runways that fully operational and they are both over | area, including all of Franklin
2 miles long. County, as nonattainment for
The civilian version of the aircraft is already flown by some of our the O; apd PM2~5 NAAQS'
ANG pilots, this would reduce the training needed for the new The. region 1S 'des1gnated
refueling aircraft (economies). attainment/unclassified area
The total airfield operations rate would remain at about the same for ~all other criteria
level. pollutants. As such, they are
subject to de  minimis
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e Rickenbacker has fast delivery of parts when needed with | thresholds. As discussed in
commercial carriers (FedEx and UPS, and others) with around the | Section 4.5.2,  projected
clock delivery and the DSCC and DFAS installation are just up the | emissions would be expected
road from the base. to be below de minimis
e Our communities around the airfield are used to the activity of the | thresholds. ~As described in
ANG aircraft. Some of the people in the towns don’t even now | Section 2.2 of the Draft EIS,
there is a tanker unit at Rickenbacker. the USAF strategic basing
e As a community we need these new aircraft to continue the | Process used seyergl
extraordinary conviction and integrity of the “troops” of the Ohio opergﬂongl and otl}er criteria
ANG to fly in support of any conflict in the world or of these | to identify candidate and
United States. alternative bases for the
e The community would not know of the unit’s activity during the | MOB 2 missions. The criteria
week if not for the reporting of the local news outlets. The city of | included 1) runway of at least
Columbus Chamber of Commerce (who have at least 1600 local | 7,000 feet in length, 2) the
business support) fully stand behind the unit acquiring the new KC- | Presence of an ANG Wing on
46A. the installation, and 3) the
e The Ohio ANG is the most efficient and cost effective way of using mstallatlon ha.d to be 1ocgted
these aircraft to their full capabilities in support of US Air Force | 1! the continental Unltqd
missions. States. The EIS process is
e The towns around RANGS have a large population of people with f(l)cused. on evalgaftmg ea}clh
the technical expertise which will provide a large base of support gtemanve ft}(i /;n olgm the
for new members for the full-time force and the added personnel ecretary of the Air Force on
for the KC-46A. potentlal . env1r0pmenta1
e  QOur unit and its members and have received many awards from the impacts associated with e ach
- o base. The USAF considers
local communities and from communities around the world at . . .
. . . . public comments in making
deployed locations for their support in many missions. . .
. . . decisions. We appreciate
e  And the communities could use the new jobs for the new aircraft to T .
your participation in the
help support the local economy. . .
environmental 1mpact
analysis process.
44-1 Justin Cook, Ohio Historical | 3/10/14 | Appendix B of the Draft EIS contains a September 12, 2013, letter and | Letter =~ was  resubmitted
Society associated Attachments 1, 2, and 4 from Robert Dogan of the NGB to | and Rickenbacker ANGS and
Lisa Adkins of OHPO initiating Section 106 consultation for this | the Ohio SHPO  have
project and concluding that “a potential adverse effect to Hangar 885 (at | developed a Programmatic
Rickenbacker ANGS) may result from this undertaking.” A check of the | Agreement stating that if
database that we use to track Section 106-related correspondence | Rickenbacker = ANGS is
suggests that OHPO did not receive Mr. Dogan’s September 12, 2013, | selected to host the MOB 2
letter. scenario, further consultation
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would be conducted to
Please re-submit this correspondence and the associated attachments - | minimize and  mitigate
including Attachment 3 (Draft Description of the Proposed Action and | potential adverse effects to
Alternatives), which was not included in Appendix B of the Draft EIS - | these buildings.
so that we can begin consultation intended to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate the adverse effect on historic properties that will apparently
result from project implementation.
46-1 Douglas McLearen, 3/10/14 | Based on our survey files, which include both archaeological sites and | Thank you for your comment.
Pennsylvania Historical and standing structures, and the information you provided, it is our opinion | The USAF appreciates your
Museum Commission that this project has no potential to affect historic properties | input into the environmental
[Pittsburgh]. Therefore, your responsibility for consultation with the | impact analysis process. The
State Historic Preservation Office for this project is complete. Should | conclusions of the EIS are
you become aware, from any source, that historic or archaeological | consistent with this comment.
properties are located at or near the project site, please notify the
Bureau for Historic Preservation at (717) 783-8946.
47-1 Chris Sockalexis, Penobscot | 2/28/14 | The Penobscot Nation would like notification if there is to be a | Under the Proposed Action
Nation Tribal Historic significant change in the flight patterns and a significant change in the | there is no significant change
Preservation Office airspace that will be utilized during these missions [Pease]. in the flight patterns or in the
airspace that will be utilized
during these missions. If this
changes, the Penobscot
Nation will be notified.
47-2 Chris Sockalexis, Penobscot | 2/28/14 | The Penobscot Nation concurs with the Cultural Resources study that | Thank you for your comment.
Nation Tribal Historic there would be no adverse effect upon any Penobscot cultural and/or | The USAF appreciates your
Preservation Office historical interests within the Project Boundary of this Proposed Action. | input into the environmental
The Penobscot Nation also concurs that all other potential | impact analysis process. The
environmental impacts associated with this Proposed Action will be | conclusions of the EIS are
minimal [Pease]. consistent with this comment.
48-1 Joseph Pescatello 3/10/14 | I’m writing to express my concern over locating more refueling tankers | Analysis has indicated that

at Pease ANG base in New Hampshire. Pease is nestled squarely in a
highly residential area and residents for miles around already suffer the
effects of regular jet traffic from the existing KC-135s stationed there.

Our homes, schools, parks, churches, etc. already have to live with
unhealthy noise at all hours, seven-days-a-week. The smell of jet fuel is
overwhelming at times in neighborhoods around the base. There is also
a wildlife sanctuary located, literally, at the end of the runway at Pease.

there would be no significant
environmental impacts
associated with the proposed
beddown at Pease ANGS.

Acreage within the 65 dB DNL
(and greater) noise contour
would increase by 135 acres.
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I’'m very afraid that adding more tankers will have a terrible effect on | Of this increase in acreage, 4
the environment for both the people and animals who live here. acres would be off airport-
controlled property.

This area is a quiet enclave in a pristine area on the New England

seacoast. As a long-term resident, I urge you to please consider other | Impacts to wildlife species

locations for the new tankers and leave the New Hampshire seacoast as | from operational noise would

it is. be expected to be minor due to
the slight increase in noise and
the temporary nature of
construction. Impacts to state
listed species would be minor.
No federally listed species or
critical habitat is known to
occur on Portsmouth IAP;
therefore, there would be no
impacts to federally listed
species.

50-1 Matt Smith, State Senator 3/24/14 | In fact, the draft finds there will be a decrease in noise disturbance and | Thank you for your comment.
the existing facilities for fire response and crash recovery meet the | Section 3.4.3.2  discusses
KC-46A beddown requirements [Pittsburgh]. Class A  mishaps and

confirms this record.

The draft EIS also notes the 171st has recently completed their 53rd
consecutive year and over 230,000 flying hours without a Class-A | The current FAR Part 150
mishap. These factors make the 171st a strong candidate for selection to | data identified 321,436 total
house the KC-46A. As you consider the viability of this site, I also | aircraft  operations  that
encourage you to consider the financial and operational advantages and | occurred at Pittsburgh IAP
efficiencies that make the 171st uniquely suited to serve as the MOB 2 | during the 12-month period
of the new KC- 46A tanker fleet. It is my understanding the 171st was | ending March 2006. Per the
chosen to be one of five alternative locations based on several criteria, | request of the ACAA, the
including, but not limited to: its strategic location within a 90 minute | current approved and
flight time to 70% of the U.S. population which also covers six FEMA | published FAR Part 150
Regions, and its collaboration with the Pittsburgh International Airport, | Noise Compatibility Program
which provides the unit with access to four runways, inexpensive | Update for Pittsburgh IAP is
service agreements with ACAA fire and rescue operations, world-class | used as the baseline for this

snow removal operations, and around-the-clock tower support with no | analysis.

air traffic restrictions. This cost savings agreement, in addition to the
nominal infrastructure expenses required to convert existing facilities to | As shown in Section 4.4.1.1,
accommodate new KC-46A tankers, can save the USAF millions in | under Alternative #4, the
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Number Name/Agency Date (COTRTRET!

operational expenses.

Response

DNL noise contours would
decrease slightly in the areas
of arrivals and departures
from the DNL baseline
contours because of fewer
KC-46A airfield operations
than depicted in the approved
FAR Part 150 and the
KC-46A is generally a
quieter aircraft (5 dB quieter
on landing and 1 dB louder
on take-off) than the KC-135.

As described in Section 2.2
of the Draft EIS, the USAF
strategic basing process used
several operational and other
criteria to identify candidate
and alternative bases for the
MOB 2 missions. The criteria
included 1) runway of at least
7,000 feet in length, 2) the
presence of an ANG Wing on
the installation, and 3) the
installation had to be located
in the continental United
States. The EIS process is
focused on evaluating each
alternative to inform the
Secretary of the Air Force on
potential environmental
impacts associated with each
base. The USAF considers
public comments in making
decisions. We  appreciate
your participation in the

environmental impact
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Comment

Response

analysis process.

54-1

Robert Archer, Kevin Cook,
and Michele Buhler, Board
of Commissioners, Shawnee
County, Kansas

3/3/14

Forbes Field has excellent facilities and would easily house the KC-46A
and additional Airmen.

Thank you for your comment.
As described in Section 2.2
of the Draft EIS, the USAF
strategic basing process used
several operational and other
criteria to identify candidate
and alternative bases for the
MOB 2 missions. The criteria
included 1) runway of at least
7,000 feet in length, 2) the
presence of an ANG Wing on
the installation, and 3) the
installation had to be located
in the continental United
States. The EIS process is
focused on evaluating each
alternative to inform the
Secretary of the Air Force on
potential environmental
impacts associated with each
base. The USAF considers
public comments in making
decisions. We  appreciate
your participation in the
environmental impact
analysis process.

56-1

Robert Sheppard

3/12/14

According to the USAF Environmental Impact Study, the NHANGS is
currently responsible for 16% of flight operations at Pease International
Airport (IAP). Living roughly four miles from the runway I am
occasionally aware of the noise from circling air tankers while working
around my yard, though appreciative of the airport restrictions, which
limit low approaches or touch-and-go’s between 11pm and 7am, and
before noon on Sundays. At least in this neighborhood NNE of the
runway’s mid-point we notice much higher levels of noise from news
media helicopters and corporate jets than military aircraft. It is my
understanding, the KC-46A replacement aircraft will operate at or
below current noise levels of the current air tanker.

The current FAR Part 150
data identified 321,436 total
aircraft ~ operations  that
occurred at Pittsburgh AP
during the 12-month period
ending March 2006. Per the
request of the ACAA, the
current approved and
published FAR Part 150
Noise Compatibility Program
Update for Pittsburgh IAP is
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used as the baseline for this
analysis.

56-2 Robert Sheppard 3/12/14 | Professionally I work with corporations to reduce their reliance on | Thank you for your comment.
fossil fuels, decreasing the impact on climate change. The proposal to | Section 3.3.2  attainment
replace the existing fleet of eight KC-135’s and 1 backup with the | status for the ROI. The
newest generation of air tanker is a positive step from an environmental | USEPA  had  previously
standpoint. The US Environmental Protection Administration recently | classified the Boston-
designated South East region of NH as an air-quality attainment area. | Manchester-Portsmouth area
This represents a positive improvement in terms of ozone due to a | as a moderate nonattainment
number of factors including a more comprehensive focus on energy | area for the 1997 O; standard.
efficiency at both the state and local level. On January 31, 2013, the

USEPA formally
Employing an aircraft that consumes less fuel at and assuming the | redesignated southeastern
current level of 6,140 annual field operations as stated in the EIS, the | New Hampshire as an
NH ANGS should not have an adverse impact on the region’s air | attainment area for the 1997
quality or sensitive environmental places. Thirty-four percent of the | O; standard. The region is
area adjoining IAP consists water; the Piscataqua-Salmon Falls River | therefore considered a
Watershed, Great and Little Bays, Portsmouth Harbor and the Atlantic | maintenance area for O;. The
Ocean. The statistics mention the 157 ARW has not suffered a major | region is designated
mishap in a decade, reported just three emergency fuel jettisons 2011- | attainment/unclassified area
2012, and fewer than 20 BASH collisions per year, all well within | for all  other criteria
acceptable standards for a military unit flying in close proximity to a | pollutants.
developed area.

Section 3.3.3 confirms these

BASH and fuel jettison

statistics for the 157 ARW.

56-3 Robert Sheppard 3/12/14 | My only concern is that the EIS provides an incomplete picture of the | Thank you for your comment.
NHANG’s impact on the local economy. The data included in the report | The increase in personnel
(3-82) includes Rockingham County, the town of Newington, City of | would be minimal, and it is
Portsmouth and NH in terms of education, employment, housing and | expected that many, if not a
population. The next section goes on to list the Portsmouth Naval | majority of the individuals
Shipyard and the UA Local 488 Marine Pipefitters union, as two of the | would be already living in the
area’s four principal employers. However, both of those entities are | vicinity. Therefore, having
located just across the state line in Kittery, Maine. As a resident of this | the  smaller region of
region since 1984, I believe that a more accurate assessment would | influence around the
include York County Maine, Eliot, Kittery and York, ME since many of | installation was deemed to
the NHANG employees actually reside on this side of the border, | provide accurate results.
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shopping in our stores, and sending their children to our schools. While
one might find this a minor point, the impact of the 157" operations on
the entire region does come into play in the event of a Defense Base
Closure and Realignment process, which may draw from previous
government documents. For this reason, I would encourage the USAF
to included expanded commentary in the appropriate section of the final
EIS.

Response

Curtis Spalding, USEPA,
Region 1

3/24/14

Miscellaneous

Although the DEIS had a Glossary, many of the acronyms were not
listed. A complete list of acronyms used should be provided in the
FEIS.

A list of acronyms is listed at
the  beginning of the
document. The glossary
includes definitions of select
words.

Curtis Spalding, USEPA,
Region 1

3/24/14

Pease ANGS Alternative

Air Quality--General Conformity

The Pease ANGS site is not subject to General Conformity for the 2008
eight-hour ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS, the
2008 ozone standard), as all of New Hampshire has been designated
unclassifiable/attainment for the 2008 ozone standard. However, the
General Conformity requirements currently remain in place for the 1997
eight-hour ozone NAAQS for the Boston-Manchester-Portsmouth (SE)
NH area. On June 6, 2013 (78 FR 34178), EPA published its proposed
rule for “Implementation of the 2008 National Ambient Air Quality
Standards for Ozone: State Implementation Plan Requirements,” where
EPA proposed revocation of the 1997 ozone standard. EPA has not yet
finalized this regulation.

EPA approved redesignation of the Boston-Manchester-Portsmouth
(SE), New Hampshire moderate 8-hour ozone nonattainment area to
attainment for the 1997 eight hour ozone NAAQS and the initial 10-
year ozone maintenance plan for this area on Thursday, January 31,
2013; (78 FR 6741). We point out that the Boston-Manchester
Portsmouth (SE), NH maintenance area is within the Ozone Transport
Region. As such, General Conformity regulations establish applicability
rates for ozone maintenance areas inside an ozone transport region as
equal to or exceeding the rate of 100 tons per year of nitrogen oxides
(NOx) and/or 50 tons per year of volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
see 40 CFR §93.153(b)(2).

Thank you for your comment.
The USAF appreciates your
input into the environmental
impact analysis process. The
conclusions of the EIS are
consistent with this comment.
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Applicability rates are based on the total of direct and indirect emissions
of the criteria pollutant or precursor in a nonattainment or maintenance
area caused by a Federal action. The annual operational emissions that
would result from KC-46A operations at Pease ANGS is calculated at
158.92 tons of NOx and 16.93 tons of VOC as stated in Table 4.3.2-1
“Comparison of Baseline and Proposed Annual Operational Emissions,
157 ARW,” on page 4-66 of the Draft EIS (also Table 3.3-2 on page 02-
5). However, concurrent with the beddown of the 12 KC-46A, twelve
existing KC-135 aircraft would be retired out of the Air National Guard
fleet. The net annual emissions from the proposed Pease ANGS
Alternative are calculated at 83.60 tons of NOx and 13.31 tons of VOC.
We concur with the DEIS that the annual level of NOx and VOC from
the Pease ANGS Alternative are below the General Conformity
applicability rate of 1 00 tons per year of NOx and 50 tons per year of
VOC. Therefore, General Conformity is not triggered.

Response

61-3

Curtis Spalding, USEPA,
Region 1

3/24/14

Stormwater

The project will require coverage under a National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) construction general permit (CGP) for
land disturbance of one or more acres of land. If this threshold is
surpassed, the Pease ANGS would need to submit a Notice of Intent and
obtain coverage under the COP and develop and implement a
stormwater pollution prevention plan meeting the requirements of the
most recently issued CGP.

The CGP is available at: http:/www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/cgp2012
finalpermit.pdf. Additional information is available at:
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/cgp.cfm.

The completed project may also be subject to the multi-sector general
permit for storm water discharges associated with industrial activity -
air transportation sector. Moreover, if any dewatering needs to occur for
project construction, the project may also be subject to the remediation
general permit if there is dewatering discharge. The FEIS should
discuss these various permit requirements and the steps the Air Force
will take to ensure compliance with stormwater discharge regulations.

Since this is federal facility the project should be designed and operated

Section 5.1.2.4 and Chapter 4
Soils and Water Section
discusses NPDES and EISA
requirements.
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in a manner consistent with Section 438 of the Energy Independence
and Security Act, which provides: “The sponsor of any development or
redevelopment project involving a federal facility with a footprint that
exceeds 5,000 square feet shall use site planning, design, construction,
and maintenance strategies for the property to maintain or restore to the
maximum extent technically feasible, the predevelopment hydrology of
the property with regard to the temperature, rate, volume, and duration
of flow.” 42 U.S.C. § 17094. Additional guidance is available at:
http://www.epa.gov/owow/NPS/lid/section438/.
61-4 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 3/24/14 | Water Supply There would be no change to
Region 1 The DEIS does not describe or acknowledge a drinking water supply | management of stormwater
well called the Pease Trade Port Haven Well [EPA ID#l 951020-002] | and no changes to water
operated by the Portsmouth Water Works. The proposed installation lies | quality = of  surface or
within the well’s source water protection area (SWPA). This gravel- | groundwater is expected as a
packed supply well is approximately 4,200 feet south of the proposed | result of the Proposed Action.
facility. The FEIS should be updated to include this water supply | Added the following to the
resource. Pease Chapter 3 groundwater
section: The primary water
The DEIS should include the latest raw water quality analyses for the | sources for the Pease
Pease Trade Port Haven Well (i.e., inorganics, VOCs, SOCs, PAHs, | International Tradeport are
etc.) from the Portsmouth Water Works to describe current ground | three wells operated by
water quality under the proposed installation location. This will provide | Portsmouth waterworks;
a basis for a comparison of future potential drinking water impacts, if | Haven, Smith, and Harrison
any, from KC-46A activities. In addition, any nearby monitoring wells | wells (City of Portsmouth
should be sampled for the same constituents. The DEIS’ description of | 2010).
ground water impacts (page 4-74) mentions only a 0.5 acre increase in
impervious surface from the project. No mention whatsoever is made of
ground water quality.
The fate and transport of storm water, deicing chemicals or fire-fighting
agents in the vicinity of the proposed installation are not clear in the
document. The FEIS should describe the present composition of storm
water runoff; and what, if any, changes in impacts will occur to surface
or ground waters from the new facility construction and operation.
61-5 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 3/24/14 | Pittsburgh ANGS Alternative Nothing would change with
Region 1 Hazardous Materials and Waste respect to ASTs (what is
The DEIS (page 3-105) notes, “Nineteen ASTs occur on the 171 AR W | stored, what amount is stored,
installation and are used to store diesel, jet fuel, motor gasoline, | etc.); therefore, no further
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aqueous film forming foam, potassium acetate, developer, dye
penetrant, emulsifier, and rinse solution.” The location of the ASTs is
not shown on the site. The FEIS should provide a map that depicts the
location of the ASTs in relation to the proposed facility construction.
The safety measures integrated into the AST should also be discussed.

The DEIS (page 5-27) notes, “Under Alternative #4, the total number of
flying hours for the 171 ARW would increase approximately 34
percent; therefore, throughput of petroleum substances and hazardous
waste streams would be expected to increase commensurately.” The
FEIS should discuss if the current hazardous waste management
systems can handle and treat increased hazardous waste and if
additional options have been considered for incorporation to respond to
the projected increase.

The Pittsburgh IAP relies on two in-stream treatment ponds to treat
deicing wash. The ANG should consider upgrading its deicing facility
to meet current standards.

The DEIS (page 3-106) notes, “Hazardous wastes initially accumulated
at a SAP are accumulated in appropriate containers before being
transferred to the installation CAP.” “The installation CAP is located in
Building 501/502 (171 ARW 2009, Tower 2013b).” Building 501/502
is not identified on a map in the DEIS. The FEIS should explain
whether these buildings are within the study area, depict them on a map
and discuss safety procedures incorporated into the building design. The
FEIS should also describe the approximate increase in waste generated
as a result of the Proposed Action and if the buildings would have the
capacity to handle the additional waste.

The DEIS (page 3-106) notes, “OWSs are used to separate oils, fuels,
sand, and grease from wastewater and to prevent contaminants from
entering the sanitary sewer and stormwater drainage systems. Fifteen
OWSs are located on the 171 ARW installation. These OWSs primarily
receive discharge from floor drains in maintenance area (171 ARW
2012c).” The FEIS should provide the location of the fifteen OWSs
located on the 171 ARW installation and describe whether more are

Response

discussion or identification of
locations of them s
warranted.

Have added the following
language that is currently in
Chapter 4 Hazmat sections
also to Chapter 5 sections
“Hazardous waste generation
(e.g., used oil, used filters,
oily rags, etc.) would
continue to be managed in
accordance with the
installation’s Hazardous
Waste Management Plan and
all applicable federal, state,
and local regulations.
Additionally, no changes to
the  installation’s small
quantity ~ generator  status
would be expected to occur
due to the increase in
hazardous waste generation
from aircraft operations.”

Upgrading the deicing facility
is not a part of the proposed
action, and as such is not
discussed in this EIS.

These buildings are not
located within the area of
construction and therefore are
not shown on the areal extent
of the map.

Should additional OWSs or
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Number
necessary to compensate for the proposed action and/or to control waste | stormwater drainage systems
from entering the sanitary sewer and stormwater drainage systems. be necessary, these would be
incorporated into the designs;
The DEIS (pages 3-106 and 3-107) identifies three closed ERP sites and | however the designs have not
two closed Areas of Concern (AOC) at the 171 ARW installation. The | been finalized yet. They
DEIS did not discuss if contaminated soils were removed if | would be managed in
groundwater is being treated and whether these areas are subject to land | accordance with each
control restrictions. Since the Proposed Action can occur on or in | installation’s hazardous waste
proximity to existing ERP sites and AOCs, this information and how | and stormwater management
the proposed action may affect them, is critical to assessing | plans.
environmental impacts and should be provided in the FEIS.
See Section 4.4.9.3, which
says “This site is closed and
was a POL storage area and
fuel hydrant system for JP-4
fuel. Soil and groundwater
sampling performed at this
site did not reveal
contaminants of concern
above PADEP guidelines.”
61-6 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 3/24/14 | Environmental Justice and the Protection of Children Comment noted. GIS for
Region 1 The DEIS (page 3-110) discusses minority and low-income populations | census tracts and blocks from
as well as children under the age of 18 living in the vicinity of the | the U.S. Census Bureau were
Pittsburgh ANGS. However, the FEIS should identify census tracts and | used to analyzed low-income
blocks depicting these populations on a map to show possible impacts | and minority  populations
and support text and tables provided. within  the vicinity of
Pittsburgh ANGS. However,
this was considered
unnecessary for analysis to
depict on maps in the EIS as
the maps created would be
cluttered and difficult to read.
61-7 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 3/24/14 | Aircraft Noise There is no change to the
Region 1 The DEIS (page 4-89) notes, “Aircrews associated with the KC-46A | type of operations that would
would continue to practice closed patterns, including tactical procedures | occur at the Pittsburgh
in which the aircraft climbs or descends in the immediate vicinity of the | airfield. A maximum of 8,040
airfield.” “This procedure is currently being flown with the KC-135; | training hours (non-
however most tactical procedures would be accomplished in the | simulator) have been
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Number

Name/Agency

Date

Comment

simulator and at the other locations away from Pittsburgh IAP.” The
FEIS should estimate the number of tactical procedures to take place in
the simulator versus other locations and identify the other locations
where this training will occur and associated impacts.

Response

evaluated. Additional
operations practiced in the
simulator are non-essential to
the environmental analysis.

68-1

Elaine Roberts, Columbus
Regional Airport Authority

1/24/14

The Rickenbacker Air Guard Station is well located to provide
responsive support to the significant demand for aerial refueling in the
eastern United States, particularly the heavy concentration of fighter
and cargo aircraft in the southeast states. Rickenbacker AGS is well
positioned to accept 12 KC-46A aircraft, with the base’s infrastructure
currently supporting 18 KC-135R aircraft. Rickenbacker also offers a
total logistics platform, all-weather navigation, a Foreign-trade zone,
and U.S. Customs and Border Protection on site. CRAA maintains all
runways, taxiways and navigational aids.

Additionally, the facility stands out for its existing infrastructure,
offering not just one, but two runways meeting the criteria identified in
your sourcing document.

We know you will do a detailed analysis of our Region and compare us
against other competitors to ensure the best choice for your people, your
aircraft and your mission.

Thank you for your comment.
As described in Section 2.2
of the Draft EIS, the USAF
strategic basing process used
several operational and other
criteria to identify candidate
and alternative bases for the
MOB 2 missions. The criteria
included 1) runway of at least
7,000 feet in length, 2) the
presence of an ANG Wing on
the installation, and 3) the
installation had to be located
in the continental United
States. The EIS process is
focused on evaluating each
alternative to inform the
Secretary of the Air Force on
potential environmental
impacts associated with each
base. The USAF considers
public comments in making

decisions. We  appreciate
your participation in the
environmental impact

analysis process.

76-1

Ruth Foster, NJ Department
of Environmental Protection

3/24/14

The Historic Preservation Office (HPO) received the above document
for review directly from the National Guard Bureau. As stated in the
EIS document, the HPO previously reviewed the proposed undertaking
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Our
office concurred with the finding that there are no historic properties
affected by the proposed activity at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst.
A copy of our review letter (HP0-12013-045) is attached for your

Thank you for your comment.
The USAF appreciates your
input into the environmental
impact analysis process. The
conclusions of the EIS are
consistent with this comment.
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Name/Agency

Date

Comment

reference.

Thank you for providing us with the opportunity for review and
comment on the submitted documentation. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me. If additional consultation is
required for this undertaking, please reference the HPO project# 13-
1101 in any future calls, emails, or written correspondence in order to
expedite our review and response.

Response

76-2

Ruth Foster, NJ Department
of Environmental Protection

3/24/14

The NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife (DFW) appreciates the opportunity
to provide comment for the Environmental Impact Statements (EIS’s)
being prepared for the MOB I/FTU 1 and MOB 2 aircraft beddowns.
The NJ DFW feels that the proposed facility additions, new impervious
surface areas and changes to the existing fueling infrastructure shown in
the “Final Description of the Proposed Action and Alternatives
Environmental Impact Statement KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air
National Guard Installations Main Operating Base 2” should have little
to no effect on the known nesting area of the Upland Sandpipers,
Grasshopper Sparrows and Savannah Sparrows near the center of the
runways at McGuire AFB.

Thank you for your comment.
The USAF appreciates your
input into the environmental
impact analysis process. The
conclusions of the EIS are
consistent with this comment.

76-3

Ruth Foster, NJ Department
of Environmental Protection

3/24/14

In the EIS, a description of other larger aircraft with similar engines
using the same runways would be helpful in determining whether or not
the replacement of the existing KC-135 aerial refueling fleet with the
KC-46A would have any effect on the T &E species present [JB MDL].

As stated in Appendix A,
Section A.1.2.1 Actual noise
measurements for the KC-
46A have not been obtained.
Therefore, the USAF
developed a set of noise data
that can be wused as a
substitute for the KC-46A
until such time as actual noise
data becomes available. This
data is not available in the
INM program; therefore, the
B767-300 was used as a
substitute aircraft at civilian
airports. Based on this
substitute data, on a one-to-
one basis, the KC-46A is
slightly quieter than both the
KC-135 and B767-300.
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Date

Comment

Response

Analysis in the DEIS has
found that there would be no
impacts to T&E species at
any of the locations.

76-4 Ruth Foster, NJ Department

of Environmental Protection

3/24/14

As shown in Table ES-2. Summary of Impacts, under “JB MDL”:
“Acreage within the 65 dB DNL (and greater) noise contour would
increase by 1,831 acres.” The DFW would like to know what the noise
level is now and exactly what the change in noise level would be. A
study by Erin H. Strasser and Julie A. Heath, Reproductive failure of a
human-tolerant species, the American kestrel, is associated with stress
and human disturbance, suggests that “cavity nesting birds, such as
kestrels, who inhabit noisy environments may compensate for decreased
auditory cues by increasing vigilance behavior, such as visual scans
from the nest entrance or flushing from the nest, leading to changes in
energy allocation or extended periods away from the nest during
incubation. This behavior appears to be followed, at a high rate, by nest
abandonment.” The DFW would be concerned with how this may relate
to the species nesting within the air field.

The Strasser and Heath study
indicates that Kestrel nest
success is lower in areas with
greater human disturbance
(not necessarily noise); and
that disturbance (as identified
in the study) was related to
the proximity of roads; actual
noise near the nests was not
measured. Operational noise
levels under Alternative #2
would be expected to
increase slightly from
baseline with the conversion
to the KC-46A aircraft. As
shown in Appendix A, Table
A.1.2-2 provides
representative SELs,
indicating that the SEL for
individual landings by the
KC-46A would be 5 dB less
than with the KC-135, while
take-offs would be 1 dB
greater than the KC-
135. Under Alternative #2,
only the number of aircraft
operations would change;
there would be no change in

where or when individual
aircraft  operate.  Flights
would be scheduled for
similar time periods as
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Date

Comment

Response

currently flown during the
morning and afternoons, with
approximately 4 percent of
flights  occurring  during
environmental night (after 10
p-m. and before 7 am.). An
additional 419 acres of land
off the airport property would
be exposed to DNL between
65 dB and 70 dB. However,
since ambient noise levels
within  the vicinity are
relatively high under existing
conditions, the proposed
action under Alternative #2
would be unlikely to
substantially increase enough
to preclude wildlife from
utilizing the area as they
currently do.

A reference to the Strasser
and Heath study has been
incorporated.

83-1

Anthony Tur, USFWS New
England Field Office

4/1/14

As stated in the draft EIS Section 3.3.5.3 (pg. 3-74), dated February
2014, there are no known occurrences of federally listed or candidate
species within the vicinity of the 157 ARW installation. Consequently, |
have no information to justify the need for further consultation
regarding the Endangered Species Act.

Thank you for your comment.
The USAF appreciates your
input into the environmental
impact analysis process. The
conclusions of the EIS are
consistent with this comment.

84-1

Joshua Shaffer for Jon
Coleman, USACE

3/25/14

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regulates earth moving activities
within streams or wetlands. This includes any placement of fill material,
temporary or permanent. If you are proposing a new project that entails
the placement of fill material in waters (including wetlands), or if you
are proposing a modification to an existing project that entails the
placement of fill material in waters, then this letter serves as your notice
that your project may require a permit from this office [Pittsburgh].

The Proposed Action would
not require the placement of
fill material in wetlands or
streams.
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Number
84-2

Name/Agency

Joshua Shaffer for Jon
Coleman, USACE

Date
3/25/14

Comment

Based on the information contained within the Draft EIS it appears that
impacts to waters may be proposed. We recommend that you hire a
qualified wetland consultant to evaluate the entire project area in order
to determine if any streams or wetlands are present. Enclosed is a list

of wetland consultants. If impacts to streams or wetlands are in fact
proposed, you should again contact this office to discuss permitting
requirements. Every effort should be made to avoid and minimize
impacts to the aquatic resources on-site. We will continue to work with
you in order to protect any aquatic resources that may be present
[Pittsburgh].

Response

The EIS has analyzed
potential impacts to waters
and has found that there
would be no impacts under
the Proposed Action. Every
effort to avoid impacts to
aquatic resources would be
made.

85-1

Thomas Chapman, USFWS
New England Field Office

3/25/14

Based on information currently available to us, no federally listed or
proposed, threatened or endangered species or critical habitat under the
jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are known to occur in
the project area [Pease]. Preparation of a Biological Assessment or
further consultation with us under section 7 of the Endangered Species
Act is not required. No further Endangered Species Act coordination is
necessary for a period of one year from the date of this letter, unless
additional information on listed or proposed species becomes available.

To obtain updated lists of federally listed or proposed threatened or
endangered species and critical habitats, it is not necessary to contact
this office. Instead, please visit the Endangered Species Consultation
page on the New England Field Office’s website:

www.fws.gov/newengfand/endangered!<Jpec-consultation. htm
(accessed January 2013)

On the website, there is also a link to procedures that may allow you to
conclude if habitat for a listed species is present in the project area. If
no such habitat exists, then no federally listed species arc present in the
project area and there is no need to contact us for further consultation. If
the above conclusion cannot be reached, further consultation with this
office is advised. Information describing the nature and location of the
proposed activity that should be provided to us for further informal
consultation can be found at the above-referenced site.

Thank you for your comment.
No habitat for listed species
is present within the project
area.

91-1

John Frink

3/6/14

Now, I know it’s a policy, although I have not personally called the Air
National Guard, to deny jettisoning of fuel, however, I get up in the

Thank you for your comment.
The ANG only jettisons fuel
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morning and certain atmospheric conditions, and there’s a very strong
smell of kerosene.

Now, I’ve heard that this is because of the warm-up process and
prevailing winds. I’ve also heard that it's necessary to jettison fuel in
order to land or take off or something. But it’s distressing.

It’s perhaps better that I would ask the question rather than try to make
a formal statement here, and the question would be, with the new
tankers, which I’m sure are probably environmentally more friendly
than the KC-135s, given that the 8 aircraft would be replaced by 12,
would there be more of this jet fuel in the air over my house? I have
honey bees that aren’t doing well. That probably is the case almost
everywhere. | have a vegetable garden, which is pretty much organic,
and [ think it’s important to really consider the environment [Pease].

The City of Portsmouth and State of New Hampshire have always been
very supportive of the military base there, but the people in Newington
are the ones that really experience the downside. I have TCE in the
water that runs through my property. I don’t have to drink that water,
but there are environmental impacts, and I just would like to be
reassured that the amount of fuel in the air vapor is not going to
increase due to the increased aircraft.

Response

during an emergency
situation and it is not a daily
practice to jettison fuel
anywhere including at the
end of the runway at Pease
ANGS.

94-1

Jeromy Applegate, OH
USFWS

4/7/14

Relative to the subject project, you have made a determination that the
project will have no effect on the federally endangered Indiana bat
[Rickenbacker]. Because you have made a “no effect” determination,
consultation (and FWS concurrence) under section 7(a)(2) of the
Endangered Species Act is not required.

Thank you for your comment.
The USAF appreciates your
input into the environmental
impact analysis process. The
conclusions of the EIS are
consistent with this comment.

95-1

Lori Zimmerman, USFWS
Pennsylvania Field Office

4/2/14

Except for occasional transient species, no federally listed threatened or
endangered species under our jurisdiction are known to occur within the
project impact area [Pittsburgh].

Thank you for your comment.
The USAF appreciates your
input into the environmental
impact analysis process. The
conclusions of the EIS are
consistent with this comment.
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Comment

Date
4/2/14

Comment

However, the Pittsburgh Air National Guard Station is within the range
of the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a species that
was proposed for listing as an endangered species on October 2, 2013.
No critical habitat has been proposed at this time. Species proposed for
listing are not afforded protection under the ESA; however, as soon as a
listing becomes effective, the prohibition against jeopardizing its
continued existence and “take” applies regardless of an action’s stage
of completion. Therefore, to avoid project delays we recommend that
the effect of the project on northern long eared bats, and their habitat, be
considered during the project planning and design. Additional
information about northern long-eared bats, including ecology, habitat
descriptions, listing status updates, and possible conservation measures
may be found at
www. fws.gov/midwestlendangered/mammals/nlba/index.html (click on
Northern Long-eared Bat Interim Conference and Planning Guidance).
We are available to discuss potential conservation measures specific to
your project design.

Response

Thank you for your comment.
No habitat or potential habitat
for the long-eared by is
located within the proposed
construction area.

Number Name/Agency

95-2 Lori Zimmerman, USFWS
Pennsylvania Field Office

95-3 Lori Zimmerman, USFWS

Pennsylvania Field Office

4/2/14

The Service is the principal Federal agency charged with protecting and
enhancing populations and habitat of migratory bird species. The
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) prohibits the taking, killing,
possession, transportation, and importation of migratory birds, their
eggs, parts, and nests, except when specifically authorized by the
Department of the Interior. While the MBTA has no provision for
authorizing incidental take, the Service recognizes that some birds may
be killed even if all reasonable measures to avoid take are implemented.

The potential exists for avian mortality from habitat destruction and
alteration within the project boundaries. Site-specific factors that should
be considered in project siting to avoid and minimize the risk to birds
include avian abundance; the quality, quantity and type of habitat;
geographic location; type and extent of bird use (e.g. breeding,
foraging, migrating, etc.); and landscape features. Please review the
enclosed information for general recommendations for avoiding and
minimizing impacts to migratory birds within and around the project
area [Pittsburgh]. Please be aware that since these are general
guidelines, some of them may not be applicable to the current project
design or they may have already been included in the project design.

Thank you for your comment.
Impacts to migratory birds
are expected to be minor to
negligible under the Proposed
Action at Pittsburgh ANGS.

No  habitat would be
permanently altered, and
noise from  construction
would be temporary and

minimal due to the existing
ambient noise levels that
occur at the airfield. An
increase in  levels  of
operations (e.g., sorties) may
result in an increased
opportunity for bird-aircraft
strikes to occur, including
those with migratory birds.

Adherence to the existing,
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gzl;gleernt Name/Agency Date Comment Response
BASH  program  would
To avoid potential delays in reviewing your project, please use the | minimize the risk  of
above-referenced USFWS project tracking number in any future | bird/wildlife aircraft strikes.
correspondence regarding this project.
97-1 Jonathan Kinney, New Jersey | 5/12/14 | Please submit a hard copy of the building evaluation with a cover letter | A hard copy of the building

Historic Preservation Office

to our office requesting a formal concurrence with the “not eligible”
determination [JB MDL]. We will respond upon receipt of that
documentation. Please let me know if you have any questions.

evaluation has been sent to
your office requesting formal
concurrence.
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March 2014

KC-46A EIS Project Manager
NGB/A7AM, Shepperd Hall

3501 Fetchet Avenue

Join Base Andrews MD 20762-5157

Dear Sir:

I am writing in support of bringing the KC-46A “Pegasus” to Rickenbacker Air National Guard
Base. As vou are aware, Rickenbacker is prepared to accept the new role of the main operating base
of the KC-46 today. But what the previous assessments have not been able to show is how much
capability Rickenbacker Air National Guard Base offers with their local partnerships.

The Columbus Regional Airport Authority (CRAA) governs both Rickenbacker and Columbus
Intemational Airports. The two airports are located within miles of each other and provide access to
four heavy lift capable runways. The CRAA also governs the Rickenbacker Intermodal that
combines rail head traffic, road traffic, and distribution and warehouse facilities into a true “In Land
Port”. This is unparalleled low cost joint use surge capability that would benefit a KC-46 operation.

Teamed with the Defense Logistics Agency, also located in Columbus (by the airport), and the 121
Air Refueling Wing can be a key partner in the cargo delivery for the Air Force.

Located within 1 hour flight time to 60% of the US population, Columbus is the ideal departure point
for homeland defense and security. Additionally, the Columbus based KC-46 would be sharing the
runways with Fed Ex, UPS, Cargo Lux and Cathay Pacific for long haul world- wide delivery.

Columbus, Ohio is the 15t largest city and rated the 11t most military friendly city in America. The
city was recently awarded an Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve award. In short, Columbus
and the surrounding communities are ready for the KC-46.

I think you can see that bringing the KC-46 to Rickenbacker would be the most low cost/high
capability choice that can be made. I implore you to station the KC-46 at Rickenbacker Air National
Guard Base.

Thank you for your support of Rickenbacker Air National Guard Base.

Sincerely,
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March 2014

The Honorable Deborah Lee James
Secretary of the Air Force

1670 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1670

Dear Madam Secretary:

I am writing in support of bringing the KC-46A “Pegasus” to Rickenbacker Air National Guard
Base. As vou are aware, Rickenbacker is prepared to accept the new role of the main operating base
of the KC-46 today. But what the previous assessments have not been able to show is how much
capability Rickenbacker Air National Guard Base offers with their local partnerships.

The Columbus Regional Airport Authority (CRAA) governs both Rickenbacker and Columbus
International Airports. The two airports are located within miles of each other and provide access to
four heavy lift capable runways. The CRAA also governs the Rickenbacker Intermodal that
combines rail head traffic, road traffic, and distribution and warehouse facilities into a true “In Land
Port”. This is unparalleled low cost joint use surge capability that would benefit a KC-46 operation.

Teamed with the Defense Logistics Agency, also located in Columbus (by the airport), and the 121
Air Refueling Wing can be a key partner in the cargo delivery for the Air Force.

Located within 1 hour flight time to 60% of the US population, Columbus is the ideal departure point
for homeland defense and security. Additionally, the Columbus based KC-46 would be sharing the
runways with Fed Ex, UPS, Cargo Lux and Cathay Pacific for long haul world- wide delivery.

Columbus, Ohio is the 15t largest city and rated the 11t most military friendly city in America. The
city was recently awarded an Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve award. In short, Columbus
and the surrounding communities are ready for the KC-46.

I think you can see that bringing the KC-46 to Rickenbacker would be the most low cost/high
capability choice that can be made. T implore you to station the KC-46 at Rickenbacker Air National
Guard Base.

Thank you for your support of Rickenbacker Air National Guard Base.

Sincerely,
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Columbus, Ohio is the 15th largest city and rated the 11th most military
friendly city in America. The city was recently awarded an Employer Support
of the Guard and Reserve award. In short, Columbus and the surrounding
communities are ready for the KC-46.

I think you can see that bringing the KC-46 to Rickenbacker would be the
most low cost/high capability choice that can be made. | implore you to
station the KC-46 at Rickenbacker Air National Guard Base.

Thank you for your support of Rickenbacker Air National Guard Base.

Sincerely,

Pete Wilkinson

Colonel USAF (Retired)

MOAA Central Ohio Past President

Pete Wilkinson
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THE
NEW ENGIAND

—  COUNCIL

March 14, 2014

KC-46A EIS Project Manager
NGB/A7AM

Shepperd Hall

3501 Fetchet Avenue

Joint Base Andrews, MD 20762-5157

RE: KC-46A Beddown EIS
To Whom It May Concern:

I write today on behalf of The New England Council, the nation’s oldest regional business association.
The New England Council is an alliance of businesses, academic and health institutions, and public and
private organizations throughout New England formed to promote economic growth and a high quality of
life in the region. The Council is dedicated to identifying and supporting federal public policies and
articulating the voice of its membership regionally and nationally on important issues facing New
England.

The Council has a long history as an advocate for our region’s military installations and believes firmly
that these bases are critical not only to our nation’s security, but also to our region’s economic wellbeing.
As such, we strongly support the selection of Pease Air National Guard Base in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire, as the base for the Air Force’s new KC-46A mid-air refueling tankers.

Not only is the base well positioned and prepared to welcome these new aircraft, but the selection of Pease
would have tremendous economic and other benefits for our region. First, the selection of Pease would
bring much-needed new jobs to our region, including 7o full-time and 50 part-time jobs, addition an
additional $7 million to the local payroll. In addition, if Pease is selected, our region’s economy and local
communities will benefit from $45 million in military construction. Of course the selection of Pease
would also bring a variety of other benefits to our region, including enhanced FEMA region 1 response
and increased cargo and aeromedical evacuation capacity.

The New England Council is proud to add our voice to those of Governor Maggie Hassan and the entire
New Hampshire Congressional delegation in supporting the selection of Pease Air National Guard Base as
the home of the KC-46A. If you have any questions, I can be reached at (617) 723-4009.

Sincerely,

Y

James T. Brett
President & CEQO

The New England Council
98 North Washinglon Streel ¢ Boslon, Massachusells 02114 # (617) 723-4000
331 Constitution Avenue, NE » Washington, DC 20002 « (202) 547-9149
www.newenglandeouncil.com
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@ongress of the Anited States
Washington, BE 20515

March 21, 2014

Mr. Robert Dogan

KC-46A Program Manager

National Guard Burcaw/ A7AM
Shepperd Hall

3501 Fetchet Avenue

Joint Base Andrews, MD 20762-5157

Dear Mr. Dogan:

We write today to express our support for Forbes Field Air National Guard Base (Forbes
ANGB) to serve as the Air National Guard Second Main Operating Base (MOB 2) for the KC-
46A tanker refueling mission.

The United States Air Force (USAF) recently announced, and made a case in favor of
designating Pease Air National Guard Station (Pease ANGS) as the “preferred alternative™ for
the Air National Guard operating mission. We certainly respect and appreciate the basis for the
United States Air Force's (USAF) decision selecting Pease ANGS. It is our belief that that the
190th Air Refueling Wing (ARW) at Forbes continues to be a top candidate and an excellent
choice for the KC-46A mission for the MOB 2 requirement, and in future basing rounds.

We would like to share a number of additive factors below to reaffirm Forbes Field's
demonstrable track record of success.

Facilities and Location
The Air Force's analysis demonstrates that Forbes Field has the infrastructure capability
necessary to support the KC-46A mission. Currently at Forbes ANGB there are:

. Two runways (12,800x150 & 7,000X150).
. Existing ramp space for 16 aircraft.
. Five hangar spaces (3 fully closed).

Forbes enjoys unencumbered airspace with access to the highest density of refueling
operations in the Continental United States (CONUS) for which the KC-46A MOB 2 site will
provide support. Additionally, there are Operations and Maintenance facilities that can house
additional Airmen with no additional cost or construction.

K(C-135 Operations in Kansas

In 2013, McConnell Air Force Base was selected as the Main Operating Base (MOB 1)
for the KC-46A mission for a wealth of reasons, but its successful history of operation with the
KC-135 tanker since 1971 was one of the most obvious and significant. Equally, since 1978 the

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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190th ARW at Forbes has conducted KC-135 refueling operations. Like McConnell AFB, Forbes
has a successful and longstanding history of tanker operations as a major force in the refueling of
military aircraft.

By bringing the centralizing the KC-46A mission around tanker experts at Forbes and
McConnell, base leadership and the community can be assured that not only will the transition be
significantly easier than alternative bases, but that the continuation of this mission, which will
house the next generation of aircraft and pilots, will ensure the installation will continue to play a
crucial role in military operations for decades to come.

Community Support / Cost of Living

There has continued to be strong community support for the MOB 2 operation at Forbes
Field. The State and Local governments, in coordination with military installations, have come
together to ensure noise contours, appropriate zoning, and to promote air quality initiatives. Cost
of living is 10% below the urban area average near Forbes ANGB, which calculates to some of
the lowest housing and local area costs in the country.

Adaptability for an Active Association

Forbes Field is located in Topeka, Kansas - a major metropolitan area with the amenities
and high quality family resources (medical care, education, etc.,) of importance to military
families. Topeka also offers well priced housing, cultural and recreational amenities and access
to a major metropolitan airport within a one hour drive in Kansas City Missouri - all important
family support components for a highly successful Active Association. Forbes is also located
close to two Active Duty installations which provide the military support services (Human
Resources, Medical, Commissaries & Exchanges) of importance to military personnel and their
dependents. Fort Leavenworth (home of the Army's Command & General Staff College) is less
than a one hour drive (65 miles) from Forbes, while McConnell Air Force Base (site of the KC-
46A MOB 1 site) is less than two hours by car from Forbes.

In summary, we take no exception to the Air Force's decision to name Pease Air National
Guard Base as the MOB 2 Preferred Alternative. We understand that the existing Active
Association, along with many other positive factors, played a critical role in the Air Force's
selection of Pease for the MOB 2 site.

However, we would be remiss if we did not explicate our unwavering support for Forbes
Field. Led by strong community support, exceptional infrastructure, and the ideal location for the
mission, Forbes would be a valid choice for future Air National Guard/Active Association KC-
46A basing considerations by-the Department.

incerely,
g— P
/ ol jﬂ" Mermn
o~
SEnator Pat Roberts Senator Jerry Moran
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(1) dead or live trees and snags with peeling or exfoliating bark, split
tree trunk and/or branches, or cavities, which may be used as maternity
roost areas;

(2) live trees (such as shagbark hickory and oaks) which have exfeliating
bark;

(3) stream corridors, riparian areas, and upland woodlots which provide
forage sites.

Should habitat exhibiting the characteristics described above be present at
the proposed project site, we recommend that they, as well as surrounding
trees, be saved wherever possible. However, if these trees cannot be
avoided, they should only be cut between October 1 and March 31. 1f
implementation of the seasonal tree cutting restriction is not possible,
summer surveys should be conducted to decument the presence or likely
absence ot the Indiana bat within the project area during the summer. The
survey must be conducted by an approved surveyor and be designed and
conducted in coordination with the Endangered Species Coordinator for this
office.

The proposed project lies within the range of the northern long-eared bat
(Myotis septentrionalis), a species that is currently proposed for listing

as federally endangered. Recently white-nose syndrome (WNS), a novel tungal
pathogen, has caused serious declines in the northern long-eared bat

population in the northeastern U.S. WNS has also been documented in Ohio,
but the full extent of the impacts from WNS in Ohio are not yet known.

During winter, northern long-eared bats hibernate in caves and abandoned
mines. Summer habitat requirements for the species are not well defined but
the following are considered important:

(1) Roosting habitat in dead or live trees and snags with cavities, peeling
or exfoliating bark, sphit tree trunk and/or branches, which may be used as
maternity roost areas;

(2) Foraging habitat in upland and lowland woodlots and tree lined
corridors;

(3) Occasionally they may roost in structures like barns and sheds.

It appears that habitat exhibiting the characteristics described above may
be present at the proposed project site. We recommend that trees exhibiting
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any of the characteristics listed above, as well as any wooded areas or tree
lined corridors be saved wherever possible. However, if these areas cannot
be avoided, they should only be cut from October 1 through March 31

If there 15 a Federal nexus for the project (e.g., Federal funding provided,
Federal permits required to construct), no tree clearing on any portion of
the parcel should occur until consultation under section 7 of the ESA,
between the Service and the Federal action agency, is completed We
recommend that the Federal action agency submit a determination of effects
to this office, relative to the Indiana bat, for our review and concurrence.

Due to the project type, size, and location, we do not anticipate adverse
effects to any other federally endangered, threatened, propesed, or
candidate species. Should the project design change, or during the term of
this action, additional information on listed or propoesed species or their
critical habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of
the action that were not previously considered, consultation with the
Service should be initiated to assess any potential impacts.

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.),
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended, and are consistent
with the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the U.
S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Mitigation Policy. This letter provides
technical assistance only and does not serve as a completed section 7
consultation document.

Sincerely,

Inline image 1

Mary Knapp. Ph.D.
Field Supervisor
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U8 Hlgh
NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU &eﬂlgﬁfé& Sorvies

3501 FETCHET AVENUE
JOINT BASE ANDREWS MD 20762-5157

FEB 12 2014
Kansas Field Officg
| February 30

MEMORANDUM FOR INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS, ORGANIZATIONS, PUBLIC
GROUPS, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES

FROM: NGB/ATAM

Shepperd Hall
3501 Fetchet Avenue
Joint Base Andrews MD 20762-5157

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Second Main Operating Base KC-46A
Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEFPA) of 1969, as amended (42
United States Code [USC] 4321, ef seq.), the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisiens of NEPA (40 Code of Federal
Regulations [CFR}] Parts 1500-1508), and Air Force policy and procedures Air Force Instruction
(AFT) 32-7061 (as promulgated at 32 CFR Part 989), the National Guard Bureau (NGB) has
made available for public review and comment a Drafi Environmental Impact Statement for the
Second Main Operating Base KC-464 Beddown at 4lternative Air National Guard Installations.

The United States Air Force (UUSAF) plans to replace a portion of the existing KC-135
aerial refueling fleet with the KC-46A, which will be a new aircraft to the USAF’s fleet. As
such, the USAF plans to identify locations for the beddown of a formal training unit (FTU} and
the first main operating base (MOB 1), which will both be led by active duty units. The USAF
will also beddown the KC-46A at the second main operating base (MOB 2), which will be led by
an Air National Guard (ANG) unit. The NGB has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) to analyze the potential impacts of the MOB 2 KC-46A beddown. This letter
references the MOB 2 beddown only, as the FTU and MOB 1 beddown are the subject of a .
separate action.

The Draft EIS analyzes potential envirommental consequences that could result from the
proposed beddown of KC-46A aircraft at alternative ANG installations. The NGB proposes to
beddown 12 KC-46A aircraft at one of five alternative locations: Forbes Air National Guard
Station (ANGS), Kansas; Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey; Pease ANGS, New
Hampshire; Pittsburgh ANGS, Pennsylvania; and Rickenbacker ANGS, Ohio.

The NGB also invites you to participate in the public hearings at one of the times and
locations listed below. The addres Date A1 % l 14
Aol

X No Concerns/No Comment
@ ML \/\m
leather Whitlaw
Field Supervisor

U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service
Kansas Ecological Scrvices Field Office
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Page 2 | Rickenbacker KC-46 Tanker

Through our partnerships with counties, cities, townships and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission, we have been able to leverage public and private investment for Rickenbacker. We have
leveraged over $112 million of investments from the FAA, as well as federal and state grants. We are
completing the grant offer and acceptance on a 516 million TIGER Grant that will facilitate the
completion of $30 million of capital projects {East-West Connector) providing better access to/from
Rickenbacker. Intotal, 5177 million has been invested in capital improvements at Rickenbacker
between 2003 and 2012, excluding investments made by the military.

Columbus offers the vital support to ensure your Airmen and their families feel welcome, grow and
prosper. Rickenbacker’s host cammunity, the 15% largest city in the U.S,, is a vibrant, growing metro
area. The eccnomic impact that Rickenbacker, as well as Port Columbus and Bolton Field airports, have
in the Columbus area are quite impressive. Our airports make a cansiderable contribution to the
economy in employment, payroll and economic activity.

Summary of Economic Impacts [2012 Study by CDM Smith]

CRAA's Airports Rickenbacker Off- Total Impacts
Airport Businesses
Total Jobs 38,374 15,798 54,172
Total Payroll 51.3 Billion $515.2 Million $1.8 Billion
Tatal Output 54.6 Billion $1.9 Billion $6.6 Billion

The Columbus Region is a test market of the United States because of its diverse economic profile. In
addition to the large universities, and having a national logistics hub, it is a center of retail brands such
as the Limited Brands and Wendy's and the second home of Chase bank, which happens to be the
region’s largest employer. With 6 Fortune 500 and 15 Fortune 1000 companies in the Columbus Region,
spousal employment opportunities abound. Nearly 190 companies have chasen the Columbus Region to
locate and expand since 2011, and the Rickenbacker Global Logistics Park provides up to 29 million
square feet of additional development space to complement the 40 million square feet of existing space.

Moreover, Columbus’ cost of living ranks in the top 10 nationally among major metro areas, meaning
your personnel will be able to afford the dining, entertainment and cultural options of our vibrant city.

Two of our strongest economic drivers — healthcare and education — are noted as critical criteria in your
review. The Chalmers P. Wylie VA Ambulatory Care Center is located in Columbus and four VA Clinics
are located in the regional area. With four major healthcare systems, including a major children’s
research hospital and two major cancer treatment centers, Columbus is a regional center for medical
care.

In addition, with a tremendous choice among K-12 education, the largest community college in the
region, and 50 colleges/universities and post-secondary institutions, Columbus offers more educaticn
options than practically any other metropolitan area. Our health care and educational institutions are
not only top-rated, but have a history of working together on regional priorities.

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-330 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-331



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-332 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-333



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-334 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-335



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-336 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-337



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-338 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-339



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-340 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-341



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-342 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-343



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-344 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-345



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-346 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-347



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-348 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-349



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-350 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-351



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-352 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
Written Comments on the Draft EIS B6-353



Final — June 2014

Second Main Operating Base KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air National Guard Installations EIS

Appendix B6 Public Hearing Transcripts, Responses to Comments, and
B6-354 Written Comments on the Draft EIS



Final — June 2014

Southeastern Franklin County
Chamber of Commerce

SEFC

400 Sheryl Drive Groveport, Ohio 43125

January 18, 2013
Colonel James V. Jones
Commander

121st Air Refueling Wing
7370 Minuteman Way
Columbus, Ohio 43217

Dear Colonel Jones:

On behalf of the Southeastern Franklin County Chamber of Commerce, let me express our
excitement on making the short list of locations for the new KC-46 Tanker. Since the 1940s,
Rickenbacker has continuously and capably hosted military aviation operations. Military
personnel and their families have found the Southeastern Franklin County Region to be a vibrant
home in which to live, work and play. We'd be honored to host the first Air National Guard-led KC-
46A main operating base. Our Chamber offers the vital support to ensure your Airmen and their
families feel welcome, grow and prosper.

We know you will do a detailed analysis of our Region and compare us against other competitors
to ensure the best choice for your people, your aircraft and your mission. But as a thriving area,
you'll find no better, no more sustainabie home. We promise you'll be well taken care of in
Southeastern Franklin County. Your KC-46 ANG MOB should be Rickenbacker Air Guard Station.
If you have any questions, please contact us at 614.836.5900.

Sincerely,

Robert Garvin

President
Southeastern Franklin County Chamber of Commerce
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JiM HUGHES
State Senator

Senate Buiiding
1 Capitol Square, Columbus, Ghio 43215
Phone 614-466-59381
Fax 614-466-7662

OHIO SENATE
16th District

GCommitlees

Insurance & Finangial nstitutions,
Chair

Public Safaty, Local Government &
Veterans Affairs, Vice-Chair

Griminal Justice

Firance

Rules

February 20, 2014

Victor Wilson

Ohio National Guard Association
1299 Virginia Avenuve
Columbus, QH 43212

Dear Mr. Wilson,

T am contacting you to express my support for the proposed beddown of one squadron of KC-46
aitcrafts al Rickenbacker Air National Guard Station. [ personally visited the arca and believe
that it is a great location for the aircrafts, future jobs, and economic growth associated with
construction and renovation. As an elected official who represents Columbus, I believe the
development of this area will not only create jobs, but will alse serve as progression toward
welcoming more businesses to this community.

Upon my review of the details sct forth for this development, I wholcheartedly support the
beddown of the KC-46 aircrafis and I believe it will prove beneficial to the community as a

whole.

Please feel free to conlact me if you have any questions.

74

Jipf Hughes {
tate Senator/,/i.sﬂ‘ict/l 6

Sincerely,

Hughes@ohiosenate.gov
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2.

Enclosure
Copy Furnished:

KC-46A EIS Project Manager
NGB/ATAM

Sheppard Hall

3501 Fetchet Avenue

Joint Base Andrews, MD 20762-5157
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1 home of the new KC-46A. The airmen from the
2 190th are active in our community, and they are
3 highly represented by the citizens in our
4 community. The active duty airmen and their
5 families with the KC-46A operating base would
6 equally be welcome and would quickly become a
7 part of our family. The Board of County
8 Commissioners strongly encourages you to
9 consider Forbes Field Air National Guard Base
10 as the new home for the Air National Guard
11 KC-46A Main Operating Base. We stand ready to
12 provide whatever assistance we can to assure a
13 smooth transition and move to Topeka. Signed
14 Bob Archer, Chair; Kevin Cook, Vice Chair; and
15 Shelly Buhler, Member of the Commission.
16 COLONEL SHERMAN: Thank you, sir.
17 CHAIRMAN ARCHER: Now, on a perscnal
18 note, as an elected official, I get a lot of
19 different assignments and requests, and one
20 that T got for the Visit Topeka magazine was to
21 say in your own words what makes Topeka unigue.
22 And I submitted the following: The small town
23 charm, friendliness and cooperaticn of a
24 capital city with great education, arts and
25 livability make Topeka one of a kind. I hope
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25

yvou'll locate here. We'd really love to have
the fueler. Thank you very much.

COLONEL SHERMAN: Next we have Mr.
Neil Dcbler from the Chamber of Commerce. Sir.

MR. DOBLER: Thank you. Thank you
and welcome. My name is Neil Dobler. I
represent the Chamber of Commerce in the
capacity of the chairman of the board for 2014.
I have some prepared comments which I will
leave.

The Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce
strongly urges the U. 5. Air Force to place the
First Air National Guard KC-46A Main Operating
Base with the 190th Air Refuelling Wing at
Forbes Field Air National Guard Base, Topeka,
Kansas. The 190th has worked diligently over
the years along with the leadership from the
Alr Force and Air National guard to create one
of the highest-quality and most cost effective
tanker operations in the country. They have
done that with the strong support of this
community, as you have heard from the Mayor and
Chairman Archer. This community has been home
to Forbes Field since 1942, so we have a long,

long history.

29
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1 Company and chairman of the board of Go Topeka.
2 Most of what I've already said has been said by
3 the distinguished gentlemen that got to speak
4 ahead of me. And I appreciate them going
5 through all of that.
6 I do want to add that the Topeka business
7 community -- and I see this in my work life,
8 and I see this in being involved in Go Topeka
9 -- 1s very supportive of the military, very
10 supportive of the 190th. The 190th adds great
11 economic value to Topeka, and I believe Topeka
12 adds great econcmic value to the 190th. One of
13 the advantages of bringing the aircraft here is
14 that we do have a very large Air Force base
15 runway so it can accommodate those. The
16 facilities here and the infrastructure here are
17 already in place, with minor adjustments for
18 the military to be able to use our facilities
19 here in Topeka. Our community has very strong
20 support. We've got the housing, we've got the
21 schools, we've got some great opportunities for
22 education and great opportunities for jobs for
23 the family members of the military that would
24 be coming to Topeka should this happen. So it
25 would be a great opportunity for the military
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1 as well to come to Topeka with these additional
2 aircraft.

3 A few years ago my son joined the Marine
4 Reserves; and with that, I have had an

5 opportunity to get a little more first hand

6 knowledge and observation, I should probably

7 say, of how the public supports the military in
8 Topeka. And it is Jjust outstanding when he

9 goes places, the reactions that he gets because
10 of his service to our country. And we

11 certainly appreciate your service to our

12 country and everything that you have done for
13 us through today. We certainly encourage you
14 to bring the KC-46A here to Topeka. Thank you
15 very much.

16 COLONEL SHERMAN: You're welcome,

17 sir. This evening's goal was to provide you

18 with open communication and accurate

19 information to ensure your informed
20 participation in the NEPA Process. I hope that
21 we have achieved that goal. Please feel free
22 to visit the information booths and ask any
23 additional questions you may have regarding
24 this proposed action. You have an opportunity
25 during the formal comment period ending March
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1 history of military presence, we're very proud to have
2 this hearing tonight and very proud that there may be
3 an opportunity for the KC-46RA to be in the Portsmouth

4 area, and certainly, because of the public hearing,

5 taking into consideration the envircnmental impact on

6 the City of Portsmouth and the surrounding area.

7 I urge all citizens to support this proposal, to
8 support the New Hampshire Natiocnal Guard as they have.

9 We appreciate all that you're doing in our community.
10 You are definitely part of ocur community. This is
11 definitely a team effort, and we appreciate your

12 presence. And we look forward to supporting you in

13 your future endeaveors, working with you, and being
14 part of this new program. So thank you very much.
15 COLONEL MULDQCON (Judge Adveocate): Thank vyou,
16 Mayor.

17 State Senator Martha Fuller Clark.

18 SENATOR CLARK: Thank you very much for the

19 opportunity to speak, and thank you all for being here

20 this ewvening. I have a letter that I would like to

21 read into the record.
22 Dear Members of the National Guard Bureau, I am
23 writing in support of bringing the Air Force's new
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1 safe -- see, this is where I get very emotiocnal for
2 what you do -- and we are happy to drive to work
3 side-by-side with the Air National Guard's women and

4 men here at Pease. And because the existing ANG wing
5 is already here, all the facilities and

6 infrastructures are in place to receive the new KC-46A
7 plane. Logistically, this is a no-brainer, and

8 eccncmically, this would have a wonderful impact on

9 the area by creating new jobs, and to me, the math is
10 pretty simple.

11 We have been fortunate enough to see Pease

12 Tradeport become a commercial success, but it would

13 not be the same place without those Air National Guard
14 planes and the people who make them work so well. T
15 fully support the efforts of the Pease Air National

16 Guard Base to acquire the KC-46A Pegasus Tanker, and I
17 look forward to continuing our partnership in the

18 future.

19 Renee Plummer. Thank you.
20 COLONEL MULDOCN (Judge Advocate): Thank you,
21 Ms. Plummer.
22 Mr. Doug Bates.

23 MR. BATES: My name is Doug Bates. I'm
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1 forward to the continuation of the reliability and
2 future generations with the KC-46A. Pease 1is proud to
3 be an ideal lccation with the optimum facilities for

4 the U.S. military's tanker mission, and we are proud
5 to own and operate the airport that will host the
6 first rollout of the Guard's KC-46As. Thank you.
7 COLONEL MULDOON (Judge Advocate): Thank you,

8 Mr. Hopper.

9 Mr. John Frink.
10 MR. FRINK: Yes, I'm John Frink. I represent
11 only myself, my bees, my vegetable garden, my animals.
12 I have a very small farm that's very close to the

13 north end of the runway, and I would like to comment
14 on the environmental impact that Newington has had

15 because of the installation.

16 I do respect and admire the Air National Guard.
17 They are good neighbors, far better than what we had
18 when we had Pease Air Force base. You only have to

19 get a little bit close to the Newington side of the
20 air base and you can see the pollution mediation

21 measures that have been taken and you see the

22 menitoring wells and things are not what they were.

23 But that is neither here nor there.
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1 My comment isn't addressing the

2 environmental impact. The small attendance

3 numbers you see here should be proof that the

4 region supports the 171st, the expansion, and we
5 want to see the 171st get the new tankers and

8 continue serving and doing the fantastic job

7 they do.

8 That is my comment. Thank you very much.

9 COLONEL ALLRED: Thank you, sir.

10 I want to make sure everyone has an

11 opportunity to provide comments or questions.

12 Is there any other question or comment from

13 anyone this evening?

14 (No response.)

15 COLONEL ALLRED: Apparently not.

16 I would like to give the National Guard

17 Bureau an opportunity to address any questions
18 that might have come up at all. I think I have
19 in front of us all of the questions that have

20 been raised.

21 Any other questions that have been fielded?
22 I want to make sure I am not missing anything.
23 If you still should have any questions that
24 arise after we have closed the proceeding,

25 please feel free to visit these information

National Court Reporters, Inc.
888.800.9656
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1 we brought the community together with Senator Rob
2 Portman. We spent a full day here and learned, T
3 think, A through Z of what goes on here at
4 Rickenbacker.
5 This community and this group is
6 committed, regarding this mission, to help drive
7 down the cost of this facility. Also, we know of no

8 environmental obstacles that would prevent locating
9 the KC-46A here at Rickenbacker. We fully believe
10 that Rickenbacker can serve this mission well. We

11 are committed if the mission does come here, as a

12 community, to help connect any active duty to

13 housing and other quality of life accommodations and
14 services.

15 I will say one final thing and remind

16 everyone here of the historical tradition of the

17 Rickenbacker Air Force Base. As you walk in you see
18 the historical markers. I believe many folks

19 believe that Eddie Rickenbacker would be very

20 pleased and feel it was appropriate for the KC-4A's

21 mission to be here.

22 With that I appreciate very much and thank
23 you very much for the time.
24 COLONEL MARK ALLRED: Thank vyou, sir.

25 Again, we want to ensure that everyone has ample
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